
GENERAL HINTS FOR THE ERADICATION OF
POISONOUS PLANTS

Wh««ri>v«T plants known to Im; piiiMonoiis arc found, mtiw effort xliould
Im' nm<li> to destroy them, or prevent at least their niiiltipliealion. In
most eases they may he simply dealt with as weeds, as annuals, hienniulM,
or iN-reniiials.

.\nn(ai,.h: Annuals, whieh produee their Howers and set-ds in one
seasoti, have no other means of propaKution than seeds. Therefore any
method, best ehosen hy the individual farmer, whieh will prevent the
pn>duetion of seeds will exterminate tl plant. At the purple eoekle.

eurseil crowfoot and Indiati tobacco ui. all annuals, much h)ss may Im-

avoided by mere hand-pulliuK or cuttinR when these plants are in flower.

MiKNNiALs: Dientiials, which bl<M)m and rijH'n their seeds the second
year, may be treated as annuals as far us the production t>f seed is con-
ccriu'd. They will eventually succumb to continued close cuttinjt or to
the u.He of the hoe or spud. Thorough cultivation and drainage where
necesNiry is the iM-tter method on larRe and badly infested areas.

Fkke.nnialh: Perennials are propiixated both by see<ls and by under-
Kroun<l rootstocks, bulbs, or tubers. The prevention of seed production
is (|uite as im|H>rtarit as the destruction of the underKround portion of the
plant, in many cases, more so, as the numerous li>{ht seeds borne to fresh
soil will in time produce numy more new plants than is possibl<' by the
division of the rootstocks. But in other cases, as for instance the water
hemlocks, the [wrtion in the soil is the most deadly, and any .small piece
uprooted and eaten by stock will result in death in a few minutes. Thus
it is necessary for the extermination of the species and the safety of human
beinns as well as animals to destroy all porti' is of pf)isonoU8 perennials
by the quickest means po.ssible.

SpRAYiV(i: Chemical .sprays may be used to advantage; they are
eci-iomical and effective in most cases. Plants with rough leaves are
most susceptible, as the spray clings to the surface more readily. Smooth
leaves sheil the spray before it has time to take full effect. The s|)ray
sho lid be applied in a fine mist on a bright clear day when there is no
likelihood of rain undoing the work. Spraying is most effective when the
plants are young and succulent, that is, just before they flower or in their
first bloom.

(•<).MMo.\ Salt or . .m Chloride: Common salt is one of the
cheapest and safest sf to use. It is most destructive when applied
in hot dry weather, absorbs the moisture from the plants and the
surrounding soil to su. ,. an extent that the pla- 'ie of thirst. A solution
of 1.50 pounds to 60 gallons of water may be or where all vegetation
is to be destroyed it may be applied in the fo..a of hot brine, of such a
rength as to show crystals on its surface.


