
PART 1

IX.inUKS OF TKE AHDO.MEX

CONTUSIONS

For j)iir]>(>st's of cliviriu'ss it will bo hfst lo divide tlicso

injuries into two gi'oiips :

—

A. CoulnxiiDit iriffionf Jttipfiirc of l/ir Ahdominttl Contcnl.^.

B. Conlnsi s- i)i irhirli tlicrr i.< Evideticr of I)ifenitil hijiin/.

A. Tlieso contusions are of varying degrees of gravitv.
• "ording to the severity of tiie injury, tlie region of tlie

donien stiuek. the ])hysical condition of the individual,

his ])rej)aredness for the hlow. the time M/iich lias ela])sed since

the last meal. etc. .\ny contu>ion of the abdomen niav l)e

serious, and it muNt be remembered that a patient without
sym])toms of im])ortance, when schmi Houn after an injury,

may be sulTeriiig from a rui)ture of the intestine or other
internal organ. whicOi will prove fatal if not recognised in

time. Such oases liave 1)een only too frequent in the historv

of sui'gery. and whenever the cause of the injury has been
possibly'" stdJicient to jmnhice internal damage, liowc •

;

slight, the case should be taken under observation and carefully

watched. There may be no bruising of the skin and yet

there may be a rupture of the intestine. In th e days, when
football is so ])opular. it is hardly necessary to sav that a
contusion of the abdomen is frequently followed by severe

|)ain. shock and vomiting, yet tlu' etfects pass off in a short

time. There are not many cases recordeil in which the shock
('' a contusion without internal injury has proved fatal, but at

least one is kntnni about Avhich there can be no doul)t. On
the other hand, the absence of an lumsual amount of initial

shock has been fre(|ueiitly observed when an injury has been
inllicted which lias caused death in a few hours

The amount of extravasation of blood following a contusion

of this part of the body varies much., according to the nature of
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