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BRITISH D031INI0NS n
as seems probable, German aml>itions looked forward to
a time when a weak, nominally independent India should
be under the aegis of Germany, it was obviously her policy
to establish friendly relations with individual Indians.
But what happened ? On the punitive expedition of the
concerted European Powers against the Chinese the treat-
ment by the Germans of distinguished members of the
fighting races of India was so intolerable as almost to
lead to a breach of the peace. It is reported that
an eminent Indian chieftain resented so deeply the
slights put upon him that it was difficult for him at
a later date to treat with proper civility the German
Crown Prince. In going to the front, at the age of
seventy, he is gratifying his feelings of ])ersonal resent-
ment as well us those of Imperial loyalty.
But if these things iiave happened ili the green tree

what will happen in the dry ? The citizens of the British
Dominions, no less tlian the citizens of the United States,
are a proud people, not accustomed to toe the line at the
command of any one. Consider them confronted with
the overwhelming insolence of a Germany that had
humbled their past bulwark, the seu i)ower of Great
Britain. Doubtless for Canada and Australasia, no less
than for the United States, the new situation would
demand a new policy, und, so far from the devil of
militarism being expelled, it would invade the New
World, witli seven more devils in its wake. On the other
hand, by championing the cause of Great Britain and by
throwing the whole weight of their resources into the
scale of her fortunes, the British Dominions can help to
remove that mountain of militarism which we all recog-
nize as the obstacle in the way of peaceful progress. For
who, during the last fifty years, has set the pace in the
headlong race of naval and military expenditure, which


