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State Department that morning between the Secretary of 
State, Mr. Welles, and other senior officials. The 
State Department took a very serious view of the develop­
ment. I said to Mr. Robertson that as the Prime Minister 
would arrive In Washington on the following day, It seemed 
to me that any decision ought to be postponed until the 
position had been discussed here with the President and 
Mr. Churchill. He told me that he was Informing Mr. 
Malcolm MacDonald of the United States representations.

Mr. Atherton telephoned to me a few minutes 
later to read ne the text of a statement just made public 
by the Department of State. This statement Is as followst 

"Our prellmlntary reports show that the action 
taken by three so-called Free French ships at St. 
Plerre-Mlquelon was an arbitrary action contrary 
to the agreement of all parties concerned and 
certainly without the prior knowledge or consent 
In any sense of the United States Government.

"This government has Inquired of the Canadian 
Government as to the steps that government Is pre­
pared to take to restore the status quo of these 
Islands."

I replied at once that I thought that the last sentence 
was most unfortunate and urged him to have It withdrawn, 
If possible. He answered that the statement had already 
been given to the press. I repeated that we had no 
responsibility for the Free French action and that I felt 
It unfair for the United States Government to put the 
Canadian Government on the spot In this manner without 
prior consultation and especially In view of the meeting 
to take place In Washington the next day. Mr. Atherton 
left me with the Impression that there were two main 
reasons for the State Department’s precipitate action:
1) their fear that the delicate balance of their

relations/

W.L.M. King Papers, Memoranda «id Notes, 1940-1950, 
MG 26 J 4, Volume 409, pages C287876-C288188

PUBLIC ARCHIVES 
ARCHIVES PUBLIQUES 

CANADA


