ﬁﬂMJﬂW‘“«/ Nov. 307 1922

e ces Between
Montreal and Toronto.

PLANS TO ESTABLISH THEM

WHERE THEY ARE HANDIEST No Politics,

First Six Months Given Up TO connection with the administra-

) Study of Lines and the

Country.,

——— )
NEW YORK, Nov. 29. — ‘“The Wil admalnimesom for
headquarters of the Canadian Na-

tional Railways will be . in the |railroads had never
'blace from which the Nationa) |Ces% Sir Henry declared, and he
lines can be most economically and wopisized  ths point that Fua

most efficlently operated.”

8ir Henry Thornton, recently ap-,!
pointed head of the Canadiair Na-|{!|similar to that of a

, | | | Banization was not feasible. ‘The
chief ‘executive offices . and the
: | | chief operating offices must be in
(1R {141} the same city,
. 8 | |-operation (under the control of
m etoes DlVld— the head office) of the various sec-

Continued from Page One.

regarding the head office until he
had had opportunity . for consider-
ing the situation. Questioned re-
garding a suggestion that the ex-
.egutive office might be in Mont-
;real, and the chief operating office
‘in Toronto, Sir Henry said that he
was opposed to such e plan. Sep-
aration of departments of the or-

e e st |

thought there
would, of course, be g number of

divisiorg.l headquarters for the

tions of the system.

8ir Henry declared his firm {n-
tention of keeping the administra-
tion of Canada’s Government rail-

'Way system clear of political inter-
ference,

“There will be no ‘politices in

tion of the Canadian National Rail-
ways,” he said. ‘‘There will be no
favors shown to amnyone, and we
will cater to no party, and to no
interests but the interests of the
whom we
will administer the roads.”
Direct Government operation of
proved a suc-

would not be the system employed
in Canada.

“The plan of operation will be

privately

tional Railways, in an interview g:;ged,. e;zz"fp(;;t“t“o" syiﬁ‘fml;“ he

’ D a we w. e re
With a representative of the Can- sponsible to only one shareholder
adian Press tonight, declared that

this was the only statement it was

' possible for him to make at pres-
| ent regarding the much discussed
question of the. probable location
of the head office of the Do-
minion's big transportation aystem.
Sir Henry, formerly general man-
ager of the Great Eastern Rallway
of England, is in New York en
route to Ottawa to assume hig new
duties. On hisarrival from England
on the Olympic yesterday he told
an interviewer who questioned fim
on the #dubject that for the present
his office would be probably
“wherever he hung up his hat.”
The hat of the Canadian Nationa)
Railways chief will likely be hung
in many places during the next six
months.

“My first duty will. be to get a
thorough knowledge of the lines I
am to administer,” said Sir Henry
tonight. “During the next six
months I shall probably have to
spend 756 per cent. of my time on
the road. I shall have to familiar-
ize myself with the various parts of
the system, and the problems which
are to be faced in each. I also ‘want
to get acquainted with the officials
of the system, and with the people
of the country. I am going to
operate these lines in the intérests
of the people of Canada. I must
first of all get to know them and
learn their requirements.’

Sir Henry said that-it would be |
impossible to make any decision

Concluded on Page oy

—the Government of Canada, rep-

:esentlng the people of the coun-
ry."”

“Where does the Minister of Rajl-

ways come In on this plan?” he was
asked.

‘“He is the representative of the
one shareholder,” replied Sir Henry.l
{ Sir Henry said that competition|
{tfof the Canadian National Railways
'with the C.P.R. was to be expected.
“A certain amount of competition
is good for e railway,” he said, “and
I have no doubt that we will have
some of it in Canada.”

Discussing conditions in the OIld
Country, Sir Henry said he thought
that the recently announced plan ot
the British Government for in-
creasing employment by encourag-
ing the railroads to go ehead with
necessary construction work would
be beneficial to the country. A large
part of the work to be undertaken
in the near future would be the
electrification of the terminal and
suburban lines. Several of the rail-
ways were already at work on elec-
trification programmes. He pointed
out that this would furnish employ-
ment for a wide circle of men in

| various trades. Apart from the ac-
{ tual work on the railways, a large
| number of industries would increase
| their activity through furnishing the
material that would be required.

The grouping system which was
| inaugurated through the law passed,
| two -years ago appeared to be work-

ing out satisfactorily. Under this
law the rallways of Great Britain
are required to organize in four
| large groups, covering different sec-
| tions of the country. The details
| are left to the railways themselves,
| but the Government has appointed
| an arbitration tribunal of three men
| to settle any differences that may
arise in connection with the
schemes.

The object of the group system is,
by preventing wasteful overlapping
of service, to enable the railways to
make a just return upon investment

| without permitting increased rates
| or decreasing pay schedules.

| Sir Henry plans to leave for Ot-
! tawa tomorrow night. Hon, George!
P. Graham, Minister of Railways,!
who came to New York to meet him,
will return to the Capital with him.
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