
Studying under the gun $
A York student visits Cameroon and watches the country explode ='

by Heather Green feeling of being everyone's sister, I no longer __________________ |

I tv , , noticed the absence of material conveniences
Looking back, I cannot explain like hot running water, bank machines or
what compelled me, a Cana- telePhones- 

dian horn, 'Westernized' stu
dent, to do everything within
my means to arrange a year of ric,a'lhe !ack of comparable education and

« j • ° “ J information facilities is an ever-present rcal-study in Cameroon. It wasn t >ty For example, a typical day at*the univer-
the 'roots thing,' although sity residence tfgins at sunrise (that's 6 am),

„/■ a r.. - J ? • an appropriate hour to see whether the water
being Of African descent, it supply has been cut off—again —and whether

sœms nol only natural but
Vital that I d want know the begins as high school students, market
historical truths of my distant 
homeland and its peoples. All I pubhc route to work or school 
know was that in the summer « g
of 1990 I was ready to go as kha!ci' dozing slovenly on their rifles, 'val- i]
Innr, no ^ l j ' , lantly protecting us students' from each other. LIlong as someone would accept I find it curious that I got used to these gen

darmes living permanently only twenty yards 
from my room — armed to the teeth, often

"“ST??,hec;rd»ntadlA™ Mj&ÏÏX starker. f"”IC “d Sh°°' b>"

in',^y lu88a8e bad been lost and I At the University of Yaoundé, like univer- Ç 
suddenly realized I had no idea what sides in many Third World countries, lack of *
t&°lSSOr rh° W3S .,7®etm8 me infrastructure and its maintenance was the U. 
looked like, and worse still he must be main reason that 40,000 students were strug- L

white woman —since gling to eke out an education at an institution I 
,, Canadian is associated intemation- built for6,000. Notonly were seats scarce but fl 

ally with white. As the crowd thinned out, many undergraduatesy experienced lectures fl 
we discovered each other by a process of from outsideclassroom windows or strained " 
elimination, and here began, for me, that all- to hear a professor as she lectured from atop 
important process mvaluable to any foreigner her desk, surrounded by a sea of faces P
anywhere — familiarization. Talk ofhnnk lists =n,-i hiw - -------------------- ■  ---------------------- ^

family, time seemed to stand still. The first beyond the student means f j', ?"^nl 2- f°r the ^ease of those this year.week felt literally like six months. The world the professor did have time f hundreds still detained, for the removal of the Cameroon's domestic economy has be-
around me seemed like a dream, with me on job that day and came to class it was a treat fo^30 P°1 'c*j wh° b ’ockad0(1 the campus, come stagnant and living conditions have
the outside looking in and unable to partici- if he actual taught fordecentand dignified learning conditions, worsened6 as a result of chronic unemploy!
PatA .. ., , . something current, p/ma"^fSfy to a11 ™ent' food rationing and still more illegal

As an mdividual of mixed race, consici- and not some out- n , Cameroonians im- detainments, torture and disappearances,
ered 'black by Canadian standards, I had to dated, racist theory, U 11 IIKG I 11 U3 11 G O 3 Phoned or m exile for Meanwhüethegovernmentisonceagainplay-ad just to the labels of la Métisse' or 'la Blanche' as I saw at least one ' U0,,°110/ political reasons, and ing up the national soccer team's hopes for
as many Cameroonians saw me. I virtually Cameroonian pro- ultimately for a Na- the next World Cup, promoting a sense of
had to rethink my identity and the role I fessor continue to ##>A tional Conference, an national pride while attempting to minimize
played with respect to my Cameroonian peers, embrace C/MC7I Irl/ffllfJIf MG open forum through the gravity of public dissatisfaction
- j Westerner with all my individualistic, Fortunately there whl^ the . PeoPle The French government has significant
time-guided behaviour, but also as an 'Afri- were others, like the -f - - , . would rewrite their control behind the scenes over the repressive
can-Canadian' who could appreciate many professors of my Af- SIlGflCG HI JXftlCtk country s conshtu- imposition of this superficial 'stability.' Work-
Camerooman cultural and social values. rican literature and ,#f hon mg fora profitable and exploitativeexchange

1 remember going to the markets with sociology courses lnstead, on that with Cameroon — one which is maintained
mixed feelings -1 was wary of the men and who were consistent #|OC«V*o//l/ Monday in May, the only at the cost of the lives of Africans-both
their up-front flattery and irritating sexual bothinacademicand UHS>IC3lly iflGOtlS Cameroonian au- the French and Israeli military have shared
comments yet I reveled in the spirit of be- human terms. De- # thonhes responded their 'expertise' in training Cameroonian
longing when some of them would call out spite the politicized - * ■ , „ „ with what was their 'forces of order,' secret police and collabora-
ma soeur ... 'mamie viens id,'and from the bureaucracy of the HOI 06100 OffOlH » t0rS' on how t0 9ue11 a powerful student
older women: 'ma fille.' It seems that once I university adminis- ,,WI «II UlU date At nightfall, movement.
experienced this sense of community, this tration, the tightly whena crowd of thou- This I witnessed firsthand last April as I

monitored and cen- gJSt% sansof students held watched a military helicopter carry out low-
sored curriculum IO 01 Gm ,, **)g in one °f level flights and other terrorist manœuvres
andtheever-present u student ghettos above the campus and residences. Wonder-
government and po- 1C , W®re v‘rt?ally in8 about the white man who was clearly
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democracy works as it should." (Translation The University of Yao,.nHA 1 ooi oo infinitely more informative, eye-opening and

issur ™B,yas d-iiy ^ - ‘ blvd J kw 0ng0m,g natlonwide 8eneral usual stint in Europe or the US. Not only did
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2But at a national university these con
veniences' are necessary to compete and be 
compatible with academia elsewhere. In Af-
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A YEAR OF STUDENT STRUGGLE

June 1990 • Civil protests call for multi-party 
democracy and legalization of the 
anglophone-based Social Democratic Front. 
Forces fire on peaceful demonstrators, killing 
six. The government reports no deaths.

At the University of Yaoundé, students 
march in support and armed forces perma
nently occupy the office.
December 1990 • President Biya legalizes 
opposition parties.
April 1991 • Over 1000 students hold a 
march which ends in clashes with security 
forces. Students and reporters are arrested.

Tension escalates with a taxi drivers’ 
strike in Dévala and the 'assassination’ of a 
student known to be a government informer.

Demonstrations, riots and clashes with 
armed security forces spread from major 
cities to smaller provincial towns.
May 1991 • The army ambushes a student 
meeting, resulting in over 20 deaths. 
Government papers report “zero deaths' the 
next day.
June 1991 • “Operation ghost towns” begins 
a summer of nationwide stay-at-home strikes, 
non-cooperation and civil disobedience. on


