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What’s the right combinàtion?
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right? Why would they shut out the boys 
otherwise? It goes on through high school, 
with the “manly things” and “womanly 
things” strictly segregated.
This kind of education has a purpose, and 

the purpose is to make boys regard women 
and women’s bodies and women’s work with 
enough disgust that boys will want to act as 
“manly” as possible. For girls the purpose 
is to make them believe that they are 
slightly disgusting and only fit for staying 
home and having babies.
Things which are disgusting and taboo 

become fascinating, just because they are 
forbidden. Your parents do not want you to 
be a homosexual, so they begin to focus you 
on girls sexually about the time you hit 
puberty. Meanwhile, of course, the girls had 
to be focused on men because if they didn’t 
get married and have babies they might as 
well be dead.

THE DATING GAMEYour great grandfather had a combination 
for life : it was a winning combination, and it 
was based on being “manly".
He learned very early to be a little man, to 

act and dress like one. He could hardly wait 
to get into long pants, since this was the 
visible sign of manhood.
He knew that he was expected to get 

married, and he knew that he couldn’t get 
married until he could provide. So, his first 
obligation was to be a good provider. That 
could take a good number of years.
Until then, there were two kinds of girls. 

There were “good girls" like his mother, his 
sisters and their friends. There were “bad 
girls", who were no better than they ought 
to be. Manly men did not bother “good” 
girls. When the time came, manly men 
looked around for an attractive “good” girl 
and began courting.
Courting was serious business. There 

weren’t many divorces; divorce was à real 
scandal. This woman would bear his

If you don’t start dating by the time you’re 
sixteen or so, or at least start talking about 
it, people are going to worry. They’re going 
to think you aren’t normal or something, or 
that you have bad breath or a rotten 
personality or are too shy. They’re going to 
push you.
What do you do? Do you date to get your 

parents off your neck? Are you interested 
in sex? Do you sak a girl out or pick up a girl 
somewhere? Do you like or hate it? Does it 
bore you?
What about the girl? Was she afraid to say 

“no"? Remember, girls are still taught to 
be more passive and polite, and many of 
them don’t know how to say “no”. Did she 
really like you, or was she just tired of 
staying home?
Did you spend money on the date and 

resent it afterwards? Did she offer to pay 
her own way? Did she seem happy? Were 
you? Did you hustle her? Do you plan to see 
her again? Will she want to see you?
It’s a game. It isn’t courting, because you 

aren’t looking for a wife for the next fifty 
years. It isn’t a ball game, because the score 
may be 0-0. It may not even be fun. You can 
have more fun with your friends. You could 
have more fun if shp wprp vnnr fripnd. 
What happens is:
— You date her that once maybe twice, and 
then don’t do it again because the whole 
thing was just too phoney and uncomfort­
able.
— Or, you find out that you and she have sex 
in common and that keeps you together for 
a while.
-Or, you find out that you like her. She’s 
interested in some of the same things that 
you are, and it’s fun being with her. You tell 
her that she’s different from most girls.

She really isn’t. It’s just that this 
particular girl turned out to be someone you 
could be friends with. If you could have 
known that in the first place, it would have 
saved you and a lot of girls a lot of trouble. 
But you didn’t know, because you didn’t 

have any female friends. The solution is 
simple. Don’t date. Make some female 
friends, and spend your time with your 
friends, male and female, but don’t date. 
Why should you go through that courting 
routine when you aren’t courting? Why 
should you hustle a girl you don’t even know 
or like? Unless, of course that’s what you’re 
really after. It’s a good way to get hated.
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children, live with him for the rest of her 
life, and it was important that she be 
“right”. She probably wasn’t in a hurry.
Once she married, she lost her identity ^
completely. She could not have any 
property of her own. She could not have 
custody of her children. If she worked, her 
wages belonged to her husband. Bearing 
and nursing children would take their toll, 
and she would probably die long before her 
husband.
No sooner than ten months after the 

wedding, no longer than a year or two, your 
great grandmother was expected to 
produce a baby. After that they would 
probably come every year or two. There 
were lots of miscarriages, and lots of 
women died in childbirth.
Your great grandfather didn’t expect your 

great grandmother to enjoy sex. After all 
she was a “good" woman, and “good’ 
women weren’t supposed to enjoy sex. He 
didn’t expect to “understand” her either.
She had a role to fulfill, and that’s what was 
important.
Married men lived the longest and were 

the happiest. It was a winning combination.
The loser was your great grandmother.

A lot of men, and a lot of women have 
changed the combination.
Even though the combination has been 

changed, many of the things we do and 
learn are based on the old combination.
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In other words, you are taught that girls 
are not suitable as friends, that they are 
slightly disgusting as people, and then you 
are taught that it’s all right to think of them 
as sexual objects. You learn to hustle girls, 
or use girls, or be mothered by girls, but you 
don’t learn to like them.
Meanwhile the girls, who don’t really like 

being hustled, or used, or treated as mother, 
learn to be suspicious of you.
And the two of you come together in the 

biggest con game in the world dating.
X

YOU CAN’T HATE GIRLS AND LIKE 
WOMEN

Men are taught to regard women with both 
disgust and fascination. The teaching starts 
in grade school or before they learn that 
men are capable and strong and that girls 
are dumb and fragile. They learn that 
certain things are “men’s work" and other 
things are “women’s work”. They learn 
that it’s somehow “unmanly” to do 
“women’s work". Boys must not play with 
dolls. Boys must not sew. Girls cannot be on 
the Little League team.
In the fifth or sixth grade the girls see a 

film on menstruation. All the boys are shut 
out, and there is a lot of giggling and dirty 
jokes If the boys are shut out it must be 
taboo, right? Mysterious and disgusting

THE FEMALE AS FRIEND

WHO DOES WH/In a study done not long ago, a group of 
people was asked to select from a long list of 
characteristics the ones which were male 
and the ones which were female. Then 
another group was asked to select from the 
list the characteristics which were adult 
and those which were childish. The 
“female” and “childish" lists were very 
similar. Why? Because women have been 
taught that men and society do not like 
strong, capable women. Such women, are 
called “masculine”, “unwomanly”, “de- 
sexed”
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