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seven million deaths lgnored?

people die from hunger. What of it? It is still worth the
price of communism” (New York Evening Journal, May
29, 1935). -

i@ Why Did the World Ignore The Terrible Suffering and
Deaths of Millions of Innocent Ukrainians?

As brutal as the communist actions were, perhaps

no less guilty was the Western World which refused to
act in an effort to stop the slaughter. As Dr. Krawchenko
stated, “To observe an evil and be silent, is to contribute
to the crime itself.”

The May 23, 1983 edmon of Time magazine
described the situation as follows: “This is the 50th
Anniversary of the enforced famine engineered by
Stalin in which some eight to 10 million Ukrainians and
Cossacks perished. Their extermination was a matter of
state policy....They died, and yet the grass has grown
over the world’s memory of their murder. Why? The
numbers of the dead would surely qualify an entry (one
thinks mordantly) for some genocidal hall of fame.”

#®  In the October 31, 1983 edition of the Alberta
Report, Marco Carynnyk, a Toronto-based free-lance
writer and translater, explained the relative silence

about the famine: “For the most part, says Mr.

Carynnyk, the Moscow press consisted of western
journalists sympathetic to the cause of the Russian
Revolution, inclined to believe what the Soviets told
them.” , : -

“When word began leaking into Moscow from
foreign engineers and technicians returning from the
Ukraine, their reports were discounted by most. There
was a prohibition on travel, for another thing.”

“For a third, in the spring of 1933, a group of British
englneers workmg in Moscow had been put on trial for
espionage. The story was top priority for the press

orps, and the Soviets told them if they wrote about the
“famine they would not be allowed to cover the trial.”
“Some got the story in spite of all this. Malcolm

Famine su

Last. week, I had. the opportunity. to interview
recently retired U of A Professor Slavutych,
Ukrainian famine survivo -v:vM, Slav "hf\:h taught

'h i { 14

krainian ref ﬁ'g >
the end of the

away to the govern
fulhlled that !

because of the famine
youngest sister whe
grandmother. i .

After | returned home, | went to the state farm to

work. | was recelvmg twice a day soup in the mornmg - L

and in the evening a slice of bread.

Then | wanted to save my grandfather. | was-"' ‘

bringing him whatever | could spare almost every week.

He was living about 20 kilometers away. On my wayto
my grandfather | saw corpses lying and decaying. Well, |

grandfather was completely swollen from starva-
gn

His Iegs were five times the normal size, buthe was
still conscious when | came that day to bring him food.

He just touched the piece of bread to his lips and vthenl .

passes it back to me and said: ‘You eat it. You survive,

but you must promise to tell the world how the Russians

are killing off our people.” He then made me swearan
oath to tell the world about this. He died in my arms
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Muggeridge had gone to Moscow, for the Manchester
Guardian asa Communistsympathizer, and indeed, was
fully expecting to live the rest of his life in the USSR.
When he heard of the famine, the embittered Mr.
Muggendge simply eluded the security netand hopped

on a train to the Ukraine. He saw for himself and sent -

back to Britain by diplomatic pouch to avoid the
censor.”

Little did the world realize that within a few years,
another propaganda effort would be made, this time by

 Germany, to deny the occurrence of a second

holocaust.
To be sure, efforts were made to help the starving
victims. Marco Carynnyk, who five years ago embarked

on a single-handed research to document this

Western governments were- well in-
formed about the horrors of the famine
yet turned a blind eye.

holocaust, wrote the book, Black Spring: A Documen-
tary History of the Ukrainian Famine of 1933.
In his 1983 book he goes on to explain a number of

the appeals that were made to the Western leaders,

including Canada’s R.B. Bennett. One such appeal
pleaded “to the opinion of the civilized world in the
hope that it will force the Soviet government to cease
this inhuman policy....” The pleas fell on deaf ears.

The Western governments, however, ignored the
famine for a number of reasons. One factor was that the
Western powers were preparing to allow the USSR to
enter the League of Nations, and they were therefore
afraid to “offend” the Soviet Union for their slaughter-
ing of the Ukrainians.

Another reason was Hitler’s rise to power in 1933,
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. guess, the worst, because it was in peace. In a war,
innocent people are killed. But in peacetime, people .

are dying for what? Just because they had that spirit ot
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which found countries such as France and Britain |
seeking possible alliance with the USSR.. .

~ Marco Carynnyk summarized the situation best in
his 1983 book, where he states: “The primary reason for
the conspiracy of silence, of course, is the calculated
campaign of misinformation that the Soviet authorities
mounted to keep their doings secret.

Remarked William Chamberlin, an American
correspondent who had visited the famine regions,
“They are as sensitive as the most temperamental artist
when the effects of their ruthless policies are criticized,
or even when they are stated objectively, without
comment.”

*The Soviet campaign was largely successful.

“But the Soviet lie would not have been so widely
believed if many Western quarters had not tacitly
accepted it. Long ignored archival evidence shows that
the major Western governments....were well informed
about the horrors of the famine in Ukraine and yet
turned a blind eye to murder.”

Marco Carynnyk suggests that this indifferenceand
silence “is itself little short of criminal.”

The suffering of the Ukrainians should not be
forgotten.

To quote U of A President Myer Horowitz from the
Oct. 23 “hungry dinner,” “And in 1983 dare we rest
easily? Are we confident that nowhere on earth, at this
very moment, is there a child being subjected to
artificial famine and, therefore, real hunger?..We
whose kin perished in the 1930’s and 1940’s because of
willful, conscious and bestial acts against humanity have
a double obligation: firstly, to join my university
colleague Professor Slavutych who in yesterday’s
Edmonton Journal (Oct. 22) told us of his oath to his
grandfather to tell and retell what happened and,
secondly, as citizens in a land of freedom to accept
greater responsibility to support each other and to
protect people in every part of the world in a universal
and solemn pledge: ‘“Never Again!”
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We can act through our governments and the

‘United Nations. We should tie economic trade with

human rights. That would give moral support to the

~ people. Perhaps that would be detrimental to further
~Soviet expansion.
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