
CANADIAN C'OURIER.

ed the Freiherr, "judging from the
condition of the streets.'"

"It Is a resolution on the existing
situation," went on the troubled Neu-
mann, and it-er-empiasIses the de-
sirability of the-er-appointment of
a popular Regent. Shall 1 read the
resolution, my lords?" he continued,
unravelling the many convolutions of
the formidable parcliment.

"For Heaven's salie, no! " replied
the Lord of Kraag. "I know those
resolutigus! They are invariably
specimens of execrable grammar,
and of even more execrabie taste.
We are aware of the pith 'of the
resolution-the appointment of a
popular Regent-and that is quite
enough."

"May I hope- began the Mayor.
"You may hope, If you like. I do

flot propose to stimulate your hope,
or to extinguish it, by giving you the
vaguest forecast of our Impending
decision. The province of the Town
Council is the administration 0f the
municipalty-a province which, to
Judge from the amount of snow out-
side my front door, it shamefully
neglects."

Herr Neumann bowed 10w. It did
not seem In the least unnatural or
improper that the elderly nobleman
with the aquiline nose should treat
hlm like an underfootman. The atav-
Ism that was responsible for the
Freillerr's hauteur was equally re-
sponsible for the brewer's subservi-
euce. He was a successful trades-
man, and a flot unsuccessful mayor,
but he was not-mn the fullest sense
of the word-a man.

After lie bad taken his departure,
in less noisy fashion than his prede-
cessor, the bell rang again.

"l'm tired of these men," said the
Freiberr, wheu hie butier appearad
again.

"It is flot a man, my lord, It le a
lady."

'A lady! What lady?"
"She refuses to give lier naame, my

lord."
"Weil, well; let lier be sliowu in,"

conceded the Preilherr, yawulug.
A lady, tali, of elegant figure, and

arrayed In the finest sables, entered
the room. Her face was covered
with a dak veil, such as la commouly
worn by womeu lu countries where
strong sunlight is intensified by
abuudant snow. The herren remain-
ed seated, and for a moment there
was silence.

Then the Freiherr spolie.
"I will not ask your business," lie

began, "because it Ie appareutly
everybody's business to advise, coun-
sel, or threaten the Rathsheeren; but
we should be glad to liuow from whoma
we are about to be inetructed Iu our
duties."l

The iady's answer was to remove
ber veil.

In an Instant the Ratheherren ro'ie
to, their feet as one man.

"I did not linow we were honoured
by a queen," sald the Freiherr.

'«An ex-queen,"1 corrected the vIsit-
or, a siugularly beautiful woman, as
was now apparent. "I have not corne
te advise or threaten. but merely to
entreat."

"The world is indeed topsy-turvy,"
eaid the Freiherr gallantly. "A man
of the people threatens, and a queen
entreate. What le It that Your Ma-
iesty destres?"l

"In the fIrst place, your condon-
ance of an iliegal action. I amn-in
exile. My late liusband, the King,
wbo le no more, drove me from hie
side. I was proscribed, and the legal
penal.ty for my temerlty lu returning
le lmprleonment. I appeal to the gen-
eroslty of the present rulers of my
counitry-the Rathelierren-to give me
my freedoza."

"Tho Rathalierren, Madame," sald
the Freiherr, "enly exist by the favour
of the soverelgn, whe le the fount o!
al! honeur. Were your husband alive.
it weuld be our painful duty as loyal
subjects te inform'hlm of your pres-
ence iu the capital. B~ut Karlis deadl,
and the King that le to be le net yet
UPen the threne, and Yeur Majesty
lias ne more devoted servants than
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