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the shooting-fieldý, or prevaricating as to the flies
with which he is taking trout where others f ail.
Yet these faults are common enough, as almost
every sportsman knows. -"Take a cast wýith my
line," he would say instead to some amateur, pos-
sibly a poacher, encouniteired on the ýriver-bank, "the
trouts are taking at this moment; but when the Sun
cornes out from behind that April cloud, I doubt
the take will end." No great example of self-
sacrifice perhaps. For one ought to find it easy
to be generous when oneseif has plenty. But is it
always su? Ask of anglers. You Wil have
gathered that, thougb master of a salmion-river, my
"ýaristocrat" does flot disdain the gentle art of Izaac
Walton. No; he is a lover of ail forrns of Sport,
excepting only ottcr-hunting. But he enters upon
tbem, flot in the conipetitive spirit which now is
fashionable, but ini that of pure enjoymnent of the
pastime-enjoyment for himself and others also.
Indeed, when you see him in his "sporting-jacket"
to employ a phrase of Kit North's, bis relation to
the world of natural history seemis as genuine and
only less close than that of the fine specimen of
mairkind, bis head keeper.

HW is flot now a hard rider after hounda, nor
have I heard that in bis young days he

was exceptional in that respect. -None the less
there is much in~ bis riding that every connaisseur
mnust admire. In the first place, bc is a natural
rider; there is perfect syipathy between hirn and
bis mount; Vhey mnoie as one organism, nor does
he cirer forget the horse's share in the eager in-
stinctive life of the pursuit. His judgment, and
bis knowledge of the country, too, are perfect.
Whilst I have heard it said that neyer, either at
bomne or abroad, will he bunt unless weIl mounted.
Sec him now as he bends over the arched neck of
his chestnut mare. The mare is hot, as the foami-
flecks already show, but he is soothing her. Pre-
sently lie will take it out of lier. Meantime his
rieighbour, the brarid-new peer, Lord. Peterkin, is
turning every minute of the meet to account-spot-
ting thc right people ta speak ta, waiting bis oppor-
tunity, throwing out a casual suggestion here, and
drapping a chance word there, ail of which are
nican't in due season ta bear fruit. Very probably
they will, for Peterkin bas proved himiself a mani
to be reckoned with. Ile is flot quite at case during
~this fldgety twenty minutes on his two-hundred-
guiinea fencer, but is a determined rider none the
Iess. The contrast which he nnw presenits to Lard
Blithesdale is not anc of inferiority of mankind;
nay, of the two, Peterkin is very prohably the mare
effective meniber of society. Beyond ail] question
he lias donc more, a ,,reat deal more. The con-
trast is rather between twa different wavs of takinz

church and country questions, and on these be is
always nowadays listened to with respect in the
Lords. But the main current of his activities bas
been deflected to county business and estate man-
agement, and no doubt he is the happier, tbough
less distinguisÎhed, for the change. Thruster says
that be bas no ambition; but in T-hruster's estima-
tion -the mere desire to do weli is not an ambition.
For himfi ambition means the wish to attract atten-
tion, to make a "big splash," or to "ýarrive." Now
1 question if the aristocrat knows the meaning of
this phrase or that word. 'Certainly neither one
nor the other is conceivable in bim, cither as an
aim or as a vocation. Hence it is, perbaps, that
be grudges no mari his success; he is of ail men
the least jealous. Tbough a poor mari, if bis posi-
tion -be taken into accourut, -bis estate is ini good
order. His word, f rom the chair aof the county
council, is an unwritten Local Governrnent Act.

MINORITIES RULEISUPPOSE, that-like ail intelligent observers-
you have noticed tbat minorities generally rule.
Ail tbis chatter about "majority rule" is bun-
combe, a f raud on the people, a gross deception

of the trusting demnocracy. Majorities seldomn rule;
and, wben they do, it is either because the subj ect
they are allowcd tvo decide is of no great import-
ance to anyone, or because the majority bappens
to have tbe samne opinion as the most effective
minority. The majority -of tbe people is a buge,
gelatinous, amorpbous, harmless, indlecisive, feeble
and futile jelly-fisb sort of organisn>-if organismn
is not too coberent a term. To talk about it
"1ruling" is ta talk about the guiding of the wind
by the flutter of dead leaves whicb rustie before its
breatb. The ruling ini a modemn democratic State
is dýonc by minorities-compact, well-organized, de-
cided ininorities, wha know what they want, and

And there is one sense in which Lord Blitýhesdale's
if e is a standing protest against the aibolition of
the _House of Lords. His w'orst en emy could not
accuse him of being a mari of Iuxurious habits--a
charge from wbich bis zest for simple pleasures
qui-te as much as his sense of duty preserves bim.
Were it not for Lady Blithesdale, and bis daugh-
ters, I question if be would have a town bouse at
aIl. And if you wanýt to see him really happy, really
interested, it is not in the enclosure at Ascot, or
the paddock at San.down, thaýt you must look for
bim out amnong bis own Sbire horses and brood
marcs, bis Shortborns, or bis tbriving young coni
fers. He detests bridge, as much as be does tittie-
taittle; and the only timie I have known, him fail
in courtesy was during the visit of a welI-known
reconlteur (well-known, I may add, for malice and
tinveracity) wbom Lady Blithesdale bad invited,
wben bis lordsbip deliberately fell asleep.

brothers wbo will ýturri out on ýelection day and buirl
into everlasting oblivion the group of purblind poli-
ticians wbo put this mneasure-whlcb they tre-
miendously detest-nto force. Under sucb circumn-
stances, a referendumn is simply an ad'ditional com-
plication-a trap for the unwary-a further and
at 'timies formifdable obstacle in the path of the
astute politician wbo knows that, ta save bis skin,
hie mnust legislate against the will of the majority.
A formai, referendumn, carried against him, simply
makes bis pr.edestined course the barder ta defend.
I arn not saying this ta argue against the referen-
dum, I arn ini favour of the referendum; for I do
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