
CANADIAN COUIRIER.

The National ChoirBREATHE low when you speak, for the National
Choir is sad and silent. Whisper It go tbat
the news will not be beard in Washington or

Berlin-the songsters o! ParlIament Hill bave iost
their volces. Nay, worse-tbey are affhicted with a
great mental depression.

Just as this time o! year, In the good old days
gone by, It was their habit to tune their lyres and
to vociferously, if not melodiously, sing those
splendid national antbems, "O Canada!" and "God
Save the King." How the chamber rang witb the
,splendid chorus! How the Press Gallery rusbed to
-speed the news !rom Sydney to Victoria! And the
national puise-, bow fast it béat on these mémorable
ýoccasions!

Was that splendid English poet, J. B. Selkirk,
who sang is hast song just ten years ago, was
ho thinklng o! tbem wben bie wrote:

"Let not the -record be !orgot,
Nor drownedlu party jar,

'Twas the old sea-dogs o! England,
The sailor lads o! England,
The dauntless tars o! England,

That made us what we are."

The hights on the "Niobe" and the "Ralnbow"
have almost gone out. The "Egeria" bas sunk into
za dark oblivion. The Sun o! a sport-lived Canadian
Ambition peeped over the horizon and beat a hasty
retreat. Sir Joseph Pope buried the Maple Leaf fiag
witb suitable obsequies. The Minister o! Militia bas
ordered three volleys !rom the Ross rifle to hoe
fired over Blsley common. The Union Jack flaps
languidly above the chamber, and the music o! the
National Choir is but an echo'from the past.

Ring down the asbestos curtain. The mimicry is
ve.A grent nation al'ambition bas been tempor-

arilY lost lu a fog o! Partisan unreason.

The Anglican ChurchWHETI-ER the Anglican Church le a Protest-
ant body or a branch o! the Catholc Church
is a question which is now being debated

In England and Canada. Rev. Mr. Waterman, in
English Churcb rector at 'Carp, Ont., bas a letter
In a Toronto paper which clearly ludicates that lie
hopes to see the Anglican Catholic and the Roman
Catholic Churches united, In preference to a union
hetween the Anglican Catholie, as hie terms is
church, and the varions Protestant bodies. Here is
,one clergyman at least who does not desire the
Anglican iChurch in Canada classed as Protestant.
This must be very fiattering to the Roman Catbolc
people.

Mr. Waterman accuses Archideacon <Jody o! talk-
Ing twaddle Wbeu hie speake o! "1the sister churches
o! the Reformation," and Includes lu that the Angl-
eau Church. Ho Insiste that the Archdeacon
ishould beave "the church w'hose hread yon est," If
ho bas ceased to, beilevo that the Cburcb ls Catho-
lic, not Protestant.

Over lu England they are havlng a sîmilar con-
froversy, because some Anglican missionaries in
Africa dared to hold communion with some "Pro-
testan t" inissionaries.

If Mr. Waterman and others w;ho tbinik hIke hlm
are right, why not have the British and Canadian
Govomuments change their census returne and the
cOnstltution'al documents wbich descrihe the Church
o! England as "Protestaint"? If It ls a purelyCatho-
lic ýChurch, thon It should be classed wlth sncb lu
the officiai documents, and not with the Protestant
bodies. If It is Cathollc, thon the Sovemeign o! the
Britannîc Peopfles should descrihe himsel! as a
"'Cathollc," not as a "Protestant," wblch le the pros-
eut practîce.

Our IncompetenceCANADIANS are about as green a lot o! nation-
builders as any In the world, and the chief
national vice la Incompetence. For every ton

Canadians who sueceed, about ninety fail. Occas-
lonally a man blunders Into the mihlonalre cla:3s,
but are thore six milIonafres ln Canada wbo won
their wealth fairly and honostly as a resuit o! their
owu goulus and wlthout luck?

We are building up a great country, but the moel-
dental waste Is tremendous. Wben we want te
bulld a new raiiwsy, we appoint a lot o! politîclaus
to do the Job. Thon, wben It ls doue, or nearly
doue, we appoint some more politicians te Investi-
gate the work and estimate how mucb was wasted.
Every session o! the Fédéral Parliameut sees bal!
a dozen Investigations, and many serious charges -4
Incompetence. 'rhe Conservation Commission enys
that mudh o! our Crown domain, foreste and water-
powers partloularly, are heing wasted. Perbape
some day tbere will bie an investigating committae

to look Into the expenditures of the Conservation
Commission îtself. A new Welland Canal is to bie
built at a cost of fl!ty millions. Any one who desire
to be on the committee to investigate tbese expen-
ditures five years bence, should get lu is appli-
cation early.

Nor is this inefficiency confined to Féderal affairs.
Nearly every Provincial Government bas one or
more Investigation In progress or promised. Even
the city governments are being lnvestigated-not-
abiy Toronto and Montreal. The Citizens' Commit-
tee that bas been conducting a survey o! Toronto's
administration flnds a waste of about a million a
year, and niot more than half the field bas been
covered. This committee is now trying to rats a
guarnntee fund of $20,000 a year for five years to
continue Its fight against incompetence. Montreal
is perhaps worse than Toronto, but the fight there
is not systematized as yet.

What Canada needs most o! aitlai a renewed
behie! in "Economy and Efflciency." The Idea that
the people's inheritance and the people's mon2y
should be snuandered in a reckless manner needs
uprooting. The public conscience needs educating.
The people must be taught tbat waste and extrava-
gance are national as well as private sins. The
fight for this reform is mucb more Important than
the work of coilecting millions of dollars annual]y
for the beathen in Japan and China.

National DecisionsWHEN the wholepeople of a nation have a
chance to express their opinion on a great
public question, their decision must noces-

sarlly bie final and bindlng on both political parties.
If the people o! Great Britain were to have an elec-
tion on the question of the advisability o! the pres-
ent Irish Home Rule Bill, the answer given at the
polis would bie binding. Canada had such a case
wben Reclprocity was decided at the pois in Sep-
tember, 1911. But the people o! Britain have had
no such, chance, and the Inclination of Premier
Asquith is not to glve them the opportunity. 'He
bas, however, feit It Incumbent upon hlm to meet
the criticism levelled against the Bihl and to seek
some compromise which will ensure pence.In Ire-
land. In short, there may be a bi-partisan or tri-
partisan settiement o! the Home Rule question.

'Here ls a lesson for Canada. The people have
bad no opportunity to render a clear verdict on
the navy question. Hence there le notbing to guide
either party lu Its attitude toward the Navy Ques-
tion except is own opinions. It dose not seem feas-
Ible or advlsable to have a referendum on the sub-
Ject. Therefore, the one possible solution ls a
hi-partisan naval policy. Somethlng sbould be doue
immcdlately. The Liberale have pledged themselves
to a permanent Canadian navy policy; the Consor-
vatives, to a temporary contribution policy. Neither
will accept the poiicy o! tbe other. Therefore the
only possible solution la a new pollcy to wblch
botb parties can agree. If ibi s la flot doue, tlien our
Brltannic obligations muet remain un!ulfilled for
some years.,

This le a case iu which His Royal Highness the
Duke o! Connaugbt, Governor-General o! Canada,
migbt reasonably take an active lnterest. His
Majesty, King George, has taken such an lnterest
In the Irlsh question and used is Influence lu
favour o! a hi-partisan settlement. Why should not
the Goveruor-General !oliow this précédent and
urge a similar settlement o! the Canadian navy
question?

Minimum WageWOMEN lu Canada are boastlng o! the larger
part they are now playlng In various ulnes
o! public actlvlty. They are justifled lu

believing that their Influence le rlsing rapldly. Que
reform to whlcb they sbould give greater, attention
is tbe question of a minimum wage for women and
minors. Aiready there are laws o! this kind 'n
Australia, New Zealand, Great Britalu, Massachu-
setts and Oregon. Thore sbould ho such a lâw lu
every Province o! Canada.

The minimum wage question tg not well under-
stood In Canada. Many people thInk It applies to
mon, wbereas the best economlc opinion limits It
to women and minors. Again, many thlnk that It
Is necessary to establisb a minimum, wage wblcb
will be the same over a whole Province,' wbereas
the modern laws make it apply only to, a paricular
iocality and a particular trade. For exemple, the
minimum wage for womon lu a wblte-wear !actory
lu Toronto mlght ho hlgber or lower than the mini-
mumi wage for a similar factory lu Hamilton or
London. Further, the minimum rate In a white.
wear factory lu Toronto might ho lower or blgher
than the rate lu a box factory or a candy factory.
Usually there are wage-boards appotnted, and oacb
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trade in each locality is consldered on Its merits.
In this way, a minimum wage law does flot set

one city against another, or one trade against an-
other. It only ensures that ail the manufacturers
of a particular uine in a particular community shall
pay the samne minimum wage. It is aimed agalnst
the mean employer and the "sweat-sbop" trafflc.

Social reformers throughout Canada should tax~e
this subjeet up and discuse it thoroughly. Mini-
mum wage boards are sorely needed ln ail industrlai
centres. As they are created to protect women
and children, the women of Canada shouid be
especiaily lnterested.

United States CapitalWHY is the United States able to supply capital
for its own enterprises, which are numerous
and great, and yet have sufficient surplus

to invest millions in Canada, Mexico and eisewhere?
The answer is to be found partiy lu the figures of
tbeir foreign trade. In 1913, they exported $700,-
000,000 more products than they Imported. The
world had to pay them $700,000,000 lu cash, les
what went ont of the country to pay interest 01n bar-
rowings abroad. Add to this sum the annual savings
of ninety million people, and the total amount repre-
sents the new capital available eacb year.

Why is Canada dependent on foreign capital
iargely? Because as yet we buy more than we sell.
We muet send millions abroad to pay this adverse
balance, and also millions to pay interest on our
borrowings. Canada ls a newer country than the
Republic, and it will be some time before our exports
equal our importe, but the day must come. When
it does, we shaîl be less dependent upon the condi-
tions o! the money markets of London and New York,

The Honour ot QuebecSIR LOMER GOUIN, Premier o! Quebec, bas h.ad
a tryng time in recent weeks. ýWben the
three members of the Legislature were accused

of 'taking money to assist a bill through the two
Hlouses, bie ordered their resignations. Further, ne
co ndemned their faults. This, bowever, was flot
enough to piease soine of lits political, opponeuts.
They demanded furtber prorbOs. This'led Sir Lomer
to declare that tbe wbole matter was a consplracy
agaînst the Liberal party. In impassioned terme hie
deciared: "A new page of history bas been wrltten
In our Provinces. An infamy has been committed
wbich the hIstorian. wili brand as It deserves-"

The whoie matter is most unfortunate. Tenmpta-
tion was set in front of tbree or more men and they
yielded. They bave qulte properly been banished to
private Ilfe. But apparently seeds of discord re-
main, and It may take years to -fully vindIcate the
honour of Quebec and to write the last word in the
ri sing partisan controversy.

A Motor-Boat Flotilla
COLONEL SAM HUGHES, Minister of Militia,

Is l reported to, bave a plan almost ready for
1the organization of a flotilla of motor-ýboats

as an' auxIilary milltary force. These would bear
rnuch the saine relation to the Army and Navy, as
the aerial fleets of Great Britain and Germany or
the Marine Corps and Naval militia of the United
States bear to.the naval and military organizations
ln those countrles.

The U. S. Marine Corps is a body of soldiers
whose particular duty ls to garrison navy yards,
naval stations, and naval -prisons. ýThere are nine
navy yards at present, and eacb bas a Marine Corps
garrIson. There are other detacbments at two naval
stations In the Philippine Islands, and the -stations
in the Marlana Islands, Cuba, Hawali and Key Weit.
There are a dozen other detachments at naval
magazines, hospitals and prisons.

The United States naval militia Is a volunteer
organization now found In twenty-two different
States wbicb border the oceans or the Great Lakes.
Tbey have over thlrty small vessels asslgned to
tbem for their use. These vary from 50 to, 500 tons
register and are mostly armed wltb smail guns.
llinois, an lnland State on Lake Michigan, bas >a
naval militia numberlng about 600, wltb 44 commis-
sioned officers and 100 petty officers.

The aviation corps of the United States basý 20
machines for the use o! the army and about 8
machines for the inavy. In 1913, the United States
spent about $140,000 on this'arm o! the service,
wbile Germany and Great Britain eacb approprIated
about a million and a hai!.

If Canada Is to, have a strong national defence
tberemust be similar auxllary forces, lu addition
to the active and volunteer militia and the regular
naval forces. A motor-boat auxillary would be as
good a beglnnlng as could bie made along thîs line.
The motoriboat would ho a useful au*xlllary to ail
garrIsons, naval or mlltary, sltuated on lake, ri.ver
or ocean. It would be au absolute necesslty, if
Canada were ever called upon to undertake a defeuce
campalgn, on lafhd, because our inland lal<es and
rivers are so numerous. There would aiso hob vari-
ous other advantages, chief of wblch would be the
cultivation of the naval and mllitary spirit ln the
Inland portions o! our vast Dominion.

The motor-boat idea le new, but It bas numerou
possihilities whlch make it worthy o! serlous con-


