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RIE the elections coming? Unless the politicians are trying taAfool us, they are. Everybody is visiblv getting ready for
theri adifthy ae othed hi auum, nybuinssmenor publishers, who make financial arrangements based upon theirexpectatian, should have actions for, damages against somebody. Just

why we should 4o seldom let aur five-year Parliaments run more thanfour years, may need some explaining; but we have caught the habitrecently of quadrennial elections. Sir John Macdonald had it, toa,
though he did put an additional half-year on the life of his second
Parliament after the Mackenzie regime. Governments dread ta find
themselves crowded up against the rapes. They like ta have plenty
of foot-room in the "ring" when the battle approaches. The only
Paiijiament which ever ran out its term ended in complete disaster forthe party in power. People seem ta rather like a Government which
is plucky enough ta face them befare it is constitutionally necessary.

'HIE making of predictions as ta the probable result is now aurgreat national sport. Every other politician you meet wilI take
out a pencil and jot down an the margin of a newspaper his reasons
for believing that "the country" will' go thus-and-sa. lEven greatnewspapers have begun ta publish estimates 'which, show results thatthey would dearly like ta see. ,The Conservatives make great play
with New Brunswick and the election of Bourassa for two seats, inQuebec; while the Liberals retort with Saskatchewan and the sweep
of the Gouin Government back into power. The victory of Mr. H-azen
in New Brunswick-though a bi-partisan victory-certainly indicated
the final break-up of the Blair party in that province; but its effeictupon federal politics is more difficult ta prophesy. If New Brunswick
is convinced that the Liberaîs are going back to office, most people
will look ta it for a fairly strong Libexal delegation. As for Nova
Scotia, few imagine that it will repeat the unanimity of four years
ago; still the chances for this are much better than they were whenSir Hibbert Tupper was talking of "taking his coat off" and making
a fight for the province.

JF the Liberals are stili further crushed 'in Ontario, they ought ta
know who to blame. They have neglected this province federally.

To-day their most effective leader here is Hon. George Graham, asuperfine fellow and a capital campaigner, but a recent minister andan importation from the local legislature. Ontario deserves at thehands of the Liberal party a great national leader of the size of Blake,George Brown, or Cartwright at his best. There should be a man inthe Cabinet from this province who shoulders up beside Sir Wilfrid
Laurier. Mr. Aylesworth has earned aur enthusiastic approval anmore occasions than one; but he is debarred by physical affliction
from taking a leading part in the rough-and-tumble of politics; andthen no one imagines that he would succeed Sir Wilfrid were thePremier ta retire. Mr. Fielding of Nova Scotia outranks him; and,if Mr. Sifton of Manitoba were not out of the Goverment, he wouldaut-rank hîm too. Should the Liberals be routed in Ontario under
such conditions, they can credit it ta thieir own neglect.

1\N fact, we could wax quite indignant over this matter if we did natsee quite as bad-or warse-when we look across the Hanse.
Wýhere are the Conservative giants from Ontario? Where is the mariwho has stepped into the shoes of Sir Tolin Macdnil? Mr.
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our Fosters, our Fitzpatricks, do flot go into polities. Comxnercfinance, and the law swallow up the m.en who should represent us
our great national council.

B UT we were talking of election probabilities. .The -West hasyet shown no signs ofchange. Roblin is as secure as everiManitoba; and sn is Scott in Saskatchewan. Nor is there any evidencof change in Quebec. Bourassa captured two seats; but he ran asLiberal. One of his two seats was St. Hyacinthe; and if any animagines that an opponient of Laurier can win in St. Hyacinthe, hdoes flot know much of the condition of politics in Quebec. Thpeople of that province like toi "see sport" in palitics as well as mosfolk, and were very willing to have Mr. Bourassa promise them a biof Iiveliness in the deadly monotony of their local legislature; but iwould be quite another matter if they were asked to destroy theiiidol, Sir Wilfrid Laurier. What it ail cornes to when a *dded up-ail these probabilities for the whole Dominion-I will let some mornventurous prophet declare. When we do not knaw how large omajority the Conservatives will have in Ontario, how Manitoba andBritish Columbia will go, or how New Brunswick will pan out, pre-diction is a pretty risky business. But it is a significant fact that SirWilfrid is to make his first appeal ta rural Ontario. Rural Ontariowas for long the stauinchest stronghold of Liberalism.

M4AJOR HODDER is a very inquisitive Englishman, who h,bn wandering why the Barbados, alone of the Antilles, arefree from malaria. He thinks it must be because the Barbados,alone of the Antilles, are free from gnats. But why no gnats? Becauseof the wild and benelicent profusion of flsh called "millions.") Themillions eat the gnats while they're still larvae. Acting on MajorHodder's theory, the jamaicans, the people of Colon, and the colonisof British Guiana have imported millions, and la!1 the gnats vanish.In Africa, where rage the most deadly s,-wamp fevers, millions areemployed with immense succesg. The same means has been adaptedby the Italian governiment ta rid the Roman Campagnia of its însectfoes.

"Protection" is stiii a live issue in England and "Punch" takes advantàgeof the opening of the grouse season to represent its vigour.
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