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it an idle boast-a p art of the game of
bluff the man was piaymng, or was it-

He rose up in bed and lit the lamnp.
What had corne over the atmosphiere of
the place. Surely it seemed suddenly to
have grown close and taint cd. It bore
down upon bimi with'overwhelining force,
dimiminig the light and growing f hicker
and more solid every moment. fI tasted
horribly in his' mouth-it was chokirig
him!

A deadly feeling of nausea seized ini,
but by a supreme effort lie rallied, sprang
to the window, and threw if open. How
cool and sweet was the night air!
.$omcthing touched hlm lightly on the

cheek-a spatter of mud, perliaps, thrown
up by the cab rattling by just then.
He withdrew his head and glanced back-
ward into the room. The light was
burning clear, fthc air in the apartment
seemed dlean and fresh. Inexpressibly
reieved, hie losed the window and got
into bed.

Oblivion was just stcaling overe hià
grafeful senses when the duil booming
of some winged insecf sounded from the
corner of the room. Nearer and nearer
it. came, circling about lis pillow and
rfltoring his dulled faculties to life again.
With an oath he sprang out of bed and
searched the room once more. Thc noise
had ceased and lie could see no sign ofi
the thing, but dircctly hie was on the point
of sleep again, it commenced buzzing
round hlm, neyer once actually seftling,
but occasionally brushing his face with
the tips o f ifs wings.v

Nof once, but, many tâhtes did flua

happen, f111 the grcy dawn, sfruggling
with the yellow lampliglit, showed a wild-
eyed man pecring in odd nooks and
corners for an invisible encmy. Fifty,
forsoofh! The mirror said nearer seventy.
A few days more of this sort of thing would
make a madman of him. Should hie give
in?

He washed and dressed, took a nip of
brandy, and flt soinewhat better. On the
doormat lay a note addressed to 1dm.
He fore if, open aiid read:'

"If the thing 1 spoke of yesterday lias
convineed you of the uselessncss of
attempfing to oppose the will of the
destroyer, lower your shop biinds at noon
to-day. Your last chance."

Wright angrily crumpled fthc paper up
and fiung if inito the street.

"There's his answcr,' if he's anywhere
near," lie said. The man by daylîght was
a different being to the shivering, sweating
wretdh of the niglif. The blinda rcmained
Up as usual.

The dealer had a busy day of if. First
of ail lie instituted a complet e seardli for
has persecutor of the previous nighit, an
unsuccessful search, though lie ransackcd
the house from top to botfom. Then
lie wenf out, faking the joss wifh him,
and made arrangemtents for lis departure
for Holland, slrewdly avoiding a Il back
streefs. Returning home, lie packcd up
his moqt portable valuables in a couple
of trucks. The rest, lie reflectcd, loolung
round with a sigh, would pay the rent
that waç, owing. The air of fIe States
might nof be healthy for hlm for some
f ime affer to-night.

Dctermined to take no risks of another
niglif like the last, lie liad transferred bis
sleeping quarters f0 the top of tIc house.
It was a amali room, lighted only by a
tiny skyligit in the roof. He set the
alarm for an early hour-t lie boat deparfed
af nine-then rested has head on the pillow
thinking lie would sleep weIl to-nighf.

He had pa.sted paper over every clîink
and crevice of the door to preclude any
iinsccf during ftic night. Yet after ail
lie could flot be certaini that there had
actually becn anything ini the rooin ftic
previous nighit. 'That strange buzzing
in his ears miglit have been produced
by the stuffiness of thc place. And
f hat in ifs turn-what had causel that?
Whbo or what was the old man? What-

Speculating on these matters le felI
sudd.anly asleep.

And dreamed. Drcamed that le lad
taken the stones fo fIe lapidary's and was
watdhin f hem bcing eut. eTic atones
wcre as arge as lis hiead and the machine,
strangely enougl, a kind of circular saw,
whosc rasping graf cd painfully an his
cars. If grew louder and louder-a
sudden deafening crash, fIe atone was
split into a fîousand fragments, and lie
was sittine up in bed-awake.

"WVhat is it?" lie askcd,' for it seemed
that someone lad callcd hini by name.

There was no answer, but the peculiar
rasping noise lie had licard in lis dreams
recommenced. No! If was the unac-
countable buzzing, just as hie lad Iceard
if last night.

11e tbrew off t he le Irlothes and
searehed the roorn. Froin one' spot to

another thc noise led hlm in a hopeless
maze of wanderinga. If, was the same
as ever; le couid see nothing.

Finally it ce ased altogether. Me gat
intobe and was on flic brink af sleep
again when if restarted. He pulled thc
clothes over his head.

Boom! boom! 11e eauld have screamned
aloud as lie felt ifs sticky legs about bis
face. He could neither slecp nor kcep
awake.

11e starfed up ini bcd once more. At
lasf! There was the fhing, whatever it
miglit be, circling with bcavy .Wins ond
flic fable. Slower and slowcr if fuiefili
at lengfb if settlcd. A mosquitol

Even as lie had grasped this facf, it
suddenl-Y rose and ficw straiglif at bis
face . Was lie mad? For it seemned to
him to have assumcd flic face of flic fail,
whife-haired pricaf. "Your last chance!"
it boomcd. "Your lasf chance!" In a.
frenzy of rage and repulsion, lie struck
at if witli t he pillow and knocked fthc
lamp over

The old bouse burned like f inder and
formed a gratifying spectacle ta the
crowd that, moh-ik, ad been dra'wn
ta it. *To quote fromn the mornifies,
paper: "Foremost arnong those Who Mu
the early stages of the fire, trîed to a 4ve
some of tIe desler's effects wu -a 'tail
dark-ekinned man Who , la ed lan
acfivity liff le short of marvello ini one
of bis a pparent *age; but modestly dis-
appearcd wlen it became known fIat no
hope could le cntertained of rescumng
the uinfortuinate proprietor."

BRITAIýN- CAILS TO CANADA
THE FACTORY THE FARM

She must have, Food-
for hier Armies in the- Field-for her Workers in the Factory-in
the Munition plant-in the Shipyard-in the Mine.

THERES DANGER IN SICHT-13UT YOU> CAR HELP
Do You KNOW-

that the rapidly rising price of food stufus
means that the World's reserve supply ie

getting small P

Do You KNOW-
that a world-wide famine can *aly bc
averted by increasing this supply ?

Do You KNOW-
that a "food famine" would be a worse
disaster to the Empire and her Allies thau
reverses in the Field?

You CAN-
help thwart Gerinany'u desperate sub-
marine thrust on the high seau.

YOU CAN-
do this by helping to miake every bit of
land in Canada produce- the -very last
pound of food stuifs of which it is capable.

AND REMEMBER-
that no man can say that he has fully done
his part-who having land-be it garden.
patch, or farm, or ranch-fails to make it
produce food to its utmnost capacity.

BRITAIN APPEALS TO CANADA
THE NEAREST PRODUCER 0F STAPLE FOODS

India and Argentina arc more than twice the distance away and
Australi& more than four times.'

2625 Mi LES

1000MILES

11500 MILES

"lNo matter, what difficulties may
face us, the supreme duty of euery
man on the land is to use every thought
and euery energy in the direction of
producing more--and stili more."

Martin Burrell-Minister of Agriculture.

S The Department invites every one desiring
information on any subject relative to Farm

and Garden, to write-

INFORMATrION BUREAU
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