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nade it will lead to a reduction in the tariff, and the I. C. R. would suffer by the
reduction unless an equivalent advance was also made, paripassu, on the I. C. R.

Your petitioners pray that you will be pleased to exorcise the power vested in
you by the Truro and Pictou -Railway Transfer Act, and refrain from sanctioning
any increase in rates which have been current for years, until you have satisfied
Yourseif that an increase is alvisable for the majority of interests involved. And as
xn duty will ever pray,

Your humble and obedient servant,
The Coal Association of Pictou County.

The Halifax Company (Limited),
Representing "Vale Coal, Iron and Manufacturing Company,

" Intercolomial Coal Mining Company,
Acadia Coal Company.

JOHN R. GREEN, Secretary.
On. Sir CHIARLEs TUPPER, Rinister Railways and Canais.

"I RUssELL HoUsE," OTTAWA, 8th Octber, 1883.
SIR,-The Goverment of Nova Scotia received on the 4th inst. a Communica-

tion from your Department dated the lst inst., addressed to the Hon. Com-
missioner of Public Works and writes with reference to the " Pictou Branch Rail-
Way ;" while it appears from that Communication, that the Dominion Government
're unable to comply with the present demand for the transfer of the Branch, the
r'easons for this coikolusion are not stated. The Government of Nova Scotia have to
request that you will be pleased to inform them of the grounds upon which the
'tefusal is based.

To facilitate the transaction of this business, which isofso great importance to ourProvince, the undersigned members of the Government of Nova Scotia have been
deputed to visit Ottawa, and will be glad to receive a statement as to the views ofthe
borninion Government regarding this matter.

We have the honor to be, Sir, your obedient servants,
WILLIAM T. PIPES,

oU0n. J. H. PoPE, Actig Minister of Railways. W. S. FIELDING.

OFFICE OF THE CIEF ENGINEER AND GENERAT MANAGER,
CANADIAN GOVERNMENT RAILWAYS,

OTTAWA, 10th October, 1883.

SIR,-J have the honor to transmit to you herewith, for the consideration of the
ion. Acting Minister, a letter from the Vice-President of the Intercolonial Coal

Ming Company, on the subject of the transfer of the Pictou Branch to the Govern-
'ent of Nova Scotia.

I have the honor to be, Sir, your obedient servant,
C. SCIIREIBER, Chief Engineer and General Manager.

.I BRADLEY, Secretary, Railways and Canais.

INTEROOLoNIAL COAL MINING COMPANY (LIMITED), "1DauMMLoND COLLIEaY,"

MONTREAL, 9th October, 1883.

the uAR SIR,-The Local Government appears to be pushing at Ottawa to captureictou Branch, and with some prospect of success.
We hope sincerely that no change will be made, until arrangements are perfected

carry on the coal business with sufficient rolling stock and engine power.
We fear it is too late to stop a transfer, but we are satisfiod that great dis-

edvantages will arise, not only to the coal properties, but also to the Intercolon-ial}Iftilway.

We will roquire transport during winter of an average weekly output of 2,000
tons. 1,000 tons of this will go to the Steel Company at Londonderry; Halifax will
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