
24

has been considerably lessened* since the de-
fence of the Canadas by the French, in conse-
quence of the facility with which Lower Canada
may now be entered by the various routes which
the intercourse between that Province and the
United States has created. Isle aux Noix had
long ceased to be either the only, or principal
barrier between the two countries. The occu-
pation of this post was not therefore deemed
necessary as a precautionary measure before the
war; nor was it until some time afterwards that
Sir George Prevost was enabled to put it in a
state of defence. As soon, however, as the re-
inforcements and supplies from England gave
him the means of more effectually guarding all
the avenues to the Lower Province, Isle aux
Noix became the object of his consideration.
In consequence of the condition in which it
was then placed, and of the force stationed
there, two armed schooners of the enemy fell
into our possession, and laid the foundation of
the marine which was afterwards formed for
carrying forward the operations on Lake Cham-
plain. There cannot be a stronger proof of the
little importance which the enemy themselves
attached to this post in the early part of the
contest, than their never making the slightest
attempt to obtain possession of it.

* Review, p. 413.


