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]British Gossip
THlE recent visit of the Dowager-Einpress of Russia

to, Queen Alexandra has revived a host of remin-

iscences of the period when the former first came

to England, thirty-three years ago. Amoflg the farnous

festivitîes of that visit was a meeting in Northumber-

land Ilouse, last to be demolished among the great
houses of the Strand.

Lord Rosebery, who lias been a staunch friend of the

London County Council throughout its "progressive"
course, is aggrieved at finding that the littie town of

Epsom, near which stands "The Durdans," bis lordship's

l)eautiful retreat, lias been blighted by the creation of a

colony of lunaties sent from London to occupy 11palatial

asylums" on the H-orton estate. In consideration of the

fact that this area already lias l)een afflicted with four

asylunis, an epileptic colony and an isolation hospital,

Lord Roseberv's protest against the l'heartless ruin" of

Epsomi is entirely justiied.

Evcry week brings fresh announcements of feminine

aristocrats who have become manufacturers or com-

mercial magnates. Lady Algernon Gordon-Lenmox is to

establish a fruit-bottling industry at Broughton, Oxford-

sbire ; Ellen, Countess of Desart, ha-, lately opened a

tobacco farm in Kilkennv County. Another bright Irish-

woman, Lady Aileen Wyndham-Quifl, has allowed lier

busincss instincts to take a more romantie turn and runs

a successful violet farm at Adare Manor, County

Limerick.

The Britishi music halls are nothîng if nlot enterprising.

In order te raise money for the relatives of the victims

of the "Berlin" disaster, the duhious procedure was,

adopted of invîing Captain Sperling and bis companion

who did rescue work to "show themselves" before a

London audience. T.hey wcre fairly stared out of coun-

tenance. Then a Manchester music hall is said to have

offered Mr. George Thoxupson of Clare, Lurgan, who is

reported to have remained in lied for twenty-fline years,

a handsome sum for mercly appearing on the stage. But

"the laziest man on eartli" declined tbe offer. In bis

case, lie verily got up one morning to find himself

famious.

This photograpli shows the wreck of the EIder Demps-

ter liner "Jeliha," a vessel of 3,500 tonls, trading fromn

West Africa to, England. She rau asbore in a fog at

Boat Tail on the, south eoast of Devonshire. One

hundred and ninety passengers and crew were rescued by

means of the rocket apparatus in six hours, 'constitut-

ing a record of a big nature. In the photograpli the

slip is being salvaged by means of the two ropes originally

thrown across lier hy tlie rocket appara615. Luggage

and cargo of ail kinds is being brouglit ashore. She is

firmnly wedged on the rocks at this point and is expected

te becomne ai totl w-reck. No lives were lost, even the

Wreck of S. S. 11.ebbai," Devonshire, Englitnd.

ship's cat and two monkeys being brouglit ashore in
safety.

Marine disasters have corne thick and fast this year

and the winds of Mardi have worked almost as inuch
havoc as the February storms. he "Jeliba" and the

"Suevie" camne to grief on the sanie niglit. The latter
is a White Star flner whîch went ashore near the Lizard.
It' was cut in two last week by means af dynamite and
tlie after part was finally severed and towed into port,
while the forepart remains firmly fixed on the reef.

he royal yacht "Victoria and Albert" lias been re-

decorated and regilded for the cruise in the Mediterran-
eau which King Edward and Queen Alexandra are to
enjoy this spring. The yacht lias heen renamed "Alex-

andra," a mnucli better appellation than the awkward
double titie. No fewer than five new motor launches are
supplied for the royal pleasure trip.

Dr. Emil Reidch, whose lectures on the subject of
"Womnan" drew fasbiouable crowds to Claridge's last
year, is stili a popular figure ini London society. At the

recent opening of the Royal Amateur Art Society's ex-

hibition lie was one of the nuost feted guests and dis-
coursed as deftly on art as lie does on any other sub-
ject. Dr. Reichi, it need hardly be said, is no fniend. of

the suffragettes whose antics lie regards witb constern-
ation.

Among the new members of the bondon County
Council are several peers and beirs to peerages. One of
the most promising of these acquisitions is Lord Kerry,
the eldest son of the Marquis of Lansdowne. While bis
fatber was filling tbe anxions office of Wax Secretary
during the South African War, Lord Kerry was at the

front with the Grenadier Guards b e served as A,.D.C.
to Lord Roberts and won the D.S.O. He is said to be

a great favourite among his father's Irishi tenants.

Mrs. Humphry Ward, whose vigorous denouncemient
of the enfranchisement of women, was a veritable boit
from the blue-stocking, is a grand-daugliter of the cele-

brated Dr. Arnold of Rugby and was born in Hobart,
Tasmania. Mrs. Ward's busband is a writer on the

"Times" but lie is eclipsed by bis wife's adhievements as

novelîst. In 1905 Mrs. Ward tried lier baud as a drama-
tist an~d lier play "Agatha" was performed at His

Majest 's Theatre. Apart from lier literary work, she
is said to be sonietbing of 'a philanthropist, devoting

mucli timie and mouey to the cause of slum. cbildren.

A clever, dbarming Irish woman, witb the romantie

name of Miss Elsa D'Esterre, bas establisbed a remark-

able scbool in Chielsea, called "Simple Life School for
Dames and Damsels." Miss D'Esterre was educated ini

Germany, was sworn translator to the British Consulate

at Frankfort, and on ber return ta England tauglit ini

the H-igli School of Oxford. Finally she turned ber at-

tention ta doxnestic mysteries, with a view to eliminat-

ing "Mary Ann." She was sa successful that the es-

tablishinelt of the Simple Life Scbool followed and

many busbands rise up and cali it blessed.

Mr. Catheart Wason lias actually complaiued on the

floor of the I-louse that Scotland is neglected-aud tbis

at a time wben, as Mr. Spencer Leigh Hughes reminds

him, the Prime Minister is a Scot, the Leader o! the Op-

position is a Scot, wbile the Archbisliop of Canterbury,
the Archbishop of York, the Leader of the Huse of

Lords and the president of its proceedings are ail natives

of the Land o' Cakes. It would sem as if the gilted

sons of Scotlaud were really having a fair sbare of Im-

perial honours. Mr. Wason mnust be afflicted witb Mr.

George Bernard Sbaw's infirinity of shyuess.

Mr. Josepb Cliamberlaini is said to bce recoverig fromn

lis recent illnessi althougli the recovery is very slow. At

latest accounts he takes a drive daily.

Ireland lias given many distinguished sons ta the

service of the Empire, and of tbese there was no more

noted member of the Diplomatic Service than Sir Francis

Plunkett, wbo recently died in Paris. The youngest son

of the nintb Farl of Fingail, lie entered upon bis 111e work

fifty years ago. He retired from Vienna in '1905 among

fiatteriiig testimlofli9is ta bis effective service. Tokia,

Washingtonl, BrusSels, Berlin, St.» Petersbulrg anid Stock-

holmi were alang bis diplomatie aLppoiltmfents.


