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Brightening Rural Lit2e With
Government Movies

13Y 3. CAMElON BECOIRt»
HE lives af the common people have been

- immeasurably enriched by the coming of
mothenitr mbestenhe dulias been bit-
mton icturZblestenhel ab mnogt
ened with the thrills of raptured hours
before the silver screen. They have
taken wonderful trips ta foreîgn lands,have liyed through fairy taies, have hunted "bad men,"have euffered for wayward daughters, and have evenwitnessed reat batties like " The Somme";' to saynothing of t h e fun they've had watching Charlie Chaplin,Fatty Arbuckle, Max Linder and other laugh-makers.

The Movies have demno-
cratized art and enter-
tainiments. No longer are
the masses compelledl tot
gape at dusty paintings, or
statues in musty museums
ta, satisfy their longings.
To-day th% g~o globe-
trottîing via t e >iver screen
on a *pay-as-you-go" Ss
tem, a dime a time.

Tuuly the Movie is the
educatar of the peopile and ..........
is something beIonging pe-
culiarly to thie-it is their
own, for they miade its
developmnent possible.

-That brings us to a new
premiîe. The Movie as an
entertainer is now common-

plce he passing af the
bar-room has left nodeaden- S.,Fmi
ingvoid, brin its place have
cone th.e Movies, bringinq joy, thrills and educationto ail the famil>' at a fraction ofthe cost of liquor.

Yet there is another phase, a great grawing move-ment which seemns to promise unirniited possibilitiesIt î. the birth of a new method af educating-visual
education b y Ieans of motion pictures. Educationalfilms have ben used in many places and b>' man>'arganizations and goverfiments, but it is something to

be proud of to know that visual educational work isbeng adopted in a thora thoroughly progressive mannerin Ontario and in Canada than in an>' other country
in the world.

On May 7th, 1917, the Hon. T. W. McGarry, Pro-vincial Treasurer, established the Ontario ProvincialMotion Picture Bureau, under the direction of Mr. S. C.Johinson, 'who had been engaged in making filmns of manypl1aces, things and processes for over a year previaus.Ithis time more t han fifty films have been produced;more are being finished almost dail>'. It is the presentintention to complete as many as three hundred filmsof Ontario subjects for release to aIl and sundry who ex-press the wisli to learn from these films.
It is the primar>' intention of the Bureau to circuittlsese maînl>' in those centres flot now served b>' estali-lished movie theatres. It Ile i line wlth this basic ideathat the programmes of these rural meetings have beenMiade more attractive b y supplementing the regularshowlng of' educational films with coiedy and dramnarelsfaturing Charlie Chaplin, Mary Pickford, MaxLinider and other famous people. One of these comedyor drama reels will lie used as an initial number on theeveniiig programme, and, when time permits, a secondone as a concluding number. There is a sound businessreasonin this move, for be3'ond the unguestioned benefitsthe recnote rural residents will derive from these comedyfilms, there is the result of greatl>' augmented audiences

at these educational meetings, and the increased recep-
tivit>' ta educational influences.

T HUS al concerned are benefitted b>' the Govern-
Lment'% broad vision.

The 4Department of Agriculture i Ontario ha. beenthe most aggresslve user of educational films; thisDepartment alone having nearly fifty reels ranglng from"Ifow toplata backyard garde»,'rto How to GradeWal' hese filmns are used b>' the Department's
agricultural representatives (anei each county in theProvince) who journey from section to section givinglectures and exhibitions wherever they can get farmers
together.

The use of moving pictures ini agricultural educationalwork i. proving a greater succees than had been antici-patecl by those responsible for its adoption. The averageattendance at the meetings where the district represen-

tatives conducted their educational work by means oflectures and demonstrations, was about 15, whereas ta-
day the average attendance is around 85. This is due
almost entirel>' to the use of moving pictures to demon-
strate the right and the wrong way to get things done
on a farm. There is no doubt that these audiences willbe further increased when the Charlie Chaplin and Mary
Pickford films supplement the educational films as nowshown, but the Department lias no intention ai per-
mitting these comedy films ta take up more than a very
limited part of the evening's program.

ew in Ontario" FÎIM

An Excollent Drawing CardTBAT farmers appreciate what the Government is
doing is proven b>' the attendance at these meetings.In four weeks' meetings (uisuall>' three a week) in fort>'-five counties the total attendance was 67.801. A three-week circuit among the Women's Institutes ai Simca.Countgy brought out a total attendance ai 1,500. More

thn5000 farmers have seen the " Wool Grading " filmnsince November lst, 1917, whule the average attendanceper filmn froin November let last varies front 20 ta 5,000according ta the subject. Thue cost of this educationalwork i. exceptianal>' low as campared with the formermethods, for the cost per cita ai nttendance îsless than3 cents now, as against the former 15 cents. This resuit
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was so outstanding that, when the. Provincial Legislature,duri ng the past session, granted $52,000 for the extensionof thi. worl, members of both the Gavernment and theOpposition rose- to compliment the. Government on thisprogressive novanuent, and on the fact that tIi... filmswere being nmade in Canada b>' a strictly Canadiancompan>'. la passlng it is not irrelevant ta mentionthat Canadians have risen ver>'high in.pearly 'everyphase cf motion picture work. Tle world's leading moviestar is Toronto's own Mary Pickford-Gladys Smith-.jack Pckford le aiea vexy popular and there are mnan>'athers. "The Iron Claw" written b>' Arthur Stringer,ai Chàtharni stilI fresh in the, public mmid, and thatis but one of the hundreds af successful scenarios 'writtenb>'Canadians. Whenit cornes tacamera men and direc-tors, it i. toc much to remember naines; but Canadiansare there and right up at the top, too. Now Canadaha. its own companies operating in Canada-one atTrenton, Ont., making "amusement" reele; oneinToronto, making "educatianal " films; and several othersmaking"news reels" features. But thisisdiressng.
In the making of these educationai films, the OntarioGovernment has recognized the. ver>' important partplayed b>' "the. women on the, farm " and " the wornan inthe home" in the cause of increased food productionand conservation, b>' giving considerable attention to thewidening sphere of women bot1 on the farrn and ln urbancentres. Filmis No. 110, " Rearing Chcens "; No. 111"Incubation," and No. 112 "Killing and D;ressing diPoultry," are thre. very popular reels~, since the. careaf poultry ha. been t h e 'pm-money" earner for thewomnan on the farin from tuie immemorial. FilmNo. 119 " Handling Bees " and twn nothers in eeeeD ç,

.Film No. 169 " National Service on The. Land," whichis a cinema record of the wonderfuî work done b>' Cana-dian girlsbon tIi. farnis in 1917, shows beyond the shadowof a douittheabilit>' ai our girls ta "do their bit"in the hour of the nation's need. This film is being usedas a recruiting feature both in Canada and in the UnitedStates, to whom it has been loaned. It will ever be atrue record ai the part played b>' aur college girls iniwinning the war; it wÎIll le more appreciated in the. yearsto came.
On March lst, last, the Provincial Motion PictureBureau had campleted nine films on Vegetable Growing;

3 on chîckens, 3 on bees,
on fruit growi 7n

liv. stock, 5 an claiyng,
6 on road-makig,3o
grain-growing and 12 on
general topics. Since then
this list bas been increased
very imaterially and a great
numnber oi new subjects
have been put in course ofProduction. The educa-
tional list above is being
kept in constant circulation.

the films an backyard gar-
dening which have been in
use in the schaols as a feature
of the campaign to enlist
tliepupils in "greater food
production " have been agreat success. On. Gavera-ici scAoa ir pment lecturer tells ai hold-
ing one houx lectures twiceper day ever>' school day for two weeks. These lectureswei4e attended b>' from 200 to 400 children of varyingages and onl>' once in the twenty lectures was it liecessar>'ta cal"Order." This test gives foodi for rnuch thoughtupon the advisabîity of adopting visuai instruction, a, aregular part aifeducational ysten. There is much ta

commend the -suggestion for it is a well kiiown thing thatwhat the eye sets the niind remiembers and that so longas ato is visible and continuous it i. difficuit ta keepfroni watchinguthat action. one ai the chief bçnefits oisuch an introdction into aur schools wauld be the con-densation and the cutting clawn of the. curriculum dueta the greater effciency ai pictures as agist printedwords to get across ta the. student th?. il lt conceptionoh uject up-on which education is Mdes .A fewyears hence, th is suggestion will have become hitor>', foralready educationa authorities have recognized thatvisual educatîonal films cannot long lie denied. H-ereand there throughout Canada the>' are being taken uipwith alrnost phenomenal resuits 'bath in Xfparting in-formation an in holding the students' interest.eUp ta this time, little thought ha. beeii givenr ta thisp ase af the educational filin by the. Provincial MotionPîcture Bureau. Its duel work ha. beenithe.cause aibetter farmiing, for the reasaxi that ini the presenit crisisthis is the more imnportant phase, and until aiter the. waris wan, the Bureau'. nmajor efforts will b. cancentrate&ipon the problem<of prodlucing and conserving (,stffsThe subjects ai visual education and vocational guidancebmans ai filmns, can weli wait till the. big job i. finished.Vil-ere ^,l lie time and Pleasure then in taking up thesekindred phases of visual educationial work when the Wari. over; however it would flot lie wise ta overloak themnts af visual educational films in the. meantime.The fact that Canada stands out in the forefront inthe mnatter of the utilization ai motion pîctures for edu-crational work is thegea i ,ig ormebr Evenin the inatter of".War Records" Canada was the firstta adopt rnoving pictures as part of its permnanent WarRecors sYternand st-da arinad aeofan>'ohecoinhatant in its or anizaton for this uros. The rpicture of "The Wattle ai the S on i> '" i b t e g oeanian>' tInt wilî vividly dei the vla but oneeainow being perfarmned. aousd ,

~A I LE Ontarlohlas taken the lead inthe d,el.epmentof a the motion Picture as an eduicational force, itdo .. ot follow that it la the. cl>'pro a in eu- flmfor this purpose. Other prOvinces, espvein filmsProvinces, have followed Ontarios eadanythe ularenw
bus' ndevoingtaredcit The Dominion Govern-ment i. becoming interested inlathe motion picture andat the, present time la having flms madie ofI ts seaboardfisheries and hatcheries. This (Coinued on page 25)
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