Alout the beginning of BScptember laet, our
esteemed friend Mr. Farquharson, on his return
from Perthshire, remained with us about a week,
and delivered a discourse every evening.  His close
apphcation to the conscience excited u good deal of
imereste A night or two before he left us, when the
people were retiring from service, a woman with a
child in her arms, could not refrain from giting vent
to her feehings. A fuw words were epuben to her,
suitable 10 her case 3 and in aday or two alter, she
was rejaieng in Jesus Christ her Saviour.  As Mr,
¥. hod been long ubsent fiom his flock, he could not
at that time remain longer with us3 however, he
promised to visit us agais as soon as possible, und
as soon as he arrived at Tiree that he would send 1o
our aid Mr. M‘Lean, who hud been supplying his
place during his abseqce.

When Mr. M¢L. came, we continued labouring
with increased energy.  We did not expect that the
people would conlinue long to turn out in such
numbers 3 Lut-in this we were agreeably mistaken,
for they were daily increasing. Our chapel was
almost full every night, and generally on Sabbath
cvening we lad no room for them, so that some had
1o standt with:out at the door and windows. We did
not keep our meetings, under the name of revivsl
meetings, nor did we mention how long we should
contiauc thum ; we wished to be guided as Provi-
dnee and circumstapees would direct.  We gave no
e eclalion to the people that they should be con-
tinued for any length of time,—only, e mentioned
when they weie about to dismiss that (D.V.) swe
would have a meeting next night. However, when
we saw the eagerncss of the people to hear, and
the word 1aking effect, we pledged ourselves, while
they would continue to hear, that we would continue
1o address them as long as we had -strength to do
g0. Thus we continued for ten wecks labouring
cvery night except Saturdays, and the desire of
hearing not diminished.

The preaching in general was of that sort which

vis calculated to arouse the careless, by giving them
a view of-their owa character as ruincd and losi,—

. . - L
Ising under the guilt and curse of a violaled law,

fr.m which no transzressop can escape with im-
punity without giving {ull satisfac ion, or incurring
its fearful penalties. False refuges were pointed out
and esposed, and the artillery of truth brought to
bear upon them 3—such as waiting for a day of
power,—lheir professed willingness, but want of
ability to believe,—doing their,eudesvours, &e. Xe.
A full and {free salvation through Christ and him
crucified was pointed vut to the most guilty as the
only refuge, and all, without exception, were invited
to come and be saved.

The effects produced- Someat first made light of
what they heard; but soon their attenlion was
arrested ; they listened with solemrity and anxiety s
therc was no remarkable visible excitement ; every
thing went on very quietly.  Somctimes an invo-
luntary sigh was heard, and the tears, in large drops,
were seen rolling down their cheelis, and some
bowing down their heads upon the seats, and cover-
ing their faces 1o screen their feelings. Anxwus
inquirers were requested 1o come to my house, that
we might converse with them about their case indi-
vidually. For several weeks we had a number of
such almost every night; many of them under
poignant conviction, so that they could not suppress
their feelings, and some in such agony of mind,
that wecould not converse witlrthem till their burst
of fecling had abated. Some, while dirccting them
10 the finished work of Christ, reccived immcdiate

THE HARBINGER.

10%

\peace, others continucd days and weehs Lefure they
,submitted to the truth. We went to sec an old
woman between 60 and 70, who appeared to be
(almost distracted about the state o: her soul. When,
we entered her house, she suid, * You did well to
(eome. Oh! what shall 1 do?” Mr. L. said,
 You must beleve.” ¢ 0,” she exclaimed, L
will believe, 1 will believe! come and tell ne what
1 am to believe.”  When the glud tidings wero
declared, she vbtained prace mimedia‘ely 3 and oll
night and neat day she was rejuicing in Christ with
,Joy unspeakalle. Therewere several similar cases,~—
''some of them for nights could not get much rest with
joy. One individual who had deen anxious about
j the state of his soul, came more than 70 miles tosce
a brother ; they went to bed together, but could not
sleep, when his brother simply explained to him the
{ Plan of salvation; his mind was opened to under-
stand it qusiautly he leaped out of bed prassing the
Lord for his salsalion. Others who came to town
on business, and pecped into our meeting, and some
who listened at the windows of our chapel, went
away with the arrows of conviction in their cons
sciences, When it was noised abroad what was
zoing on at Qbau, the country people crowded
j every night to hear the Word 3 some of them from
14,.6, and 8 miles’ distance.  Ou Subbath some came
as far as 12 and 16 miles. When the truth began
, towork jt operated like leaven in families and among.
j their neighbours.  There were (wo brothers,—the
younger, one night after attending our meetings,
becarne much alarmed about his soul, and secing no
way of escape, was much dejected in his spirit ;
after a restless night he met hus brother in the morn-
ing in the-barn, who, noticing him very sad, inquired
what was the matier with him, O my sins !> was
the teply. ¢ Your sins,™ said his brother, * surely
you are not sych a sinner as that ! 0 yes, |
am!™ *¢ God help me; then, if your sin, who are
S0 young, be such, what must my sins be !  They
are both now rejoicing in Christ.  An intimate com-
panion of these young men, not aware of what
had happencd, came to spend a night of merriment
with them. Mowever, in coming ncar the house,
instead of hearing the sound of mirth and laughter
as usual, he heard the voice of prayer. He wasso
much alarmed with what had taken place that he
did not know what to say; he did not enter the
house, but returned home inan awful statc of mind,
andon the way kaelt down beside a stook of corn,
where he prayed to God for mercy,—the first prayer
he cver offered in his life.  He did not continuc
in that state many days, when God had mercy
upon him, by directing him to the finished work of
Jesus Christ.

For some weeks it seemed as if the fear of God
had fallen on the inhabitants in general. The
meetings and their cffects were the general topics of
conversation 3 so thatthe minds of all classes secm-
cd to be absorbed by them. A comedian, who
happened to come round at that time, made applica-
tion for the Mason’s Lodge 3 but the gentleman to
whom he applicd, properly and prompily refused to
give it, observing that the minds of the people at
Oban, at that time, were taken up with important
matters of a different kind, which cvidently was the
case. New-year’s-day, which uscd to be spent in
revelling and dancing, &c., was kept by us as a
day of humiliation. We had a prayer-meeting and
two sermons in our chapel; and ro noise as usual
was heard in our strects, neither in the day nor in
the Right-lime, no more thanif it had been Sabbath..

The characlers on whom impressions were made
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