. 3

The 8emi.-Weekly Telegraph
is issued every Wednesday and Satm‘w
by The Telegraph Publishing Company, of
St..John, a company incorporated by Act
of the anshture of New Brumswick.
E. W, McCREADY,
President and Manager. |

~ Subscription Rates

Sent by mail to ady address in (,mda
at One Dollar a year. Sent by mail to
any address in United States at Two Dol-
lars a year. All subscriptions must be
paid in advance.

Advertising Rates

O-dinary commercial advertisements tak-
ing the run of the paper, each insertion,
§1.00 per inch.

Advertisements of Wants, For Sale, ete.,
oire cent a word for each insertion.

Notices of Births, Marriages and Deaths,
25 cents for each insertion.

Important Notice
ANl remittances must be sent by post
office order or registtred letter, and ad-
dressed to The Telegraph Publishing Com-
pany.
Correspondence must be addressed to
the Editor of The Telegraph, St. John.

Authorized Agent

The following agent is authorized io
canvass and collect for The Semi- W’eek]y
Telegraph, viz:

WM. SOMERVILLE,

(" rue oy TeLEGRATn |
THE SEMI-WEEKLY TELEGRAPY |
THE BVENING TIMES

New Branswick's Independest
Mmm
luuty ulh!e
h
for the material
: lld moral advance-
ment of eur great Dominion
No graft!
No deals!
“The Thistle, Shamrock, Resc entwine,
x The Maple Leaf forever.” ¥

 Sewi-Wrekly Telegragh
and ©he Wews

ST. JOBN,

N

B., MARCH 15, 1911

N.

-SCHOOL CONSOLIDATION
The record of 201 vacant schools through-
out the province during the year reveals
. a condition that calls for serious and posi-
tive treatment. At an average of twenty
children to each section, and that is per-
haps not too large, we have more than
4,000 children in the province who are
growing up without any of the advantages
of education. The children in those sec-
tious will have no access to libraries, few
books to read, and absolutely no intellect-
for if their paremts put any
value on these things they WOW ‘bave
schools. Our educational system and our
political system run athwartseach :other.
Our politics say that all shall rule, and
ot school system plans for the spread of
intellidence and training which will give
the people the power of inteligent parti-
cipation in political life, and qualify them
to think, to vote and to take an intelligent
part in local self-government. Full educa-
tion will be for a long time the privilege
of the few, but the three R’s at least
should be common culture.

nal interest;

no sufficient reason why al! o ¢
T'-hanld not have opportunity for advanced
study and development. It is sholnt,ely
essential that they have opportunity for|
primary instructionin reading, writing and
arithmetic. We mtt provide for the suit-
able~ primary training of these children.

—

- HOME IMKING 4

In the early (hYl when mety wu on
a 'savage plane of non-culture, the men
were the leisure class, devoting their time!
to loafing, smoking and hunting, while
the women built the huts and hoed the
corn. The only leisure class in the coun-
try today are well-to-do women. It is
‘takgn as the highest evidence of civiliza-
tion when ‘men sizzie in summer offices
while their wives and ' daughters are off
to the seashore resting after the strenu-
ous round of clubs, social duties, reform
committees and world-witheut end- efforts
in the pursuit of culture, pleasure, happi-
ness or what not.

This is ell in the way of progress. Yet
as a people we have not greatly improved
in domestic religion. The children are not
always guarded and trained up in habits
of obedience, truth, purity and self<con-
trol. Their conversation, companionship
and amusements are not always carefully

|

privafe. universities. . exceptio
would Be in the cases where tﬁ,m

‘are heavily endowed.

“The best telephoned countries
world, that'is, the countries having the

maost telephouu per 1,000 popullﬁbﬂ dre
Sweden;” Notway and Switzerland,” where
the felephones are upder public manage:
ment. When the government entered the
telephone field in Stockhelm it ttaﬂy Te-
duced the rates and improved the service,
The same thing was trne when the eities
of Holland adopted municipal ownership
and operation of the -telephone servige.
When Glasgow put in a municipal tele-
phone ' system, she cut the annual rate
from: $50 to $26. In German. cities of
about the size of St. John, or where they
have up to five thousand telephones, the
cost would be $18. In larger cities that
use up to twenty thousand ’phones the
rate for business houses and direct un-
limited service is only $22. This is about
one-sixth of what a similar service would
cost’ in a corresponding American city.

In the United States the development
of the telephone has remained almost ex-
clusively in private hands, and in some of
their eities the cost of a business ‘phome
is as high as 8240 a year. These excessive
telephone rates constitute a tax upen

81 in this course the depu&ment was upheld

watched over., The literature placed in
their hande, the books and mnewspapers
they read, are not always the subject of
| careful and painstaking thought and study,
and it i6 very doubtful if we are training
up a gemeration that will excel in the
things best worth while. There is an im-
mense social interest at stake in the train-
ing and surrowndings of children in the

business and social intercourse, a limita-
tion on the development of civilization,
friendship and industry. The rate in this
city makes it impossible for a very large
number of the average citizens to instal
telephones in their houses. Public owner-
ship would not only tend to make low
rates—rates closer to cost than private
companies are likely to make—but public

home, and many tendencies today are
viewed with fear and doubt by those who
hope for the comtinuance of the old-fash-
iomed virtues in the coming generation.
Mrs. Wiggin, in her picture of Mrs.
Grubb, draws a picture of a woman who
has & chart on her wall to remind. herself }
| of engagements with a long list of so-
’c:etxel, in which the society of three chil-
' dren left to her charge was not included.
. Her expensive mind spread over the sub-
jects of temperance, single tax, hynotism,
dress reform, social purity, religious liber-
ty and the emancipation of women. Her
home would have struck the unregenerate
observer as a spmewhat undesirable place

{
|
|
!

1in which to live, unless he wished to be'

broken daily on the rack of social pro-
gress. Her family circle was not a circle
at all, it was a polygon. It was four
ones, not one four. The fertility of her
mind was ‘'such that it put forth new ex-
planations of the universe every day, like
the strawberry plant that devotes itself
so exclusively to runners that it has no
time for fruit. She had soft-brown eyes,
eyves that never saw practical duties
straight in front of them—liquid, star-
gazing, vision-seeking eyes, that could
nev@g be focused on any near object, such
a8 a twin or a cocking stove. Granting,
that this is caricature, yet many fear that
it is caricature that comes dangerously
near to an occasional portrait;
Housekeeping was the primative indus-|
try and the word ‘economics’ means sim-|
ply the art of the house. Home-making
has passed through many forms from the
earliest days. It is an art which in many
countries today threatens to become ob-
solete. When that happens we will have
songs of home comemorating the glories of
a former day. These will grow out of a
homeless life, as Milton sang of light when
he was blind and Bunyan wrote of the pil-|
gram’s progress when manacled in prison.
Patriotic piety cannot render a higher
service than to. devise ways of enriching

operation under fair political cunditions
tends also to reduce the cost, the normal
public plants being able to secure con-
siderable economies in production; nor
does it have to pay dividends on watered
stock.

PUBLIC HYGIENE

After all, public health is at the mercy
of public officers. The health of the com-
munity depends in very large part on an
efficient board of health. One of the thingé
which the commission will accomplish is
to arouse the health officers to a more
.conscientious discharge of their duties. In
sanitary matters eternal vigilance is the
price of ‘safety. Sanitary science has made
great strides since the discovery of dis-
ease germs by Pasteur nearly fifty years
ago, and thausands of lives have been
saved, but there is much to be done in the
education of the people on sanitary ques-
tions. Many who suffer from the careless-
ness of their neighbors are in of }n-
struction that there is an authority to ap-
peal to against nuisances, Landlords and
tenants often disregard sanitary laws. Be-
neath the houses, unless science and law
flash their vigilant lamp, the cellars are
only too often heaped with all kinds of
decaying matters, vegetables, cloth, rags
and things Sickness from mouldy walls
rises through doors and floors,
through the family, and the hread-winger,
enfeebled through ignorance .and mneglect,
sees . his children become paupers,’ adding
to the burden of taxation. “Sanitation is
the interest of all. The disease or fever
that starts in a cellar in one section of the

town travels easily in air, earth or water|

to all the other sections.
The foes of health and energy and longe-

vity which have been partly embalmed by |
the frosts of winter will be now let loose!

when the suns of spring warm them into
The board of health have not exer-
cised anything Jike due vigilance in forcing

life.

To supply teachers is today the. first nnd elevating this primary social unit and|house owners to equip tenements with

duty of the province: We are spending|
money for many things—useful and profit-

ahle things—building railways and plan-|

ning for new railways, but we cannot
neglect this fundamental thing. If the
parents of these children are too poor to
support schools they must be assisted; i
they mneglect to hire teachers so as to
avoid the school tax, the law ought to be
changed to make such action impossible.
These children should be taught in the

giving it its place of r)ghtful honor.
|

A GREAT AWAKENING

Those - persons who have attributed the|
long silence of Mr. Fred. M. Sprdul, \.‘
P. P., to slumber or a mnatural diffidence, ;
or to a desire to withdraw himself from(
the turmoil of political strife, were labor-|
ing under a delusion. Mr. Sproul has|
really been in retirement with a diction-|
ary. He has now emerged, and for two

| patent closets, and the conditions which

|
fnur half culture permits to exist in ma.ny
| sections of the city lay us open to the|
;Lharge of barbarism as well as the rav ages!

| of disease. Public health means the health |
of the people. 1If the people do not care
for sanitary conditiohs no benevolent]
despot will step from the clouds to force|
the luxury upon them. It is possible that|

stalks |

partment proceeded with its policy of over-
expenditure " without any. regard for the
"‘E“W or the andit-act and ‘that

by the treasury board. We have been told
over and over agminm,”and it has been the
proud boast of the government, that this
audit act was a wonderful measure for the
protection of the “ififerests of the people.
1t certainly affords the government an op-
portunity to look after the interests of its
followers, and if it is desired to construct
a bridge at public expense across a breok i
on gome man’s farm the audit act does not |
place any obstacle in the way. The public
works’ department may :spend as much
money as it chooses in excess of the ap-
propristion, and the {reasury board gives
ite approval. This!government has spent
very large sums of money on public works
without tender. 1t js thus able to reward
the faithful. But what about the interests
of the people at large? It will require
more than the impressive pose of the
Premier -or the abusive tongue of Mr.
Sproul to divert the attention of the peo-
ple from the facts as they are revealed in
the report of the guditor-general. The Op-
position will do well to insist upon full
‘explanation.

A SANE CONSERVATIVE

The Victeria Colonist is one Conserva-
tive newspaper whiclr refuses to abandon’
common sefise in the discussion of the
question of reciprocity: It says:

“If the contention mow 86 eftem made
is correct and the free movement of our
products to the United States is likely to
be hurtful to the British Empire, it would
seem to follow that an export duty should
be put on Canadian produce sent to the
United States suﬁment to prevent the de-
velopment of such a trade provided the
United States ghould of its own accord
lower its duties, We cannot think that
any one contemplates this, and yet it is
impossible to explain some of the things
' that are esid, exeept wupon some such
hypothesis.”

Referring {0 a statement made by Mr.
Macmaster in England, that if the United
States is going to buy ‘Canadian wheit
there will be less wheat to sell to the
United Kingdom, and hence an increase
in the cost of bread, the Colonist asks if
1t is to Dbe inferred from this that we

must. refuse to sell wheat to the United
States. The Conservatives both in Eng-
land and Canada are making many very
absurd statements in their effort to create
political prejudices against the govern-
ments in Britain and in Canada. None is
more absurd than that which contends
that a larger trade betwwveen Canada and
the United States would be injurious]
either to this counh'\ or to the Britishl
Empire.

THE PROBLEM OF POVERTY

The proper care of the poor is one of
the most difficult problems with which
cities are confronted. Charity workers re-
port rather more cases of destitution than
usual in this cxt‘? during the last two
months. This ie dne to several causes, one
of which was_the unpuml amount of gevere
cold experienced dnﬂng that time. Defect-
ive nutrition lies at the- base of many
i forms of degeneracy, and if a city allows
children to be underfed, they are bound to
be a source of trouble and expense when
they grow older. Investigation shows that
too many school children in our cities are
underfed. In four of the largest cities of
the United States, out of 41,000 children
examined, 34.65 per cent., went breakfast-
less to school, and it is estimated that in
 the city of New York 70,000 children often
arrive at school hungry and unfitted to do
| the work required.

In various cities of the old country, the|
\authorxtxcs have provided sehool chxldren:
with a good meal at noonday; and the re-
markable physical and mental improve- }
| ment which followed indicated that a large
proportion of the children-had been suffer- |

mxnstmg laws are quite ample to deal with | ing from under-nutrition. While there arel
,samtary questions. if. they were properly | no accurate figures, it is estimated that in

| work and the drink habit.
mumcipd boqrdn that would fail to act if

fifty in that city is down with the dis

mu ﬁnhrernhe: in nearly every 2 ‘omel WQN; show tlut the public works de- !the chmf causes of poverty are sickness m‘ o

death 1 the families of the poor, lack of
There are few

the’ eﬁnﬂimnu were explained and mefhods
of amelioration pointed out. The problem;
has to be restated in ampler terms than,
we have yet attempted. The disease ix!
more aggravated, the dangers graver, and
the need of radical remedies more absolute |
than our charity has yet fully or fairly
faced.

Be prepared

THE PUBLIC HEALTH

The seripusness of the typhoid epidemus
in Ottawa just now may be appreciated
from the fact that about one out of every

Taken inwardly
throat, colds,

ease. A bill'has been introduced into the
bowel disorders.

commons providing that no municipality
shall take any water for drinking pur-
poses from any stream or river which has'
had sewage or refuse put into it above
the intake pipe, without first having such
water sterilized. Cities that discharge
their sewage into rivers are likely to in-

Bosten,

wounds, sore muscles, swellings,
like ailments are cured by the
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anoovne LINIMEN T

The family remedy in use for 100

| B I In 25c and 50c bottles at all dealers
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— least - partially

fect 'drinking water miles away, because
microbes are hard to kill. Tnstead of |
blaming an epidemic of this nature upon
Providence, today we place the blame up- |
on the municipal autherities. It is not

THE INTERCOLONIAL !

That was a very gratifying statement
{whwh Hon. Mr. Graham was able to lay
before parliament last week concerning the
Tntercolonial Railway. Despite the fact

question in the
Mr.
the legislature

will offer some «

course

| due to the sin of man in general but to
i municipal sin in particular.

The problem for mast cities in the mat-
ter of typhkoid is to disinfect sewage, be-
cause water will have to be taken fromj
rivers which have received a large amount
of sewage. Cleveland, Ohio, solved the
problem by removing its intake pipes
about ten miles out into the lake; the re-

that ite freight and passenger vates '\s(‘!
lower than those of the other great rail-

ways; and very much lower than those of !
the Ontario government railway, the mmvl
ister is able to show a surplus, and to

. : |
point out that had its rates been on an

equality with those of other railways it| A:[‘lk
| talk,

would have earned a dividend on the total

{ compelled {

‘and the inculcation of sanitary rules in|

sult was.that the deaths from typhoid ¢apital expenditure. His statement is especi-
fever were diminished almosi to the van- ally interesting and gratifying to the peo-|
ishing point. . The city of Lawrence, ! ple of the maritime provinces, whose inter-
Mass,, had to resort to filters, because ests are so well served by the government
she was forced to take her water from|railway. In the past there has been an ex-
the Merrimac River, already polluted byi change of freight between the Intercolonial;
sewage from three Jarge manufacturing and the Grand Trunk. Mr. Grahath antici-
cities farther upstream. Sand is as deldlv' pates that in the not distant future there
to the typhoid baccilus as this baccilus 1:! will be an exchange of freight between|
to man. Lawrence constructed huge sand the Intercolonial and the Canadian North-|
filters, covering two and a half acres; ] ern. His whole statement will bave a tend-
#nd when two years later an epidemic|ency to remove any fear which may have
broke out at Lowell—an event which pre-'(’sihted that there was any disposition (o
viously had invariably meant a heavier hand the comtrol of the government rail-
seige for Lawrence—the death rate in the|way over to a private concern.
latter city was only twenty per cent
what it used to be.

The instruction of citizens

|

of
NOTE AND COMMENT

concerning | The crime of the young negro at Willow
ways and means to prevent disease is be-| Grove on TV ednesday night is one of the
coming more important every day. Pre-!mogt revolting that has occurred in this
ventable disease causes more loss of llfe| province for many years, Tt was the act
than war with all its horrors. Some years|
ago over one-fourth of the deaths in Eng-
land were from preventable diseases. Sani-
tary improvements reduced the desths
from typhoid in twelve small towns near

of a brute, entirely devoid of buman in-
stincts,

* »

1

We appear to be approaching a time inj
St. John when a well-conducted burg]axy]
ly fifty per cent. The instruction in pre- will be regarded as a meritorious perform-|
ventive measures is becoming more im- and the skilful burglar the subject
portant every day, and involves @irections| ©f universal approbation. i

» * -
| a8 to how to dispose of waste in houses |

ance,

|
{
4
i
|
l
{

Those Toronto knmights and kings of
| finance ha\e not been able to convince!

, the Conservative leader in |
urong‘

He|

the minds of children. The great hope of

| &hc west,

| with his loyalty or with rec iprocity.

{ tells them so in very plain terms.

. »

ing. children hygiene in the schools. Lh” there is anything

Colonel Waring, the first street commis-
sioner of New York, some time ago gave
the children an opportunity of applying
their knowledge of the public rules of
health. He formed juvenile leagues for
the purpose of street cleaning. The
leagues had their own constitution and
officers. and held weekly meetings, at]
which they discussed ways and means m‘
keep the city clean. They did not con-
fine themselves, however, to dmcuwon,!
but reported lawbreakers to the depart-
ment, warned offenders and tried in every
way to keep their own blocks free from
garbage and refuse. Rimilar leagues have
been formed in many other cities. There
is much work to be dome in our city in
this particular. In alleys and back yards
refuse and garbage are allowed to accu-|
mulate to the danger of all the citizens.
Voluntary associations of citizens are im-
portant agents in sanitary reform. Clean-
liness must be popular among the citizens
before a city can be healthful and clean.
When men and policemen expectorate on
the sidewalks; when peeple throw paper,

bt |

A correspongent writing {rom Port!
Elgin states that Mr. Hazen is entirely
misinformed with regard to the Goodwin’
bridge at Baie Verte, and that public!
money was actually spent to build a bndgei
jacross a small brook running through the‘
Goodwin farm.

* =

Tloyd Harris, who is interested in |
manufacture of agricultural imple |
ments. is not in favor of reciprocity. This|
will not occasion quite as much sulprxsel
as if, for example, Mr. Harris were a pur- ‘
chaser of agricultural implements and as- ]

sumed his present attitude. |

*
If Mr. Fred M. Sproul's
have upheld him so that he might ha\ei
continued his address for another day, the |
state of the government would have ‘neua%
even more parlous than it is at present. |
There must have been times during the|
course of Mr. Sproul’s address when AN
Hazen felt a sepse of shame that
one of his followers who had tl
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gfruxL and cigar stumps in every direction |
)whe:e we must walk and look, just so!

]ong will it be impossible to have a clean | It is very gratifying to 1
city. - t\alue of the exports by the 1

sh:ps to date is half

on recipr ity
enforced. But they are not properly en- of reciprocit)

common. schools before we spend money
for high schools-—bread before pie. If the
parents are indifferent they cannot be al-
lowed to violate their children in their
mast » sacved right. The baby quails and
the infant wolves are relatively better off %
than thesé children. More natural is lheu_i

vouth and more complete their prepara-|

* % »

r\estx;atxons tend to show that fully 2,000,-
Ne law works mechanically or {000 children of school age in the United|
automatically. The benefits of govern- ‘States are badly underfed. Most of thesei
ment are not secured at so cheap a price. ‘(Inldreu live in the cities.

|An this part of oup vivic administration we |
| have fallen into the same loose, unbusi-

days exposed the fruits of his labors to\iforced
the public gaze in the legislative halls at|
TFredericton. Among the words and!
phrases which Mr. Sproul after months

of labor has memorized are the follow-

den professes the desire to get

sion of the views of the people
18 ratified. When
to the people, as it

comparatively

agreement

a 1 greater

| is made
{

Investigation would show the amount of last |

Sk : S THE HAZEN DEFICIT }than for the corresponding

Isuﬁenng in any of our cities to bear abn,m; The Haseri ovarnment. ha\mg X rr\emm“em‘ It was feared carlie:

so very much larger than that of its pre-| | that the record would not prove
{ decessors, should not only be able to great- '50 satisfactory. The export trade, ho :
{ly improve the public services, and carry| s larger;jand ¢ ghere & S
out progressive policies, but it | larger “volume of 10T | by the
i should be able to keep the expenditure! | the corresponding. perind "M yeal l sued Iy more
_ within the income. That it did not do so] In {he sddvess n s thet 0T Much
last year is an evidencé of extravagance, 'legxslatme on Wednesday M. Lpha‘.ul that two Liberals, one of w
|and that it professes to have a iurlﬂ“sr directed attention towa rather serious mat-| 2% f)nfa1v|r. constituency
{where there was really a deficit is proof i ter in fruit raising, and
of a desirc to mislead and deceive 11»1 policy with regard to fruil raising. It ap-
people. | pears that the government is pursuing a| plements, are opposed to |

We are told that there was a surplus of | sectional policy with special favor to umt but it
b ‘ Conservatives throug

) the defect

ceount

od g
near {1

been

the trure

season ment
m

the
whelming vote.

il | will probably have
nesslike, and culpable methods that have|the same proportion to the population as L DEoROly hav

obLained in other departments. Our iu~jn the American cities,

| difference in this particular hequeaths to| | surplus misery, that it is mot omly

a sad legacy to others | dividual problemm but a social p'oblem‘

rolonged misery and multiplied wrongs. | o

fattened at the|Prolons p g l\\ e have no right to demand that children
single-handed, as stray heroes!

g:
“Misrepresentation, slander, malicious nearly will endorse
| vituperation, fraud and pillage, mendacity,

tion. The animals bring up their broodsl cohesive power of public plunder, diseased |
and litters in a natural habitat, and teuh' Finrde, and Snsiuiation. i

them what they know of the science of life| B e

be turning fhem out into the world. |

J)BL::ltc,he; ch)gtdrens lives alte being out:} I PyRto. irengly . dreions, yathe. . fnd Mgy

{ ways of the public grafter.’ Coupled |
» the
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perey b Ser i ive| Yations concerning ‘decency and propriety |

1ot feah ghew: want Tve: o S 10? life” which will no doubt lend force|

them what we have. We send them forthi Pl L

to the work of life and of gmetnmenH . bli e G

with unfettered authority and’ unlettered; The public, who had almost forgotten
s e l\I Sproul, will now see that he is a iorce

yfla].’thn is p; md vt R \to be reckoned with in the pohms of this
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w 'MUNICIPALLY OWNED TELEPHONES

; The success of Manitoba with her public|
i‘ owned telephone system is most encourag- | 1
ing to cities and communities which have,
felt the pressure of high prices in this!
natural monopoly. In the rase of Mani-|
toba public ownership has not been less
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THE AUDIT ACT

The audit act of the Hazen government|
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