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IMPORTANT EVENTS

'LOOKED FOR SOON
“ON RUSSJAN FRONT

fnans claim to have re-taken, together with over 1,500 prisoners, is

: London, Dec. 23—Hartmanns-Weilerkopf, the ‘summit of which the

8 only point of first class activity on the western front, while on the
eastern nghtlni lines there has been little evidence of any disturbance
In the Christmas 101l in the past twenty-four hours. -

There have been gsome clashes in .Galicla, with minor successes on
both sides, and the Russian forces in Persla are fighting twentyfive
miles from Teheran, but the Balkan theatre maintains a place of first
first- importance ‘In the war news, despite the fact that there has been

no severe fighting for several days.

The Greek public’s uneasiness over the possibility of an early exten-
sion of Germanic operations to Greek territory increases hourly, and the
Greek domestic situation ‘is so ruffled that it is stated that pariiament,
as soon as it meets, will declare martial law in order to muzzie the op-
position press, which has been mercilesaly attacking the government.

A Reuter despatch from Athens says that Germany is reported to
have informied Greece that she hopes to reach ‘Baloniki by January 16,
promising, at the same time, to evacuate Greek territory as soon as the

task is finished.
AUSTRIANS TO TAKE LEAD,
Greek correspondents of the Paris newspapers declare that the
Teutonic allies have decided that Austria shall have the initiative in all

the offensive movements in the Balkans, and reports are also publish-
od in Parls that the Austrians aré actually marching on Saloniki.

The British correspondents at Saloniki scoff ‘at the reports of an
early Germanic offensive, however, declaring their conviction that the
1ull Is likely to persist for some time fonger. The Saloniki correspond-

ent of Reuters Telegram Company says that military men

there be-

liéve the Austro-Germans and Bulgarians will establish a screen paral-
fel to the Greek border, taking up strong positifne In the Macedonian
défiles, there to await an offensive: movement by the Entente Powers.

Geneva despatches speak convincingly of

man preparations for

an attack on the Suez Canal, which Is now timed &t the end of January,
but the British press continues to declare that the defensive prepara-

tions will mal

an attack on that territory folly.

The Turkish official communication today refers to the “northern
front,” this being the first reference of the kind, -

From Russia come reports that the Germans and Russians alike
aré making energetic preparations for mew operations éarly In the New-
Year. The Russian military organ, the' Russky Invalid, says: i

“The winter campaign on the Russian front will not be confined to
war of position. Important events are likely very soon. The Russians
and ‘Germans know that the great war will be decided on the Russian
front, for no successss elsewhere can have a prepondering effect untli a

resuit has been obtained here.”
French Recover Positions.

Paris, Dec. 2‘3.—Ths following of-
flolal communication was issued to-
night:

‘ﬂ‘n Artois our artillery has display-
ed activity in the region of Givenchy
and in the neighborhood of the road
to Lille. On the north bank of the
Alsne we effectively bombarded an
automobile convoy between Conde and
Nanteul.

er of the Britieh forces at Kut4ll-Ama-
ra, reports that the night of December
21-22 was quiet.

intense Artiliery Duel Along Whole
itatlan Front

Rome, Dec. 23, via London—The
following official communication was
ispued today by the Italian war office:

“Thére have been artillery duels

|along the whole front. The ememy's

“In, the Woevre to the southeast of jartillery also fired on several groups

the forest of Apremont, the mine
was to our advantage.
the ,Vosges, at Hartmanns-
rkopf, after counterattacks by
the enemy our troops to the left, on
the slopes to the north of the summit,
returned to the positions which they
had previously occupied,

“On the centre and on the right,
{hat is to say, on the ridges to the
southeast of the summit, and more to
the south as far as in front of Watt-
willer, we conserved completely the
ground conquened on a front of two

\kflometres (about a mile and a

quarter). A snowstorm  interrupted
the operations in the course of the
aftérnoon.

“The enemy has violently bombard-
‘il the northern slopes and the sum-
mit of Hartmanns-Weilerkopf.

official communica-

: @ day of December, 23 was char-
acterized by a bombardment on both
aides, which was particularly violent
on the whole front of the Belgian
army, where the enemy indulged in
pure waste in the expenditure of con-
giderable munitions, Our artillery.
y and destructively shell-

‘the German trenches on tlfe banks

n Note Received in
A Vienna.

via London, Dec. 23.—The

new A note regarding the An-

cona has made a good impression here.

gatly answer mmy be expected.
Vork on it has begun already.

Quist in Mesopotamia.

PDec. 28.—A British official
ion, issued this evening,

of houses, cauging some damage. Our
artillery bombarded the railroad sta-
tion at Lavito and the mMitary depots
at Tolinino.”

Varna Not Yet Occupied?

Petrogtad, via London, Dec. 23—
The Russian war office has fssued the
foltowitg official statement:

“In Oalicia, east of Podhaicy, small
enemy detachments repeatedly
tempted to approach our trenches. Our
fire always repulsed them.

“In the Black Sea our torpedo boats
exchanged shots with the shore bat-
teries of Varna. In the coal region
one of our submarines destroyed a
sailing vessél loaded with coal.

“In the Caucasus throughout Tues-
day night the Turks canmonaded our
new positions in the negion of Acha

In the region of the north ”

shore of Lake Vap, our soouts ex:
changed shots with those of the en-
emy.

“In Persia, on Sunday night, we dis
todged the inswrgents from the region
of the village of Arbarik, northwest of
Hamadan. South of Hamadan we oc
cupied Assabad Pags.

“On the 20th our detachment, before
entering Kum, took by assauit the vil-
lage of Save, putting the vebels to
flight and also about 600 gendarmes
mounted and afoot.”

Bomb Attack Falled

London, Dec. 23—The following
British officill communication was is-
sued this evening: "

“Barly this mornisg the enemy
made an unsuccessful bombing attack
on our posts near Pleogsteert woods.
The 'day has been brighter and ' the
artillery consequently - active, The
preponderance of activity hag been on
our side.” .

Offensive Movements in the Balkans—Reported
Plans to be There January 15 and Promises to Qs
Attack on Suez Canal Persist,

ARMY CONFERS ON

Paris, Dec. 23.—Emperor Nicho-
las of Russia hag sent the follow
ing telegram to President Poin

name of the French anmy, the war
cross instituted for military merit,
On this occasion | wish to express
my gratitude the delicate
thought, of which | am deeply sen-
sible.

“} beg you to make known to
the glorious French army that |
am particularly -proud to wear
this cross In token of the confra
ternity of arme which unites my
army with that of allied France.

“NICHOLAS.”

President Poincare sent the fol

lowing reply to the Emperor

“] have transmitted the ami-
able message of Your Majesty to
the French army. It will go to the
heart of our officers and soldigrs
and | pray your Majesty to re.
ceive the expression of their grati-
tude.”

At the same time Presidént
Poincare forwarded the telegram
of Emperor Nicholas to the war
ministry for communication to the
army.

5 GEAMANS T
ENTER GREEGE

Rumored This Ruse Will be
Adopted . to Prevent Objec-
tion on Part of Athens Gov-
ernment to Bulgarians Tak-
ing Partin Attack on Salon-

London, Dec. 24.—Despatches from
Greece to the London morning papers
add to the mystery surrounding the
next_move of the Central Powers.

Correspondents of the Times, both
in Saloniki and in Athens, and the
Morning Post's Athens correspondent,
suggest that the Bulgarians will be in
the vanguard of the Teutonic advance
towards Saloniki.

“All pretended German guarantees,”
says the Morning Post’'s Athens cor-
respondent, “are mere sedatives, in-
tended to induce Greek public opinion
to take the bitter dose as quietly as
posaible.”

The correspondent adds that there

AR

‘March u;h'Saloniki Has Already
sreek Territory as Soon as Task is
offed at by British Press.

CAMPAIGN

ONTENEGRO IS -
YUGHT TO HALT

e Austrians ap-
‘tp a hait in their
jn according to an

authorities given offt.
grin consul here to#

and livestock
gk of the river

80 our troops in

“According to another report, as yet
unconfirmed, a Zeppelin has been seen
fiying over Florina and Demir-Hissar.”

Gen. De Casteinau at Saloniki

London, Dec. 28—A despatch to
Reuter's Tefégram Company from
Saloniki says:

“General Eduouard De Castelnau,
chiet of staff of the French armies, ar-
rived unannounced in Baloniki, and
conferred at length today with Gen-
eral Sarrail, the French commander.”

German General Dies in France.

Amsterdam, Dec. 23, via London.—
The death of the German General Karl
Juug at Thiancourt, France, is an-
nounced by the Lokal Anzeiger of Ber.
Hn, Death was due to apoplexy.

Gen, Jung for a time was gov-
ernor of Bast Flanders. Subsequently
he was commander of a brigade of in-

1S FOR ALLIES TO SEE THAT IT DOES NOT' RECOVER,
LORD CEEIL SAYS—GOVERNMENT AS ONE MAN ON
MAIN PRINCIPLES OF BRITAIN'S WAR POLICY —
FOREIGN OFFICE WHITE PAPER WILL GIVE PRINCI-
PLES ON WHICH BLOCKADE IS BASED.

London, Dec. 23—The most impor
tant -speeches at the closing session
of the House of Commons, before the
house adjourned tonight for the
Christmas recess, were made by Lord
Robert Cecil, under secretary for for-
oign affairs, Walter Runciman, presi-
dent of the Board of Trade, and A. J,
Balfour, first lord of the admiralty.

Lord Robert Cecil’s spéech was in
the nature of a goneral defence of the
foreign office. He denied, rumors of
disgensions in the cabinet, of dissen-
gions among the Allies, and of pro-
German influence in the foreign office.

the reorganization of British indus-
iries after the war.

“There is scarcely a department of
public life,” Mr. Runciman gaid, “about
which we have not been thinking what
likely will happen when the war is
over and how best to prepare for fn-
ture contingencies,

“Nothing in commencial lite will
start off when the war is over in the
same ocondition @s when the war be-®
gan and in every one rewmtionship
with the Central Powers’ zollverein 18
bound to confiiot with our interests.™

After enumeratin the subjects
which the ‘Board of Trade was special-
ly dinvestigating, among them being

War Financing In France.

T Paris, Dec, 23 ~~Emile Afmond, chair-
§ are inoreasing,|,ay of the finance committee of the
Senate, in desoribing today the con-

He announced that the forelgn omce‘um ownership of real property by al-

would shortly issue a white paper.long nr, Runciman instances the dan-
stating the principles on which "‘“I ger iof such ownership, stating that he '
British, blockade of Germany is based.;y .o of one coal field in the midldnds

“Until the resignation of one or ovhel By Ge T radin
»e W ¥ rmans and trading under
more members of the cabinet,” he an English title, wh s Wdle.

| which bears today’'s date

{of partiamentary control, arisine, peft

“Fifteen days of entrenching have
now given the defensive works a cer-
tain solidity, go.¢hat 200,000 men, with
ample food .and munitions supplies,
and reinforcements available by the
open routes, shouid be aeble to resist
any ermy consisting of two or three
times their mumber.”

Zeppelin Over Greek Territory.

Paris, Dec. 23.~—An Austrian aero-
plane flew yesterday to a little more
than within three miles of Saloniki
and dropped bombs near a willage in
the city, according to reports from
Saloniki forwarded by the Havas cor-
respondent at Athens. Another un-
confirmed report from the same
source was to the effect that a Zeppe-
lin had been seen flying over north-
ern Greek territory. The despatch,
is as fol-
lows:

“It 18 reported from Saloniki that
an Austrian aeroplane was perceived
yesterday morning five kilometres
from Saloniki. After reconnoitering
the aeroplane dropped five bombs
near the village of Apapli, without
doing any damage. Three French
aeroplanes started in pursuit but the
enemy aeroplanes flew off in a north-
erly direction.

PROMIOTION FOR
AT WALSH

Popular Official Assistant Man-
ager of New Canadian Pa-

fs a rumor in circulation that thej.

Germans are preparing to clothe the
Belgians in German uniforms, so that
Greece' cannot objéct to their entry.

The Times ' Athens corréspondent

y8:

“puring the last few days the Bul-
garians have been filling gaps in thelr
ranks, and occupying positions all
along their front, while all the Bulgar-
fan heavy guns from Varna already
have reached this fronf. Strumitsa.
where the Bulgarians are assembling
all their stores, will be the place from
which they will attack the Entente
Allies. Their forces mnow numbec
120,000; reinforcements ane arriving,
and it is stated that the attack will
begin when 180,000 men have been
concentrated. King Ferdinand and
Prince Boris are visiting Monastir,”

e alinig

KILBANE AND CHANEY MATCHED.

Cleveland, Dec, 23.—Johnny Kilbane,
of this city, featherweight champion,
and Geo. Chaney of Baltimore, will bat-
tle 15 rounds for the title in Baltimore
March 17. Arrangements for the match
were settled here tonight, apd articles
will be signed tomorrow. The weight
will be 132 pounds ringside.

cific Ocean Services With|grouarr neavy

Headquarters in London,

Speclal to The Standard

Montreal, Q., Dec. 23—According to
a circular just issued H. 8. Carmichael
is' appointed passenger and. freight
manager of the new Canadian Pacific
Ocean Services with headquarters at
8 Waterloo Place, London, England.

It is understood that Captain J. T
Walsh, R..N. R, has been appointed
assistant manager of the new com-
pany, ‘while Mr. 'W. G. Annable has
been appointed general passenger
agent, Atlantic services, and Mr. C. B.

There will he

stantly growing war expenditure, said
the growth was partly due to causes
niready known and partly elso to sk

haps inevitably from the pecessity of
asking monthly credits in advance of
the budget, the mesult of which was
“to throw the reins on the meck of ad-
ministrations in all that concerns pub-
He expenditure.”

in lustrating.the growth of which
hé spoke, Senator Aimond stated that
while the military expenditure for the
last five months of 1914, was 805,000,
000 francs, the military expenditure
for the finst six months of 1916, was
1,100,000,000 francs; for the third
three months of 1915, 1,300,000,000
francs; for the fourth three months of
1916, 1,670,000,000 francs, and for the
first three months of 1916, would be
1,760,000,000 francs.

The total expenditure, including mil-
itary, for the first three months of
1916, would, said Senator Ajmond, be
2,605,000,000 francs, as against 1,665,
000,000 francs in the first six months
of the present year,

Referring to the proposed income
tax, M. Aimond said that the members
of the finance committee, by a large
majority were in favor of postponing
the coming into effect of the jincome
tax law, voted by parliament in~191%
which is to become operative Janu-
ary 1, 1916, to January 1, 1917,

All the credits asked for by the min-
ister of finance on the budget atcount
were granted unanimously.

Benjamin, gemeral passenger agent,
Pacific services, a]l with headquarters
at Montreal. !

‘Captain Walsh before joining the
Canadian Pacific Railway as marine
superintendent had distinguished ser-
vice under the Elder-Dempster Co., in
West Afnica, where in addition to his
other duties he raised and commanded
e volunteer force during the revolu-
tion of 1898, receiving the West !
can medal. He was provincial mem-
ber of the legislative counail there in
1900 and 'was mentioned in despatches
by Col. Wheocks for embarkation ser-
vices guring the Ashanti war.

CHRISTMAS MAIL.

Christiania, via London, Dec. 23.—
The Norwegian steamor - Kristianiaf-
jord, which safled from New York De-
cember 1, has arrived "here, The ves-
sel brought 1,200 sacks of Christmas
ntafl,

The use of the first class mails for
the carrying of food shipments to Ger

: many was first undertaken on a large

scale with the salling of the Kristianif-
jord from this port on December 1,
about 150 packages, each weighing
seven pounds, were mailed at an aver-
age cost of $3.48.

VN

no issue of The

Standard tomorrow. To the readers of
this paper sincere wishes for a (erry
Christmas are extended.

sald, “everyone is bound to accept thej . .+ e Britigh were prevented

view that it is united on the main

to the unity o!‘

. on -ihe

5 if one con-

siders fiistory is a really unexampled
performance of umity.
“Suggestions have

from eiplulting the coal fleid.
added: . Gk
Not Especially Tender to Germans
After War.

He

made, in various forms, that some one |,y ;4 German to stand in its way n
in the foreign office is in the pay of} mnojand, We are not going to especi-
Germiany, or at least, is pro-German.|,py tender to the Germans.”

This is a grotesque and serious charge.

Mr. Runciman apecially referred to

1t 'shows that there are some people|(h, German control of oil fields in
who are unable to stand the strain of| yyope, remarking that this raw ma-

war, and become mere hysterical neu-| 4o,

rotics, when

was of such vital interest to

things are mnot going| mngland that the board was taking

right, for the moment, such people|gpecial steps to see how much of the
think the proper course is to turn ON| German control of this product could
the men who are trying to serve their| pe transferred to Great Britain so that

country and shout ‘traitor; traitor.’”

the latter's interest would be safe

“This is a disgraceful, un-British|gyarded. Continuing, he said:

state of things. It is utterly destruc-

“German trade in South America

tive of the morale of the coullv.r"y, and | and the east has received a serious
it is the duty of every patriotic man|plow and it is the duty of the board to

to stamp on these things.

I mssure | gee that our business men have every

the House that everything that could|advantage.”

be legitimately done to prevent goods

Mr. Runciman referred to the indi-

going into Germany has been done.|cations of a belief on the contiment

One of the members of the House of|that Great Britain

is thus looking

Commons has said that the only way |ahead was inclined to think of the

to effectively blockade Germany is t0 turn of her co 1
go to war with the meutral countries

I want to sa]
s not the po

surrounding German)
most frankly that th
iy of the government,

Germany's Trade Crippled.

he great difficulty in a l7l0ckm|e'llzu_
is to discriminate between goods with | tingenci
an enemy destination and those gon-|early p
neutral | Wh

ninely for consumption in
countries,

“As to our Balkan policy, the aim,
throughout, has been to produce in
those unhappy countries unity instead
of discord. The suggestion that the
foreign office rejécted an alliance with,
or the assistance of, Greece, is abso-
jutely without foundation.”

Mr. Runciman spoke of the steps
the board of trade was taking to pre-

“|pare for commercial conditions after

the war, beginning with the declara-
tion:

“So far as commerce is concerned,
Germany is a beaten mnation, and it is
for us to see that it does not recover.’

Mr. Balfour, replying to various
speakers who had complained .of tha
shortage of ships for mercantile pur-

poses, sald that the whole possibility
ot carrying on the war rested on the
British navy and its mercantile fleet.
He was willing to confess that there
had probably been some wastage ot
tonnage, but to win battles.

“We cannot expect to carry on a
war with the same economy that we
manage the port of Liverpool or
Hull,” said the first lord. “The main
thing has been to see that every war-
ghip was ready to fight wherever re-
quired, and that ewery soldier was

supplied with all necessary to make
him the best fighting unit.”

He urged that the wisest remedy
for the shortage of tonnage was to go
on with the building of merchant ships
which, he thought, should be recog:
nized as war work, second only to the
manufacture of munitions.

London, Dec. 23.—"As far as com-
merce is concerned Genmany is a
beaten mation, and it is for us Lo see
it does mot recover,” Walter Runci-
man, président of trade, told the House
of Commons this afternoon in review-

prosperity
throwing ourselves
to the attainment of

¢ than of
heart and soul
he main object

That is entirely untrue,” the presi-
dent said. “I would not like it t0 be
imagined in France, in Ry A and in
that in preparing for future con-
s we were contemplating an
ce. There is mo peace to
h we could be a panty if it would
in any way conflict with the interests
of the Alle

FORD LEMVES
UNKNOWN 10
REST OF PARTY

Quits Christiania Secretly for
Bergen — Report®d Doctor
Ordered Rest Cure,

Copenhagen, via London, Dec. 23.—
A despatch to the National Tidende
from Christinia says that Henry Ford
left Christinia secretly for Bergen,
where he is expected tonight to go
aboard the  Norwegian-American
steamer Bergenhus, in order to return
to the United States. The despatch
reports that the reason for Mr. Ford's
sudden departure was said to be that
his doctor had ordered him to rest
his tired and overworked nerves.

The remainder of the expedition,
ignorant of Mr. Ford's departure, left
for Stockholm today, the despatch |

ing the steps taken by the board forjsays.’




