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PERSIA FOR THE PERSIANS
IS THE FEELING IN THE EAST

Belgians in the Employ of the

Shah Have Been Dismissed—

Antarctic Expedition Meets With Disaster—The
Tea Growing Industry In India

e S

CALCUTTA, March 9—A phenomen-
@l advance in the value of shares in
Indian and Ceylon tea companies has
followed the increased demand for col-
onfal-grown tea, ‘

In the last three months the market
value of the shares of the leading com-
panies alone, to say nothing of the
smaller companies has increased by
over $10,000,000.

At the .present time the shares are
worth nearly double the price at which
they stood in September, 1902,

High prices for tea are likely to rule
for several years to come, Not only are
the cheaper grades of tea rising in
price, but the finer kinds are main-
taining a strong position, and every-
thing points to a “tea trade boom.”

‘“The popularity of Indian and Cey-
lon tea is the more pleasing because it
supports colonial enterprises,” said a
member of one of the leading exporting
houses when interviewed regarding the
subject.

“It is grown by British subjects and
prepared by machinery in the cleanest
way, but China tea, once so popular, is
prepared by Chinamen, often under the
filthiest conditions.

“China tea is usually prepared for
market in unsanitary native cottages
and the leaves are rolled in dirty Ori-
ental hands.

“Doctors who say that China tea is
less harmful to drink overlook the fact
that Indian and China tea are grown
from exactly the same bush, and the
only difference is that China tea is
weaker and less invigorating.

“If the present rate of consumption
of tea continues there will be a short-
age, and this means higher prices as a
check. These higher prices have al-
ready come and will no doubt begin to
exercise & checking tendency.

“It takes at least four years before
any crop can be obtained off new tea
gardens, and consequently it appears
as though high prices will prevail for
gome years, for there have been no
large extensions for seven years.

“In India no doubt the otitput can be
considerably ‘increaséd but next sea-
son the weather may be unfavorable,
and this would counteract.

“When the duty keeps on varying as
in tea, few people care to risk capital
in. new. developments and this has a
tendency to retard the industry.”

The Norwegian South Polar whaling
expedition ship Catherine under the
command of Captain Bull ran aground'
a few days ago on one of the un-
inhabited Crozet Isles to the north-
west of Kereguelen Islands in the
southern part of the Indian Ocean.

ment of the expedition Is lost, but the
crew were saved. : :

In the year 1884-a very similar tale
had a tragic ending in. these same
Crozet Islands. An albatross was
caught at Fremantle, Western Austra-
iia, bearing round its neck a tin collar
with the news that thirteen French
pailors were wrecked on the Crozets.
The news was then only twelve days
old ‘but owing to red tapg much valu-
able time was lost. It ‘was stated that
there were stores of food on the is-
lands and when. the relief expedi-
tion did arrive it was only to find that
the thirteen sailors had exhausted
their supplies and had left on a raft
for another island. They have never
been heard of since.

The dismissal of the Belgians from
the service of the Shah of Persia is
causing no end of a discussion here for
ther eason that several of the dis-

missed servants have been stopping at’

Bombay waiting a steamer for Europe.
For the purpose of ascertaining his
views on the situation Mr, E. Craw-
shay-Willilams, private secretary to
Mr. Winston Churchill has been inter«
viewed. Mr. E. Crawshay-Willlams
during his late expedition across Per-
sla came into touch with some of the
leading men of the country.

“The dismissal of the Belgians,” said
Mr. Crawshay-Willlams, “from the
Persian service is a matter for great
surprise, as it has always been under-
stood that M. Naus, the Belgian who
administered the customs service was
the great financial genius who saved
Persia from financial ruin, and placed
matters on a more or less level basis.
There is no need to attribute the dis-
missal to foreign interference; it is
clearly due to the feeling of nationality
which is arising in Persia aiming at
‘Persia. for the Persians and run, by
Persians.’ It is an entire mistake to
think that the Belgian .control of_the
customs was a Russian job. It is cer-
tainly for' the benefits of Russia, but
it was done at the suggestion of Great
Britain. The dismissal of M. Naus is
done at the suggestion of Great Bri-
tain. The dismissal of M. Naus Iis
somewhat parallel to the recent at-
tempts to oust Sir Robert Hart from
the Chinese customs, and if, as I sup-
pose, this is an outcome of the national
.spirit it may be inferred that the cus-
toms will be placed in the hands of
the Persians. The changes in Persia
during the past two years have been
almost of an incredible character, and
it must be some time before one can
ascertain if this first experiment of
constitutional government in any
Mohammedan country will fulfill ex-

The ship is a wreck and the equip-

pectations.”

A NOTED RUSSIAN PRISONER'S
~ INGENIOUS METHOD OF ESCAPE

‘ hiter Unliring Efforts He Dug a Tumnel Big Enough to

' fan frontier his comrades immediately

Pass Through and His

Companions Assisted in

the Final Arrangements

COPENHAGEN, -March 8—An inter-
esting account of the escape from the
convict prison of Akalui in Trans-
Ba.kalia of Gregory Gershuni has just
been made public here. Gershuni is re-
garded by the Russian government as

the moving spirit and organizer of the
extreme section of the Revolutionists.
He was sentenced to fifteen years im-
prisonment and as soon as he arrived
at the famous prison on the Mongol-

began to plan for his escape. An op-
portunity presented itself in a little
building serving as provision stores.!
The convicts do their own cooking, and |
have therefore to go frequently to this'
building, of course always under the
eye of warders and soldiers. To be
able to dig unnoticed a tunnel in this
place big enough to dllcw a human body
to pass, and to do all of this by
gnatches carrying away handfuls of
the earth and concealing the hole itself
tor a long time seems indeed a super-
human task. But it was accomplished.
The next task was how to get Gershuni
from his cell to the storehouse and
leave him there for the night, as natur-
ally it was only under cover of dark-
ness that he could venture upon his|
perilous enterprise. His comrades had |
frequently to move to the storehouse
barrels or sacks of potatoes, flour and |
other provisions, so at a favorable op-
portunity Gershuni was smuggled into !
the storehouse in one of such barrels
before the very eyes of the unsuspect- |
ing warder and left there for the night. !

The next precautionary step was the |
most difficult of all, namely, how to|
conceal the absence of the fugitive!
from the cell, seeing that a little win-|
dow in the door of the latter always al-
towed a warder to look in at any mo-
ment, day or night, and see whether it |
was all right inside. It was of course

most imperative to keep the authori-
ties in ignorance of the escape as long
as possible so as to give the fugitive
time enough to reach his friends and
hide himself in security. - Fortunately
Gershuni was not kept in solitary con-
finement but in the company of other
convicts in the same cell. One of these,
evidently a born artist-sculptor, got
hold of a cheese sufficient to make a
human bust, and this he managed to
shape well enough into the resemblance
of the head and face of Gershuni. Rus-
sian political prisoners when together
are wont to spend their leisure in loud
‘and long heated debates on various
topics of philosophy, politics, religion,
science, and literature and the prison
authorities are only too happy to leave
them alone to debate and shout them-
selves hoarse to their heart's desire in-
stead of breaking out in dangerous
mutinies.

Thus Gershuni’'s bust, now made up
of a kind of ventriloquist dummy was
addressed and spoken to by the con-
victs in vehment debating tones when-
ever a warder's steps were heard ap-
proaching the door. The watchman
looking through the little window and
seeing all were present eontentedly
passed on, and thus a good deal of time
elapsed before the discovery of the
daring mistake svas finally made, but
not before Gershuni was already in
safe hiding,

The police department at St. Peters-
burg on learnming of this escape imme-
diately wired to all governors, heads
of the gendarmerie, rural chiefs, fron-
tierr guards, ete., giving a full deserip-
tion of the fugitive with his character-
istic slight lameness and shortly after-
wards received reports from four places
of the simultaneous capture of four
Gershunis, the real Gershuni being at
the vervy time comfortably ensconed in
a house in Nagasaki, Japan.

CQUES LEBAUDY “EMPEROR OF SAHARA”
IS INHIDING TO ESCAPE HIS CREDITORS

He Got Info Difficulties With Turkish Authorities,

Svent Some Time in Jail, Was Released,
and Disappeared, Owing Many Bills

PARIS, March 8.—A mild sensation
courts huve apparently not finished
with M. Jacques Lebaudy, “Emperor”
of the Sahara, as a new case is brought

up against him almost every week,
the “Emperon” meanwhile keeping up
such a strict incognito that even his
most intimate friends do not know his
whereabouts. The latest law suit was
brought by a shipping agent of Ant-
werp for the expense of chartering and
fitting out the Frasquita which was to
open & regular navigation and mail ser-
vice between Las Palmas and& Troya,
the “Emperor’s” capital. The contract
price was $4,000, and the agent alleging
that it had not been paid brought suit
against M. Lebaudy in May, 1905, for
that amount at Brussels. At that
time the ‘“Emperor's” residence was
assumed to be in Brussels as he had
established his “legation” in his man-
sion in the Avenue Louise over which
his flag was floating. M. Lebaudy’s
lawyer put forward the plea that the
court of Brussels had no jurisdiction in
the case as the shipping agent had
treated with M. Lebaudy as a sover-
eign. In the contract M. Lebaudy is
designated as an ‘“Emperor” and the
price agreed upon is described‘as a
subsidy such as governments sometimes
grant for special purposes. It was
therefore a question between a foreign
potentate and his servant and did not
come within the jurisdiction of a Bel-
gian court. The judges, however, over-
ruled this point and gave a decision for
the full amount in favor of the agent.

But when it came to an execution of
the judgment a difficulty arose. M.
Lebaudy had changed his residence and
the only way to obtain satisfaction was
to institute a lawsuit in France to
carry into effect the decision of the
Belgian court. When the case came up
before the First Chamber of the civil
tribunal of the Seine, Maitre Dreyfus,
who spoke on behalf of M. Lebaudy,
said that the sentence of the Belgian
judges ought to be set aside-because in
May, 1905, M. Lebuady had no residence
either in France or Belgium. This is
so true, he added to the amusement of
the court, that six monuths before his
residence was a Turkish prison in
Durazzo. To prove it he read the fol-
lowing letter from M, Lebaudy, who

had been travelling under the name of |

Count Arcis:

“I have got into a slight diffieulty
with the Turkish authorities. I have
appealed for and obtained the protec-
tion of the Austrian and Greek gov-
ernments. I beg you to see the Turkish
ambassador in London, and give him
an exact description of my identifica-
tion and also communiate with the
Austrian and Greek embassies. Tele-
graph to Durazzo—Count Arcis.”

A week later the ‘“Emperor’’ sent a
message to the same addresg in London
with thanks and stating that he had
been liberated. His trouble at Durazzo
it appears was on account of some
camels about which he had a dispute
with the .natives, and which the
authorities deemed most promptly and
properly settled by clapping one of the
disputants into jail. M. Lebaudy went
for some time to Italy and in April,
1905, he was in Cairo, whence he wrote
the following letter:

“During the last few months I went
to inspect the work accompanied by
my officers in Eastern Sahara. Thelr
success was greater than I had antici-
pated. I had not the slightest difficulty
in taking possession of immense areas
of land which nobody before me had
dreamed of occupying. No foreign pow-
er will ever dare to dispute with me as
to the possession of thé country which
I consider of great value. I shall
eternally rejoice at having chosen for
myself the position of an independent
sovereign. Your most truly devoted,
Jacques L.”

These letters the ‘“Emperor's” law-
yers claimed showed conclusively
that His Majesty, Jacques L.,’ of the
Sahara, was not in Belgium at the
time judgment was given against
him. The shipping agent’s lawyer,
however, said that this did not matter.
At that period he still maintained a
“Legation” in Brussels and there-
fore had a domicile in Belgium. The
court has not yet disposed of all of
the details of the case, but it is com-
mented upon that the fact that M.
Lebaudy has annexed the Eastern Sa-
hara to his “Empire” is news, and itis
believed that his strict incog. is due
to his being “lost” in some inaccessible
part of his imperial territory.

PENT A LARGE FORTUNE
IN DRINK IN FOUR YEARS

Swiss Courier Works a Bunco Game in London;Temperance
Movement in England—The Olympia Horse Show
Arouses Much Interest

LONDON, March 7—A terrible story
of a life wrecked and a fortune squand-
ered through drink has just been un-
folded at Stepney on the death of a
man known as Joseph Gibson who, as
the evidence showed, had been a friend
of Mr. Kruger and who had run
through a fortune of $175,000 in four
years.

The widow, Dora Gibson, stated that
she and her husband were captured by
the Boers during the war, that she had
a personal interview with Mr, Kruger
and even succeeded in preventing the
deceased from being shot.

Stating that he was courier to Col- |

onel Vanderbilt, “who was related to
the American family of that name,”
Albert Winter, a courier of Swiss na-
tionality, according to Mr. Giovanni
Dell Agostino, a boarding house keep-
er, called upon him and said he was to
engage a suite of three bedrooms and
a sitting roorn for the colonel and his
family. He stayed at the house for sev-
eral days, incurring a bill of $12. He
gave as security an envelope supposed
to contain a check for $4,000 telling him
to put it in the safe.

Being suspicious Mr. Agostlno.made
inquiries and called in two detectives
and had the paper opened in their pres-
ence, It contained a paper with the fol-
lowing:

“The bearer of this has a current ac-
count with us amounting to the sum of
$4,000,” and purporting to be from a
Paris bank. ;

Seeing that it was worthless Mr.
Agostino gave Winter into custody and
he appeared in court charged with ob-
taining credit by false pretenses.

Sergeant Grey said that prior to his
arrest the accused had arranged to
leave Mr. Agostino’s house and had en-
gaged a house in Hanover Square. He
had ordered fruit and flowers to the
value of about $500 and had represent-
ed that they were for the “Hon. Mr.
Rothschild.” It was propsed to prefer
other charges against the prisoner.

Widespread interest is being taken in
the forthcoming licensing proposals of
the government. Many letters from
correspondents urge that the govern-
ment has-now a brilliant opportunity

of dealing with this question in a
statesmanlike and not a grandmother-
ly way and some of the members of
parliament are kept busy answering
suggestions that have been made in
this connection.

The country is gradually becoming
more sober. The moderate temperance
party is gaining recruits from all par-
ties, and numbers among its supporters
some of the most influential men in the
nation. The brewers and the publicans
are ready to welcome any measure that
gives them a more clearly defined legal
position.

Now it is urged, is the time for a
broadly conceived measure of reform
that will place the owner of a licensed
house in a position in which he can ful-
fill his duties as a useful servant of the
public, and do no more harm to the
welfare of the general community than
any other vendor of the luxuries or the
necessaries of life.

The world-wide interest in the great
Tuternational Horse Show, which is to
be held at Olympia in the summer is
steadily increasing in volume.

A keen sense of rivalry is develop-
ing especially between English and Am-
erican horse breeders and although the
entries do not close until May: 1st next
it is probable that the original estimate
of 2,000 horses will be exceeded.

Every horse will be a picked specimen
and in nearly every case will be a for-
mer prize winner.

Only a small percentage of the
animals will be able to find box ac-
commodations at Olympia and conse-
quently Mr. Frank P. Euren, secretary
of the Hackney Horse Society and
manager of the show for the United
Kingdom of Great Britain and Ireland
and the continent is receiving all sorts
of applications from owners of stables
in London who are anxious to let boxes
for the exhibits.

Not only is Mr. Alfred T. Vanderbilt
bringing over his entire stable and
many vehicles as widely heralded,
but Mr. E. T. Stotesbury, the Phila-
delphia banker, will exhibit his magni-
ficent trotting mare for which he paid
the record price of $25.000 at Madison
Square Gardens. His animals will also
include the famous pair of trotters,

REORGANIZATION (OF
THE CHINESE NAVY

Four Squadrons Will be Established With
Separate Bases—Schools for Officers
to be Organized.

Ememm——

SHANGHAI, March 8—It is proposed
to create four squadrons with their
naval bases for the future navy of the
Chinese Empire under the following
designations: (1) The Liachai (Yellow
Sea) squadron with its naval base at
Chaoshan Island in the Miaotao group;
(2) Phhai (Gulf of Pechili) squadron
with its naval base at Yangcheng in
the bay of that name on the Shang-
tung coast near Wei-hai-wei; (3) Che-
hai (waters of the Chusan archipelago)
squadron with a naval base at Hsiang-
shan Island in that group; (4) Yuchai
(South China Sea squadron) with its
naval base at Pakhoi, Island of Hain-
an,

The board of war has resolved to es-
tablish at once a naval academy at
Tientsin, and naval schools in Nanki-
ang, Wuchang, Canton and Foochow
where a selection of officers will be
educated for the new Chinese navy.

engaged as instructors in these schools,

and everything will be as up-to-date
as possible,

DUTCH VILLAGERS
SEE A STRANGE MIRAGLE

P

Mysterious  Crucifix Appears After an
Explosion, Which Refuses to
Stay Broken,

P )

THE HAGUE, March 8—A real “mir-
acle,” is reported from the little village
of Moerdyk near Bréeda., Four balls in
a mysterious way enterd the house of
a railway guard, moving across the
ceiling and at last touching each other
exploded, causing‘ a ' great flame, As
goon as the smoke had vanished a cru-
cifix was seen on the spot where the
balls had been before the explosion.
The woman who witnessed this miracle
fell down on the floor and commenced
praying. When her husband returned
he tried to touch the crucifix. He drop-
ped it however and it fell into pieces.

But the miracle was not yet over
yet. The pieces moved to each other
and the holy image repaired {tself.
Then a priest was summoned who
lighted a candle. Another miracle! The
wax which ran off did not clod, but
formed a letter on the table whilst the
candle itself had retained its previous
length.

Voices were heard in the house urg-
ing the woman not to conceal the won-
der, and hundreds of people from meigh-
boring towns and all parts of the
province are flocking to the house in
pilgrimage to pray and to behold the
miraculous crucifix and candle.

WORKMEN IN KENT, ENGLAND
FOUND BARBARIC JEWELS

Bracelets Worn by Ancient British Chiefs
Dug up in-a Sandpit,

e smesmens

LONDON, March 8—Workmen én-
gaged in a sandpit at Crayford, Kent,
have unearthed a number of massive
bracelets or armlets of solid gold, sup-
posed to be portions of the barbaric
ornaments.of ancient British chiefs,

. The supposition that the sandpit was
the burying place of the chiefs is sup-
ported by the discovery of bones at the
same spot and of weapons of stone and
flint close by.

The armlets were found at a depth
of three or four feet from the surface.
Their value in gold alone is estimated
to be from $1,500 to $2,000, but their
authority and historical associations
make them priceless.

They are in a perfect state of preser-
vation and bear inscriptions on some
of the jewels which have not yet been
deciphered. Experts are of the opinion
that they date from a period long be-
fore the Christian era.

They have been deposited at Scotland
yard as treasure trove and are now the
property of the crown,

In May last eight similar bracelets
were found near the same spot and the
finders received as their share of the
treasure trove a sum equal to $110.
Those bracelets are now in the British
Museum.

Preferred and Referred, valued at about
$30,000.

Mr. R. P, McGrann, Mr. J. W. Harri-
man, Mrs. Gerken, Mr. Patterson, Mr.
Watson and Mr. James G. Marshall are
among other important horse breeders
who are bringing horses across the
Atlantic.

It has now been decide to include
heavy draught horses in the show.
This extension of the classes has caused
some interesting new Armerican entries,
some of which will greatly enhance

the spectacular effect of the show.

A

English and Japanese officers will be’l

HAS DISCOVERED A SERUM T0
CURE GLANDERS IN HORSES

All Animals in the French Army Will be Inoculated—Princess
Louise Discusses Her Disagreement With
King Leopold

PARIS, March 9.—Quietly, almost
secretly, the French government has
spent about $100,000 in demonstrating
the value of a new serum for “strang-
gles” in horses. The Pasteur Institute,
the first military veterinary experts
and medical men, have been employed
with a view to discovering the exact
value of this new serum discovered by
Professor Dassonville of the Pasteur
Institute.

To strangles is due a host of after
effects which lessens the endurance
are left in the lungs and heart; the
and the calue of the horse. Lesions
animal becomes a ‘‘roarer,” and severe
attacks leave him  worthless. As
eighty per cent. of horses suffer from
this highly infectious malady of the
respiratory organs the importance of
discovering a cure was recognized by
the French authorities.

Before Professor Dassonville’s study
{ this scourge all pravious attempts
at discovering an effective serum had
failed. Baron de Wissocq interested
himself in the professor's experiments
at an early stage, lending land, build-
ings and animals, and the resources of
the Pasteur Institute were also at the
savant’s disposal. Then teh French
government gave him the free run of
the Military School and authorized
experiments without limitation as to
cost, afterwards appointing a commis-
sion to investigate the discovered cure.

When the value of the serum was
established the war minister issued an
army order to the effect that all cav-
alry horses in certain sections should
be inoculated.

A number of peers and other gentle-
men in this country are interested in
the serum, and it is already being ex-
ploited by a small syndicate.

The students of the Paris University
will soon have a fine new building of
their awn for club, study and residen-
tial purposes. The Municipal Council
has leased a piece of ground in the
Rue de la Bucherie at a nominal rent,
and between the parliamentary and
public subscriptions a sum of $80,000
has been collected towards the build-
ing. H. Clemenceau, several members
of the government, M. Casimir Perier
and other notabilities even attended a
“punch of honor” at the Sormonne to
celebrate the event.

The French Automobile Club has at
last made its ¢ hoice of the circuit for
this year’s Grand Prix motor race.
which, as i8 known, has taken the
place to some extent of the defunct
Gordon Bennett cup. The route chose
is that of Dippe, Eu and Londinieres,
forming an equilateral triangle with
its base almost a straight line along
the coast from Dippe to Eu. From Eu
the road turns at a sharp angle and
passes through Le Mesnil, Sept Meules,
Fresnoy to Londinieres on a tolerably
straight course. At Londinieres the
route again makes a sharp turn and
passes through Douvrend, Envermeu
and Ancourt, back to Dippe. The dist-
ance is about fifty miles and the race
will probably take place about the end
of June or the beginning of July.

There is a very general opinion in in-
fluential quarters here that an ar-
rangement between church and state
is in sight. Very conciliatory language
is to be heard on all sides, and the
hope is expressed that the parties are
lwlthin reach of a solution of the prob-
em.

Princess Louise of Saxe-Coburg-Gotha
or as she now signs herself of Belgium,
has written a letter about her debt to

a Frankfort jeweller. First of all she
denies indignantly that she has ever
been under ‘“bad influences’ as repre=
sented by M, Wiener, the lawyer of
King Leopold. Then she states that the
debt in question was contracted more
than four years ago when she was still
the wife of Prince Phillip and that in
order to obtain her divorce a twelve=
month ago she had to sign a document
setting forth that she would settle this
account and all subsequent ones con-
tracted during hrer wedded life as soon:
as she entered ‘into possession of any
inheritance,

“It is a pity,” the Prineess goes on to
say, “that’'I have not received a son
of the Queen’s property and a still
greater pity that I, her own daughter,
do not own the smallest squvenir of
my revered mother. Above all it is re=
grettable—I will go further—it is im-
plous—that these jewels which had
been worn by the sovereign of the
country, these articles which had ba=
longed to her, should have been handed
over without the slightest respect as
objects of judicial seizure. Even the
creditors from whom 'very humane
feelings are not expected were touched
by this sad sityation, and displayed
more reverence by allowing me the
choice of one of the jewels worn by my
mother. No one else ever made such an
offer to me.,"”

Princess Louise declares that when
she contrived to escape she was utters
ly pemniless. King Leopold, she contine
ues, will no doubt acknowledge that
she was in the right when she affirms
that it was the duty of her husband
to settle the account in question, and
of the guardian to see that this was
done, :

The oldest inhabitant in Paris is
said to be Mme. Robineau who lives
near the Boulevard Periere. She came
to this city soon after the Restoration
in 1815 and has never left it since. She
was born in 1800 and is therefore 107
years of age. Her active life ended
when she reached the age of one hun-
dred, when she moved to the Boulevard
Voltaire and from the Boulevard Vol=-
taire to her present residence. She has
not left her present residence since she
entered it. She is a very pleasant old
woman and declares that at her age
she gets plenty of happiness out of
life. She spends most of her time in an
arm chair in a parlor hung with fine
pictures, one of them, “The Virgin with
the Rose,” by Raphael and another an
“Ecce Homo,” by Calvert. Her appé€tite
is still very good and she is fond of
snuffing which she considers the great-
est luxury of her old age. Her hours
are very regular. Early in the morning
she takes a cup of chocolate and a
biscuit. At noon she eats some eggs,
mashed potatoes or peas and fruit and
in the evening at six o’clock, about an
hour before she goes to bed, she takes
a bowl of soup. She drinks only water
sweetened with a little sugar and col-
ored with a drop of wine. For years
she has scarcely tasted any meat and
only once in a while takes a little
b:east of chicken, On this diet she says
she still expects to Ilive happily for
many years.

A challenge to motor from Paris to
Pekin overland next summer has just
been issued by the ‘Matin,” and ac-
cepted by the Marquis de Dion on be=-
half of his famous firm.

The marquis remarked: “It is Jules
Verne and Mayne Reid, but nothing is
impossible.” M. C. Contal has accepted
the challenge,

JULES VERNE'S

IDEA OF A

FLYING MACHINE FINDS FAVOR

British Inventor Applying the Principle of Revolving Wings—
Great Western Railway Making a Strong Bid
for American Passenger Traffic

T

LONDON, March 8.—Plentiful and
cheap as grapes have been during re-
cent years the present year seems
likely to see the fruit more widely con-
sumed than ever.

T. Coop of Harrow, who a few years
ago played for two seasons as “full
back” for England in international
Rugby football, is now seeking inter-
national fame as the inventor of a
business-like flying machine. $

He has put together an ingenious
and simple model, which follows Jules
Verne’s plan of revolving wings as the
meaus of lifting the machine in the
air.

Major Baden-Powell, who is an au-
thority on ballooning, said that Mr.
Coop seemed to have adapted the right
principle for a workable flying ma-
chine. Before long Mr. Coop hopes to
put his working model to the test.

The recent exploit of an Atlantic pas-
senger who reached Cardiff by the new
Great Western route from Queenstown
before the Baltic, in which he crossed
from New York arrived at Liverpool,
has aroused the attention of regular
Atlantic passengers.

The Fishgaurd-Rosslare route was
not established by the Great Western
Railway Company to cater particularly

for American traffic, but the service

is so rapid that it is now the “shortest
cut” from New York to London.

The time occupied by the great line-
ers between Queenstown and Liverpool
is from twelve to fourteen hours to
which another three and one-half hours
has to be added for the journey from
Liverpol to London. The new Great
Western route now enables the voyager
to cover the distance from Quenstown
to London in fourteen hours, as against
the fifteen and one-half or seventeen
and one-half by the Liverpool route.

The passenger to America anxious to
stay in London until the latest possible
hour can leave Paddington at a quar-
ter of nine in the evening and be in
Queenstown at five minutes past ten in
the morning. Or leaving London at a
quarter to nine in the morning he can
reach Queenstown at five minutes past
eleven at night.

The “short cut” is attracting the at-
tention of steamship and railway
managers, but it is not anticipated that
it will interfere to any serious extent
with the usual Atlantic routes.

“iIt is difficult to improve on the
Plymouth route, as it necessitates only
one change over of luggage which is
accomplished in about tweclve minutes,”
said a representative of the White Star
Line in explaipiv= *ma situation.”
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