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Bounty Has‘Resulted in Re-

duced Imports and In-
L : creasn‘ng Export

There has just heen compiled in the De-
partment of Mines by direction of the
minister in charge, Hon. Willlam Tem-
pleman, an interesting report on the pro-
duction of iron and steel in Canada dur-
Ing the fiscal year 1909. This will form
~part of the annual report on the mineral
production of C da, and has been pre-
pared by John MelLeish, chief of the @ivi-
sion of mineral resources and statistics.
“In part it' followp, the ton ‘Belig ' the
short ton: of 2,000 1>ounds except otherwhe

. Btated:
- The fron and ateol lndm:try* in Cuada
in. 1989 shows - a | very satisfactory iand
steady growth as pompared with previous
years. &

There was a larger production of fron
ore then in 1908; an Increased outpuf ef|
-plg irom from Camndhn blast furnages.|
and a larger production. of steél. ingots
and castings; while the imports of pig iron
and of fron and steel goods more or leas
highly manufactured were greatly
@iminished.

Although iron ores are of wide ocour-
rence throughout | Canada, being found
practically in every province, the develop-
ment of these resources has not kept pace
with the growth of our iron metallurgical
industries.

About 17 per cent. only of the iron ore
used in Canadian| furnaces -during 1909
‘was of domestic origin. Much of the coke
and limestone was|also imported; so that
our iron. industries are now, and have
been for a number of years, largely de-
pendent on imported raw rnaterials. :

The total production of iron ore in Can-
ada to the end of [1909 has probably only
slightly exceeded §,000,009 tons, while our
present rate of production varies irem
300,000 to 400,000 tons per annum.,

There were shipppd from Newfoundland
in 1909 about 1,110,049 tons of ore, of which
about 697,068 tons were sent to _anada: for
use at Sydney.  Bince 1898, or during: the
past .fourteen years, we have imported
7,521,086 tons of iron|ore, chiefly from New-
foundland and‘ the| south shere of Lake
‘Buperior. |As against this we have ex-
poried during the| same period: about
1,566,996 toms, chiefly to the United States.
- Developments are in progress, however,

“~Which may in the |near futire furnish a
~much larger supply of  domestic’ ore.
~Aotive operatlons are in progress at Tor-
brdok, N. 8., and pxtensive preparations
being made to ship from the large mag-
netite deposits: near Bathurst, N. B. The

Moose Mountain mine, _nerth of Sudbury,
of which much has -expected, shipped

during 1909, and de-
sing ‘eontinued. Opem 3
ptarted on a. depoeif
past of Port Arthur,
the ﬂut in this distriet, and some injtial
#shipments made. A magnetometric sur-
vey was made of the old Bristol mine/
Pontiae county, Quebee, by an officer o
the mines branch, resulting In the diss
covery of the probable” existence of a
considerable ere body apparently not pre-
viously known. {

The production of pig iron and steel is

still confined to the sastern haif of Can-
®da. chiefly in thé provinces. of Ontarlo
and Nova Scotia. 'nheu are sixteen com-
pleted blast furnaces, with a total dally
;capacity of about 2,785 tons. .Of the six~
teen. twelve have a daily capacily of 160
tons .or over. Of the mixtesn, fifteen were
in blast in 1809 for varying periods of tima.
Hileven were in bisst and five idle Decem-
ber 81, 1809. The number of men em-
ploeved was reported as 1,488 and wages
paid ans $870,420. The production of pig
“fron and steel In 1909 was tha highest
year's production yet turned out by Cana-
dlan furnacex; ‘The bhounty which has
been paid on iron and steel production
ceases ot the end of 1910, although provi-
ston is =111 made for the pavment of
bounty on plg iron produced by slestrie
proosss to the end of 1918,
. The diffculties which had arisan betwesn
tha Dominion Coeal ¢ ¥ and the Do-
minion Iron and Steel Company, respest-
ing the supply of ooul to the'latter, and
which had to a considerable extont inter-
‘ferad. with the Steql Cempany's output,

‘Wwere catisfactorily weeitled in the parly

“part of the year, enabling the Stesl Com-

roduction again up te

) axtendlons  of ita

whteh wili ineiude sn additianal

8e, new coke ovens and a finishing

mill.  Tewarda thie clese of the year. nspn-
tintions wero 'In progress leaking ie the
amnigamatien eof the twe sempanies,
-which - have since bpen susces fIB-
gludad, A new steel plant was bemngz puiit

. @t Lendenderry, white vanious: additiens
and extensions to plants wers being mado
in Ontario.

The Algoma Steel| Company has made
' srrangements for the construction of an
/-sdditional blast furnace of 400 toms ‘capa-
©lity, ‘and the erection of a merchant mill
for the manufacturd
Arrangements were
the construction - ef’
“sufficlent to supply
&1l the coke it will

also ‘being made ‘for
-product coke ovens
the steel plant with

of Iron ére from

"During the pnlt fourteen years the. iron
smelting Industry in Canade has had to
@raw more and more upon imported sup-
plies of iron ore, a large portion of these
..mupplfes being, however, derived from
“Newfoundland, which should hardly be
Jooked upon as a foreign source, though
for purposes of commerce it has to be =0
considered.
;. The total consumption of iron ore In
Canadlan furnaces th 1909 was 1,492,502
“ghort tons, made up. of 257,502 tons of Can-
sdian ore and 1,235, tons of imported
“ore. “The Canadian production was, thers-
fore, only abont’ 17 per cent. of our re-
quirements. Previous to 1896 the furnaces
were supplied altogether by Canadfan
ores. X

Bince the openine 4f the
Michipicoten, end irore recently the
Mooese Meyutain sulne in ITutton town-
-sMp. considerable wdantitics of iron ore
Have Deen oxportsd to the United States: |

The tote: production of plx Iron In Can<
Cadlan furmaces In ¥ was 787,182 short
tons (3E.085 long fond), valued at the fur-
‘nace st $E.581.884; as compared with 650,835
“ghort tome (553,248 Jopg tong). vahisd &t

Helen mine at

1

/ From.Canadian ore ..

of. structural steel. |

from electric furnaces; making ferro-pro

ducts, which are situated at Welland

gault Ste. l(arie. Ont and Buck)nghun.
ue,

1909, 17,008 tons, valued at
per ton, were made with charcosl ns fuel,
and 40,159 tons, valued at $9,210,486, or

per ton, with coke. The amount of char-
4 coal iron made in 1908 was 5,709 tons, and
iron made with coke, 624,126 tons.

The classification of the production in
1909, aceording to the purpose:for which it
was lntended. was as follows: Bessemer,
222,931 tons; basic, 406,921 tons; foundry,
mcludlaz Mhneona, 116,307 tons,

The American- Iron pnd Steel Associa-
tion reported the production of B
Ntlmn!nl’ﬂummahu'twm, as
against 173,499 fons in 1907; and the pro:
duction of ‘basic pig iron in 1968 as 375659
shortstong, as against 382,208 tons in 1907.

Tmum«mptplchmlnTomto
and -Montreal, according to  quotations;

;-or $21.84

paratively little: variation during the year.
In Torento, the quotation was. practically
constant: at from $19,50 to $20 thro:

the year. In Montreal, prices: from
:1&50 to $20.50 for Midla:nd or Ham!lton pig
ron

quoted at  $1650 in January,.
31450 in May, and gradually increasing to
$19 in December:. Basic iron-in the same
market was quoted at $15.50 in January,

in. December. *

entlrely from Canadian ore. Since that
date, however, increasing quantities of
imported ore have been used, as well as
imported fuels and fluxes, until in: 1908
about 88 per cent. of the ore charged, 55
Per cent. of the coke, and 19 per cent. of

tion,-of ceurse, is due to guestions of cost
and transportation affecting each furnace,

| Just as the Newfoundland ore can be moare

chieaply ‘and certainly lald down_ in Byd-
ney, 80 also Ameérican coke ean be dsliv-
ered at Ontario furnmces more cheaply:
than Nova Scotia ceke. In Ontario the
coke fuel is all imported, and in the case
of the furnaces at Sault Ste. Marle and
Port. Arthur the flux is imported. Of the
ore used in that province in 1900 about 44
per Gent. was imported. as compared with
65 per cent. In 1908, The development of
new ore bodies may possibly, in.the near
future, provide a domestic supply of ore,
but for fuel Ontario will probably be de-
pendent for some time upon United Sta'es
sources.

Aceording to returns made to the De-
partment of Trade and Commerce n con-
nection with claims for bounty, 126,298
tons only of the total pig iron production
in Canada in 1909 were credited to Cana-
dian ore, and 607,718 tons to importad cre,
and bounty paid upon it as such. No
bounty, is paid on the iron credited to the
mill cinder, scale, ete., so that the gbove
figurés do not represent the total output
of the furnaces.

Very little pig iran has been exported
from Canada. The quantities exported
during the past two years were 5063 tonus,
valued at $186,778, in 1909: and 280 tons, val-
ued at $10,614, in 1908. The: figures for 1909
include ferro-silicon and other similar iron:
alloys.

dar year 1809 the imports of ordinary pig
iron were 147,925 tons, valued at $1,798,172,
~and of charcoal pig; 413 tons, valued at.
$5,727, or a total of 148,338 toms, valued at
$1,803,919.
the imports were 58,365 tons, valued at
$790,483; comprising erdinary pig, 57,343
tons, valued at $771,615, and charcoal iron.
1,622 tons, valued at $18,818. The general
pig iren s $2.50 per ton. £
The | ‘beunty paid during 1909 ~vas:
g e Ty b, “Tons. - ~Bounty.
Plg Xron— A e
126,298
607,718

$ 214,705-80
425,402 64
766,470 41
488,182 70

.1,544,610 - $1,805,011 55

Nearly 44 per cent. of the' total exports
in 1809 are entered as steel and its manu-
factures. The export of these products
has grown very rapidly during the vast

From_imported .ore ..
Steel . ingots
Steel wire rods

of " $477,768 in 1907- to a value of $1,132,678 in
1909.

The. total imports of iréon and steel
goods during the fiscal year ending:
March, 1809, was $40,393,431; as compured
with $61,819,608 during the previous f.real
year. The welghts or quantities: are in
meny cases. not given, so that it is =nct
possible to state the total tannage of von
and steel imported. A minimum estimate
of the tonnage can, however, be a-rived
at by selecting those items for which the
weights -are- given, The imports of theze
selected items showed a total tonnage in
1909 of 545,594; as compared with 1,079,000
tons in 1908, and 783,025 tons during the
nine months ending March, 197. The’
statistics for 1909 show a falling off in!
imports in all classes of iron and steel
goods.

SCHOOL CLOSING.

(From Saturday’s Daily.)

At the annual distribution of prizes
to the pupils of Miss Messenger and
Miss Archbutt, The Poplars,  Burdette
dyvenue, the following Were the awards:

Head of school—Florence Smith.

Clasg I.—Geography and. literature,
‘Florence Smith; elocution, English
‘history, writing, Denise Harris.

Class II. {upper division)—Map draw-
ing and arithmetic, Hilda Fleming;
scripture and geography, Kitty Smith;
English and English history, Vivienne
‘Chariton;, composition, Maud Neilson.

Clédsg II lower—Geography, Meia
Bowker; writing , Victoria Wylde;
spelling and. dietation, Norah Mesher;
general improvement, Iris Burton.

Cilass JII —Literature and geography,
Lillan oodward; 'second geography,
Betty Gray; secripture, Rosamond
Munday; speiling: and dietation;
Frances Munday.

Primary class—Seripture, literature
and geography, Mona Miller; English
history and nature studies, Doris Reid;
scripture, arithmetic and highest
exam. marks, Marjorie Currie; writing
and- diotation, Mary Wightman,

French—1, Florence Smith; 2, Kitty
Smith, -

Mustcal (presented by Miss Archbutt)
—Florence Smith.

Good conduct *(presented by Mrs. An-
drew (ray)—Senior school, Hilda Flem-
ing; junior gchool, Mary Wightman,

“Noblesse Oblige” badge, voted by
the girls—Denise Harris.

TELLER'S STEHALINGS.
Tacoma, Wash.,, Dec. 28.—President

-V Thorne of the National Bank of Com-

merce, admitted to-day that the figures
he gave out yesterday stating $75,000 to
be the amount of Paying Teller Frank
Fuhrman's alleged embezzlement were
incorrect. He .stated to-day . that the
amount is now $83,117. In banking ofr-
cles. there is a belief that' the- total
amount . of  Fuhrman’s a.lleced wuu-
thuns will reach $100,000. . -

#8.719, 194, in 1908 An §pcreased productiion
4s, ‘herefors, thpwn | of 126,327 tons. or |
% 20 per cm and this dGexpite (he(
8t yderry - {urnace wa.-

I -the wiole year.
»Mﬁ tbo

In the village of Millbeck, near Kum&
s ‘2 most cuﬂous freak of mnature. Two
trunks rise on éacn s.de of a spring of

Of the ‘total output of pig iren durlnl ]

published in trade journals, showed com- 5

In Pittsburg, Pa., Bessemer iron was
falling  to

falling to $1¢ in"May, and increasing to: SB k.

mwutmmglmmﬂbm~'

h R E M-
the limestone: were' tmported. This coate straits -on Feébruary 17, 1910, and ws;:

few years. having increased {ron a v#lue|ah

Owners and Underwriters
Regarding Saivage

‘tio!

G day ‘anernam w

{a settlement had at )

The Yucatan was vrachad “in s Iy
abandoned . by her.owners as. a total
loss. The underwriters, however after
examining the wreck; came to-the con-
clusion that the vessel could;be raised,
-and the British C'olumh&;&hrlﬂe Com-
pany undeértook- the work. - She ‘was
successfully floated under .the super-
visfon:of Capt: Logan, and brought:to
Esquimalt to be surveyed, when .bidé
were invited for placifig the veasel in
a -seaworthy condition. The lowest of
ten bids- was that of the Willamette
Iron & Steel Works, Portland, Ore.,

Setﬂement Reached Between ;

y{bons containing

<

ﬂre shop-wlndow& where are-displayed | fort
the boxes of gay-gelatine-covered bon-

per caps, grotusque
inasks, musical instruments; and Jap-
anese novelties; and on such occasions

-80.very long ago—a.-day that was, per-
haps, the meost exciting ami,ad.ventur-
ous: of a restless life. On the 2ist-of
Décember—it -‘rainéd- ineessantly . in
London, and well I recollect. it. After
luneh 1.sat 0 they selub window in- 8t..
Jamea’ street, 1ﬂ1§ watching QBe
dretiched pa.ners-‘by.- many - of : them
people who were up from the country
to do their Christmas shopping. =
The outloock was a gloomy one, partic-

Considerable quantities of pig ireni:. :
are, however, imported. During the calen-|.

During the. calendar year 1908]

“$TEAMER ST. DENIS -
’Which Is Believed tb Ha.ve Foundemd\With ARl H

awhich agreed o repalr- the vessel ‘in
140 days for $89,900. A’ dispute arose
between the underwriters and the own-
ers, -the latter maintaining that - the
steamer wag. a constructive’ total loss
and as such they had abandoned her,
while the insurers maintdined that the
Yucatan could be repaired and return-
ed for lesg than the amount ef insur-

ce. . ‘
‘While this dispute has been going on,
the Yucatan has been laying at the
outer wharf ~with large - centrifugal
pumps keeping her-holds free from wa-
ter. At one time she llstedfive feet and
settled- considerably, and. to save her
from  ginking. the. Salver was ordered.
from Esguimalt to pump her out.

It is not -expected that the Alaska
Steamship Company will repair the in-
-jured steamer, as it iz understood that
the vessel will be offered for sale as
she “is at present. Bates & Cheese-
borough,. San Franciseo, who operate &
line’ of ‘steamships to New York, sent
in a bid for the vessel, but it:-was re-
jected.

EQUESTRIAN S'TA'!T!E; %

At a meeting of the ge
tee of the Bengal King ]
orial Fund —at Belvedere, i€ re
solved unanimously, on - the ‘motien ‘of

uhﬂy eo for rm:;e!f tu? 3 h&d mnsed
to spend chﬂstmas with my mother-
m-law who had a pretty villa among
the olives outside Nice, put that morn-
ing had received a tefegram from her
saying that she was_very unwell (I
(hdut believe her), -and asking me to
postpone my visit.

The’ club ~was practithily deéserted;
save for one or two old crenies. Every-
one had gone to country houses, and
in view of the message I had received
I felt dull and lonely. It is astonishing
how very lonely i'a man may be at
Christmas ~in- gieat London, -eveni
though at other times he may posaess
hostg. af - friends. 2

I had received ﬁuny a dozen nvitas
tions to country houses; all of which' B 1
had declined, and was now, alas!
stranded _without hope of spandlng a
“merry Christmas,” except in the lone-
1y sllence of my own chambers; s0-

t smoked on; looking’ ;‘torth into the dark~
cnhzg gloom

phy={emio! Weill,
'ﬁramnofmeettngytm" I'&m so0 very

my thoughts rum back t6 a day nét]

{ impudent

T

ﬁccﬂdﬂry when I heard a vaice at my
“elbow nttering my name with a for-

dgn ‘decent. - Turning quickly, I saw; to

“grdat-surprise, a man named
m ~sthom I, had-known; in Flérence.

ar wpulnr in the snobbish BEnglsh
society of that city -of art and flowers.

“'My dear Signor Price!” he exclaimed
,jg his ‘enthusiastic Italina way. “Car-
well' " ‘who would  have

Blmd!” he cried. ™I have ofily been in

3 Ixudon sinee three days.”

¥ shook- my Trlend’s hand warmly,

'!ertﬁwseamsngowehadbaenex-

wymendiy and he had frequently
ned At my house. 1 told him that I
uonm way to tlm Aiblny and in-

z
{ well-aressed; ‘rather elegant man of

Whoie soft “brown beard was
well-trimmmed,” ‘whose -eyes were full of
the soutirern fire, and who rather prid-
ed himself npon being something of a
la@y-Killer.

He'wag n Londnn it seemed, in con-
nection - with an

in ‘which his brotlier and a Ger-
2 in I.ondon, named Gries-

)

the: German, who, he told me, had of-
fices in:Coleman street and lved down
at ‘W on’ - There was a fortune in
the business, he assured me. It was

the rigidity,

Thdat evening we dined together at
the Irocadero, looked in at the Empire,
and returned to the club for a smoke.

Indeed, I as delighted to have found
an old friend just when I wasin deep-
est @espair over the dullness of every-
thing, and of Christmas in particular.

Francesco GAIN had one failing, his
inquisitiveness. After . he
had left me it occurred to me that all
the time we had been togéther he had
been  constantly endeavoring to dis-
cover by recent movements—where 1
had wvisited of late, where I .intended
spending " Christmas, ‘and my “probable
movements  subsequently.

I~ ‘What was at the back of his curiosity,

11 wondered. He was a busy-body,

knew—and thé worst gossip ‘in _the
‘wholé of that gossip-loving city on the
Ambo.’ In the end>I-eéould only attri-

‘propensity for prylng lnto other peo-
ple’s’affairs.
““Ah; ‘Earo Commendatore!” he had

me, ‘“They ptten speak of you im Fi-
renzi. ' How we all’ wish you wer$ back
again with us™

Y94y shall mever go back;” T said brief-
'1y; *“‘cértain domestic trouble ‘prevents}
mt.h-as “you know.”

“f Know—I know, Caromie,” he re-
plied. “Remember, you 'have always
had a true friend In Francesco Galli—
and you always will, T trust:”

Then he entered the taxi which the
hal-porter had called for him.

Next afternoon he called’ upon me,
as we had arranged. I had with me
-Major Gerald Morrison, the well-known
military writer. I introduced Galli to
the- major, and we spent a pleasant
hour chatting and smoking. The ma-
Jor knew Filorence well, .and the two
‘'men had, they found, many mutual
Mends Then, when he left, Morrison
-declared himself charmed by thée man.
f “So aifferent from the usyal-Jtalian,”
‘he . declared. “There's-nothing -of the
popingay about him—nothing of the
modern fop of the Via Tornabuoni, or
the Corso; whieh, in my estlmation is
the very acme of bad breeding and de-
generate idiocy.”

14580, o3 said, “Gallt f8 quite a good

A4

great smoking iroom - at lut.

then drew: the heavy curtains at all
Jong. wmdows shufﬁing out the disy
sceme,

A Than 1 knew, .a ,}m-d-wmkmf«
‘Tister, .entered, - threw himself dowx
weardly, and lit-a cigar. Then, 1d]
that IW I began'to gossip. He wa

the Maharaja of Dm'hhanga, t&m<

the Calcutta Maidan.
expressed the hope th

kindred ohjects
4

gou:g to ‘Dunkeld by the u.é? n-qg;
remar

“that night, he

‘Wyﬁﬁ “mre you sp‘endmg Chri%
AS?* " h

I put cm my.
glnb

| The waiter svmcied on the lght inl3
,-itho

 Italian e
S mwi invited him in:

The _ min 3

Pni glad he's fond of me. I
mﬂ to be dea.dly dun this Christ-

re;!lied by friend. “I've

might'sileave, but the people

. 1% to are down with influenza

E5=80. i '!h&B«iive at_the Junior.”

My | W d saw me daily. I

éﬁgp@;ﬁ:&é ‘Bé & member of the little

-at ‘the bottom of Saint

.ad as we were passing

T To my
X declined.

%A olpb of .my ecountrymen abroad
really doesn’t interest me,” he said in
-excuse.

to- his brother
tall,: thin; rather narrow-
whot from hls atrocious

s

-

Which Went Ashore in ey sem:.'nﬁu, Last Winter, and Since Betng-Salved :

Gmtos-uh.

)('md Hu2 ,arx ‘\"'W(x 5

1% 408 18.5.C.; xMaRRe: Byx G

cw wmr. W qia‘i:‘.g.; ‘three MAM at Outer Whart Pendinx Betﬂenelt Between the Owners and Underwrlten. The Yucatan Is to
At ottt

e o

B

'{seated playing dominoes with a rather

<&, member of.the Florence club

impottmt financial|

md\w *interested.  He and his 1
brother Uberto were paying. a visit to

the discovery of a new alloy, lighter
than aluminfum, yet with twenty times

bute his inquisitiveness to his matural

safd ag he gripped my hand on leaying|

,cm covered with dark-green: gel-

lwas one evening in the Cafe Royal
that I first saw Uberto, who was

| stout middle-aged man in gold-rimmed
spectacles. This turned out to be
Griesbach.

Both men éxpressed delight at see-
H{ing me. They declared they had often
read translations of my books in Ger-
man and in Italan, and it may be that
on account of their flattery I invited
the trio to the Albany for a smoke and
a gossip.

We sat until nearly 2 o’cloek in the
morning. Griesbach had been many
years in London, and was apparently |*
fimancing the scheme of the brothers
Galli, a scheme which, on the face of
it, seemed a very sound undertaking.

All three were thorough eosmopoli-
tans, cheery, easy-going men of the
world, whe told many quaint stories
which caused my chambers to ring
with laughter, while Chapman, my
grave-faced man, seemed filled with
wonder.

Next day was Chﬂstmas Eve, and
Griesbach suddenly suggested that, if
I had nothing. bettér to do, he would
be  delighted' if' T would join their
party at dinner. on Christmas night at
his house over at Wimbledon.

. I -regret. very much,” 1 said, “but
: ve alzeady mranged to dine with ‘my

oxeldmed Frmmlseo Galli,
“I'm sure “Herr. -Griesbach would be
very pleased if heé came also’”’

“Of course!” cried the German mer-
rily. ‘‘The more the merrier. We shall
dine at eight, and we'll. expect you
both. ' T'IL send& a note to the majer
i you'll give me his address.”

I'gave Hto him, and, nothing 1oth,
to spen the festival In such jovial
eorr’ T aceepted.
atertalned a shrewd suspicion
that by their hospitality they wished
to enlist my aid, because I had one or
two friends in the city who might, per-
haps, assist them materially in their
scheme. And yet, after all, Francesco
Galli had oftén been my guest at the
Villa Renata.

Next day I heard on the telephone
from the major that he would go down
to Wimbledon with me, and would call
for me at six at the Albany. Curious-
1y enough, my man Chapman seemed
to resent the constant visits of my
Italian friend, but knowing that, like
the bull-dog Briton he was, he re-
garded all foreigners with suspicion, I
took little notice of that fact.” Indeed,
I had become so impressed by the pos-
sibilities of  the new alloy about to be
exploited with British capital, ‘that I
had really become anxious to “go in’”
with them. Morrison, too, was much
interested” 'when- I showed him. the
specimen of the new 'metal which
Galli had given me.

“Do- you know,” said the major,
wheri he called for me at six o'clock
on  Christmas. evening, “I was about
town a' lot yesterday, and I'm quite
certain that .J was followed by a for-
eigner—a “rather ' big man, ‘wearing
gold spectacleés.” ;

“Nonsense!” "I laughed. “Why
should you be followed by any for-'
eignerg?”

“Tt'isn’t nonsense, my dear Prlce %
he declared. “The fellow kept close
-observation on.me all yesterday after-
‘noon.. When I got back to the junior
I looked out half-an-hour afterwards
and there he was still idling outside.”

“Some chap who wants to serve you
with a writ, perhaps!” 1 laughed
grimly. ‘“A neglected tailor’s bill!”’

“No,” he said, ‘“he’s watching with
some evil intent, I’m certain. I expect
he’s somewhere near, even now,” he
added.

“Why!” T langhed, ‘“you seem quite
nervy ‘over :it. < Next time you see
him go up to the Johnnie and ask
him what the dickens he wants.”

Half an hour later I put on my hat
and coat, and together we took a taxi
to Wimbledon Common. Bare trees
lined the road in which we pulled up,
and each house was a good-sized one,
standing in its own grounds.
Alighting, we opened the gate, and,
passing up a well-kept drive pulled
the bell.
Our summons was answered by a
thin, rather consumptive-looking Ger-
man man-servant, who took our coats
and eeremoniously ushered us into =
big, well-furnished drawing-room,
where Griesbach and the two Italians
were already assembled awalting us.
All were smoking cigarettes, which
made it evident that no ladies were ex-
pected.
. The instant the major entered the
room T saw that he gave a start, and
a few moments later he seized an op-
portunity to whisper to me that the
man who had so persistently followed
him on the previous day was none
other than our host, Griesbach.
“Don’t worry over it, my dear fel-
low,” I urged. ‘‘What motive could
he have? He didn’t even know you!”
And then the gossip became merry
in that room so seasonably decorated
with holly, while Griesbach assured us
of his delight' iIn having us as his
guests.
Dinner was served in the adjoining
room, and a most excellent and
thoroughly English repast it was. Our
hest had been long enough in England,
he told us, to appreciate English fare,
hence we had part of a baron of beef,
with. Christmas pudding afterwards,
and excellent old port and nuts to
follow.
Two young Germans walted at table,
and the party was as merry a one as
any of us could wish. Only the major
seemed serious and preoccupied. He
was suspleious, T knew—but of what?
I now openly comfess that I pretend-
ed a galety which I certainly did not
feel, for after Morrison had told me
that he had recognized Griesbach =2
very strange thought had occured 'to
me: It was this:
As we had entered the garden to ap-
proach the house I felt certain that T
caught sight of the figure of a man
crouching against one of the bushes
in the shadow. At the time I had
thought nothing of it, so eager was I
to meet my friends; yet now, in face
of the major's whispered words, I
grew very suspicious.
Why had that man been lurking
there? When the cloth had been
cleared and @essert laid, the elder of
the two servants placed. upon the table
before our hest a big box of long

atine and embellished with gold paper.
“These are German bon-bons,” re-

fupen the face of my friend Gal);

beaming through his specta
get them each Christmas ¢,
home in Stuttgart.” z
The conversation had agai
upen the splendid m\unw
to be offered to the Hr}t,\,‘
whereupon I half Suggeste
was ready to go into the
self. Griesbach Jumped at 1
Just as I expected, and hangeq
the box of erackers. Fach o
one, in celebration of Christn
on' their being pulled we ri“
small, but really acceptable
of gentlemen’s jewelry with
‘surprise” was a pair of plair
sleeve links, worth fully thre
pounds - (fifteen or twenty
while the major, with whom 1 P
received a nice turquoise scarr.
an incident which quite reassyy
Our host refused to take on
he declared, “‘they are for
dear fellows—all for you.’
8o again the box was pPassed r
and four more crackers we re
This time Morrison’s bon-bo,
talned a tiny gold match-box
within mine I found a smal] cp.
the form of a gold enamelled 4,
hang upon one’'s watch chain
As the major and I pulle
cracker, I suddenly raised m.
and. eaught ~sight of the exp

aff

€ves

ession

It
struck me as very curious. - His sal-

low €heeks were pale, and hi dark
£yes: seemed starting out of his heaq
with excitement.

“Now, gentlemen,” said our
host, after he had passed the 1
a third time, first to the Italu:.s
handed the remaining two bon-1.
across the table to us, “you have
a final bon-bon. ¥n one of them
be found a twenty mark picc
old custom, I suggest, in orde:
mark this  festive occasi
whichever of you four obtains the coj
shall receive, free of any obligation
five shares in our new syndicate

““A’ most generous proposal!
clared my friend Galli, a sent
with which we all agreed.

The two Italians pulled their |
bons, but were unsuccessful
prize—certainly a prize worth winnin
—now lay between the major and n
self.

At that instant,
bach rose from
saying:

“You two gentlemen must cett
tween yourselves. It
you.” And before we v
his intention he passed
.joining room, followed
Italians.

“Well,” I laughed to.Mor
we were alone. ‘‘Here g
decide it!” ~And we both g
long green-and-gold cracker.
coin were within, then I should
ceive a handsome present worth
tle later on, perhaps, several
and pounds.

At that instant, however, we
both startled by a loud smashing «
glass in the next room, curses
Italian and in German, and
shouts in English, followed
sharp report of a revolver.

We._both sprang into the room
there, to our surprise, found that six
men had entered through the broken
French window, and were struggling
fiercely with our host and his friends

‘“What in the name of Fate does this
mean?’” I cried, startled and amazed
at that sudden termination to
cosy Christmas dinner.

“All right, Mr. Price,” answered a
big brown-bearded man. ‘“You I
me—Pelham, of Scotland Yard!
an eye on these bon-bons in the
room. Don’t touch them at per
your life!”

“Why?’ 1 asked.

Then when our host and our
friends had been secured—not,
ever, before the room had
wrecked in a most desperate st
gle—Inspector Pelham came for
to where the major was standing w
me, and said:

“By Jove! Mr. Price! You two have
had a very narrow escape, and n s
take! Where are those bon-bons?”
We took him into the dining room,
showed him the remaining two, and
told him we had been about to pull
them.

“I know.
through the window.
flying from the house when they
into our arms!”

“Why?”

“Because they are a dangerous (rio
'whom we want on several charges. In
addition, all three, and also the (wo
servants, are ingenious spies. They've
been busy these last two years. They
intended to wreak upon both of you a
terrible revenge for your recent ex-
posure of the foreign system of es-
pionage in England.”
“Revenge!” I gasped.
venge?”

“Well,” replied the detectnn inspec-
tor, “both these bon-bons contain
powerful bombs, and had you pulled
efther of them you'd have been blown
$0 atoms. Thn* -as their dastardly
intention. But, rfortunately, we got
wind ef it, and were in time to watch
and prevent it.”

“And only just iz the nick of time
too,” gasped the major, pale-faced at
the thought of our narrcw escape. I
somehow felt all along some Vvazusé
presage that evil was intended.” ‘
The three sples were ccuveyedl
Wimbledon police station in -abs 2n
that was the last we ever saw of then
The government hushed up the mattc
in order to avoid international «
plications, I suppose, but a w«
later the interesting trio were depor
by the peolice to Hamburg as unds
able aliens.

Is it any wonder therefore, that
can never look upon a ChrlSIn_'Tj‘{"
bon without—well, without a

der, when I recollect what se
might have been the fate of

us?
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however,
the table suddenls

by

and

our
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We were watching you
Those men were

ran

“What
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MUST NOT *" ' G5
. Spokane, 'Wash., Dec. 23.—\Vh
Miss Margaret Perkins went to w«
as telephone operator in a local hotel
to-day the management reauired
to give & bond not to marry wi X
months. This instrument, duly sight
and sealed, holds Miss Perkins' bon
men liable to the extent of §500 11 ¥
event she becomes a bride on or bell
June 21, 1911. The sureties are
minent business men.
The reason for this unusual requ!
ment by the hotel management is t
half a dozen telephone operaiors hs

thi

marked  Griesbagh, bis grey eyes

married within as many months.
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ALD. BANNERMAN

'ADVISES CAUTIOUS P

»Debate on Questions

to Be Suwmia
Referendum

(From. Friday’'s Dall
By a majority vote the

at its special meeting hel
-ing, decided to strike fron

questionis whieh -a number

ers ask to be submitted in t

a referendum at the f

nicipal elections, those
ernment by comiission 4
hall. The list of gq
originally, submitted by the pet

wwas as follows:

#°%1. Shall the business of tl
administered by~ elected

ers, leaving to the
jegislation and policy or 2

42 Shall improvements
from faxation?

«“3.  Shall provision be
building of a new city hall to i
hall for public meetings?

44 Shall the police
gommissioners be elected by
of the city?

“g5 . Shall saloon and bottle
be abolished and licenses for
of liquor by retail be granted
hotels complying with the s
requirements?”

On taking the petition
table the mayor asked if it
wish of the board thatthe refg
be submitted. If so, quick act
imperative. In his opinion t
tions were very simple, and t
cil should have no hesitency
matter.

Ald. Fullerton moved t
prayer of the petitioners be gr

Ald. Raymond, in respect t
one, reminded the board that a
had -been passed earlier in t
asking the legislature to give t
cil wider powers for the board

trol plan, and that being the
might be better to awsit the a
the legislature.

Ald. Langley . protested aga
manner in which the petition
introduced. - People should kn
they are asked to vote on and
posed questions- were ~not suf
informative. In respect te
question he was sure that, if
submitted, 80 per cent. of thg
would be simply voting in the
they would not know if the eld
eommissioner implied that t
to be a city council or not. I
Yery well to Bring the petitig
the last moment, but it was
proper thing to do if the be

“Pbe expected to give the
* serious consideration it

Theré had been ample tme fo
*#Mtioners to bring these questi

ward earlier in the year, but

not chosen to do so. If they ¥
brought them .in a month
¢éounecil would have been abld
the guestions to the electors
ligible form.

Ald. Bishop thought that
ter should be left over for t
sideration of the incoming co

Ald: Raymond said that as
was concerned he would be
eured—and- it would ‘be useles
tect Sooke lake .unless .the o
tersheds are controlled—it w
for this purpose alone, somet
$250,000. as some 34,000
have to be acquired.

Clause -three .reads t!
commissioner shall fron
therefore it was mno use
such a system here.

Ald. McKeown €
opposed to the first cle
ner, .shape or form.

Ald. Langley was- not sur
was part of the duty of the ¢
submit any question to the e
response to the prayer of
number of petitioners. It
easy to get up a petition o
thing. The present petition
signed by a representative
citizens.

It was finally decided to

- guestion to next year’s counc

tion two was allowed to st

In connection with
Ald. Bannerman said the

mittee would like that to s

In his opinion it was mor

that the city should ha

erase -~ystem than an

cou
be

made

and
th

frq

pressed h

impr

mayor—Don’'t you t

e the improved sewel

the city hall

annerman-—1I L\an

it" prudence in the ¢

rs of the

his juncture

v.lous and 1

ver) cautlousl\ It would

haif a million dollars to bui

eity hall and the money can
to & better purpose.

Ald. Raymond took tl

of the matter. What

far more than a
roads, sewers, water
frills could come a 1l

his opinion the present city

far superior to that I >
fhm‘ cities of even

also?

city is
The

advise

co

ne\

“4\
A id.

_ Fery

advised

1 the matt
Victoria

the past fe

Bishop
cautiousiy 11
curring expense.
very fortunate in
being able to collect about 9
of Its taxes, but if a bad ¥
“wvened and this collection fe
60 per cent., t situation w¢
he a very serious one.

The mayor asked Ald
take the chair while he ma
_remarks In reply to Ald. BH
“He charged that the latter W
“firing,” in that a short time
had said that the city did
“mew species of civic govern
n’w he was showing up
'u the present system. He
Sune members of tha bowcd

Fu




