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THE HEALTH DEPARTMENT.

At the great meeting in the Imperial
on Sunday Licut.-Gov. Pugsley referred
to the fact that New Brunswick was the
tirst province or state on this continent to
have a minister of health. Dr. Porter of
Toronto paid the province a very high
compliment for its advanced public
health legislation, which is an example
{or other provinces. Lieut.-Col. Murray

MacLaren expressed his great satisfac- | °

tion that while he was overseas the prov-
ince had been
along ‘health lines, and heartily com-
nended the department of public health.
it is worth while to note these utter-
ances, because the health department is
~sometimes subjected to unwarranted
‘criticism. Hon. Dr. Roberts has not al-
ways met with sympathy or hearty sup-
port, and the personal references by
speakers to his capable administration
were well merited. It is never easy to
introduce a radical reform, and to do it
and keep on going requires courage and
enthusiasmm. A few years hence, when
the province is well organized in every
district for effective health work, the
people will wonder how they ever toler-
ated the old conditions.

Hon. Dr. Roberts is now promoting
the cottage hospital plan for various pro-
vincial centres, and in this New Bruns-
wick will not lead Canada, since the plan
has already been adopted with great
.uccess in British Columbia. It will be
no less successful here when properly es-
tablished. A group of such hospitals
would be of the highest value.
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THE COMMERCIAL CLUB.
If St. John is to be linked up with the
' New England Baseball' League the Com-
mercial Club must act promptly. The
matter must be settled next month, and
if a company is to be formed, stock sub-
seribed and a diamond secured there
must be a quick and effective campaiga-
Such a campaign, successfully coanducted,
would put the new Comme
the map as well as put St. John iuto the
league. .
With more than two
fifty members at the end of
meeting the club is certainly
good start. It has already rc
eral impertant matlers to commiitees,
and prompt action 02 these and others
which can be dealt with at
time by live committees from so large a

membership will at once commiand puh:
lic confidence and ensure wiore genem:
support. The club has a wide field m.s(:\
a great opportunity. There are still
many citizens who are not fully con-
vinced that the club will be a success,
and the sooner it chaiks up two or three
large achievements to its credit the
sooner the doubters will cast doubt aside
and join the organization. The winter
evenings afford time for discussion of
»lans and projects for the city’s good,
and it may be hoped that among other

Liundred and
its third
; off to a

ferred sev-

the same

ihings - the club will throw cvery atom |

of its power into an agitation to bond
the city to the extent necessary for a
real street programme, a municipal build-
ing and other seeded improvements. To
he silent on that subject would be to
how a sad lack of faith in the future of
St. John.

VACCINATION AND SMALLPOX.

Montreal has found it to
{ake steps to ‘protect itself against the
entry of smallpox from the city of To-
~onto. ' No passenger from Toronto may
enter Montreal without showing a certi-
ficate of vaccination or a scar that is
evidence of vaccination within the last
- The state of New York
The discase

necessary

-
seven years.
is also taking precautions.
is epidemic in thirty countics in On-
tario.
ing for the folly of those who are carry-
«ing on a vigorous agitation against vac-
They might learn something
Not long since a

cination.
from New Drunswick.
number of cases of smallpox developed

in one section of Westmorland county. |

3y prompt /action on the part of the
provincial health department and lhearty
co-operation on the part of the local
health authorities and the people the
spread of the disease was prevented.
There is also a lesson in the experi-

!
ence of Halifax not many months 2go, |
when indifference to the spread of small- |

making such progress

The people of Toronto are pay-|

QUOTING ROOSEVELT.

Senators Lodge Johnson have
been very busy putting up the Japanese !
bogey in the United States, in connec-;
tion with their denunciation of the.peace |
treaty. The New York Evening Post
aptly applies to them the words of Theo- |
dore Roosevelt, written last year put|
only recently published. He said: {
“There are blatant Americans who !

have\ played the game to the |

limit by striving to make trouble be-
tween Japan and the United States
There are in this country  cer-
tain demagogic politicians . will-
ing to obtain preferment for themselves
by any appeal to dis;rust and suspicion,
no matter what infinite harm it does the
country. These sord.d creatures have
worked to provoke an ill will
that miglit eventually produce war be-
tween the United States and Japan.”

The Evening Post charges that the two
senators, for party and personal reasons,
lare ready to repudiate the position taken
by the leader whom they professed to
honor and adore; and it sums up Col.
Roosevelt’s convictions as follows:

“There is not the slightest real or nec-
essary conflict of interest between the
United States and Japan in the Pacific;
her interest is 1n Asia, ours in America;
neither has any desire or excuse for ac-
quiring territory in the other continent.
Japan is playing a great part in the civ-
ilized world; a good understanding be-
tween her and the United States is es-
sential to internat.onal progress, and it
is a grave offence against the United
! States for any man by word or deed to
yJeopardize this good understanding.”

Lodge and Johnson will have some dif-
ficulty in persuading Republicans gener-
ally that they are wiser than their for-
mer great leader,

and

That which the Commercial Club de-
sires was done in one instance yesterday
by the Club. When a large
group of wutizens give up a day to go to
a ncignboring town to prosaste a move-
nmieat for community w=lfare they are
| chowing the very spirit the Commercial
{ Club holds in estcem. The St. John and
| Halifax Rotarians wbo went to St
! Stephen yesterday did not go merely for
Ipleaspre.  They know what a live Ro-
tary Club means to a city and they went
to give cucer and encouragement to their
tvicads in St, Stephen. Make that spirit
province-wide in its operation and an
immense good will have been accom-
plished.

Rotary
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If the report that Mexican radicals |
planned a revolution and the seizure of'
American border states has any founda-
tion in fact it will still further incense
thc American people. At such a time!
as the present there is always a crop of
aumors, but President Wilson may be
relied on to sift them out before taking
any action.
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Hon. T. A. Crerar passed-through Ot-
{tawa yesterday for New Brunswick.
i Huve ahy steps been taken to have this
“)romincnt western statesman, who some
!people believe will one day be premier
fof Caneda, and who certainly ‘is a force
iin Canadian politics, visit St. John and
i get his knowledge of this winter port at
| first hand?

| O @ @
| It is clear from the Ottawa despatches
ithat €ir Robert Borden is having great |
jdifficully in reorganizing his cabinet.
4Somz‘ amazing rumors regarding possible
| New Brunswick representation have been
afloat. Ottawa appears to think it pos-
sible also that Sir Robert himself may
cre long retire from the turmoil of active
politics.
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German industries are almost back to
a pre-war basis. That is why Germany‘
idoes not wish to be cramped in regard to |
Ishipping. She is looking for markets |
{ and means of transportation. Her dream }
of industrial domination of the world
has not passed.
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The appeal of the Local Council of
Women in behalf of the.Children’s Aid
‘Socicty was responded to so generously
that more than $2,500 was received. A
| worthy cause has been worthily aided by
;'.h(- citizens.

® @ @® <
| D’Annunzio is said to be short of
! funds.

stands, appealing to my purse,
they’re getting worse.

no avail, and life’s one ghastly thud.
which tells how one may rise, thoug

do.

THE MAGAZINES.

1 went to buy some magazines, as any sane¢ man would; the merchant
showed a can of beans, and said 'twas just
zines,” he said, “a strike made them suspend; but here’s a loaf of graham
bread will do as well, my friend. You've not enough of picayunes to buy’
a single mag; but we have codfish, cheese and prunes; and onions in a pag-
Alas, there are no substitutes for magazines, indeed; I would not give a
dozen hoots for life, with naught to read.
I jaw them o'er
But when there are no magazines my nights are at
and gray; I yawn and think of soup tureens until I seek the hay. I miss
the gripping, vital tale that used to freeze my blood; and checkers are of

h down and out, and gone to seed, and

gain a gorgeous prize. An evening without reading means
grim and blue; and so T've missed the magazines—no substitutes would

as good. “There are no maga-

When magagines are on the
with idle hands, and §ay

I miss the high, uplifting screed,

an evening

y,

f
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CAN:DA—EAST AND  WEST

Dominion Happenings of Other Days

MONTGOMERY’S TAVERN.

When the rebellion of 1837 was crush-
ed by the fight at Montgomery’s Tavern
on Dec. 7 the place which had been the
headquarters of the rebels for the week
of open hostilities was given to the
flames with all it contained. It had been
wrecked by two round shots fired
through it during the engagement.

The tavern was a large sized wayside
inn that stood in the centre of what
is now Eglinton. It was owned by John
Montgomery but a very short time be-
fore the outbreak of the rebellion it had
been leased to John Linwod. He was in
charge at the time of the trouble. Ap-
parently he cared little what the views
of his clients might be provided they
paid their bills promptly. As far as
aiding the rebels, they found when they
arrived at the place that there was not
sufficient food for the crowds of men. He
had some very furious interviews with
Mackenzie during the two days of his
sojourn in the tavern.

When the rebellion was over Mont-
gomery had to stand trial. The case
began before Chief Justice Robinson on
April 2nd, 1838, the prisoner having twe
charges against him. He pleaded not
guilty but the jury found the charge
proved and on April 10 he was sentenc-
ed to be hanged for his part in the af-
fair although he protested he had not
had a fair trial. He was condemned to
die on April 24. His sentence was com-
muted and he was sent to Fort Henry
but he managed to escape to the United
States. In 1848 he was pardoned, Later
he returned to Toronto and built a new
tavern on the site of the former. He
died in Barrie, Ont., on Oct. 31, 1879, at
the age of ninety-six years.

LIGHTER VEIN,

A furrier swas selling a coat to a wo-
man customer. “Yes, ma’am,” he said,
“] guarantee this to be genuine skunk
fur that will wear for years.”

“But suppose I get it wet in the rain,”
asked the woman, “what effect will the
water have on it? Won’t it spoil?”

“Madam,” answered the furrier, “I
have only one answer. Did you ever hear
of a skunk carrying an umbrella?”

“] had a pretty bad fall once,” said
Smith, *when I fell out of a window
and on the way down I th- ight of every
mean act I had ever done.” ‘

“By Jove!” said Thompson, “you must
have fallen some distance!”

“Some of these problems they keep
putting up to us,” said Mr. Growcher,
“make me think of old-fashioned co-
nundrums. You’re supposed to keep
guessing, ‘What’s the difference? when
it doesn’t make much real difference
whether there’s any difference or not.”
—Washington Star.

Are Heroes Getting Blaze?

I have recently been reading old-fash-
ioned novels in which the hero has been
thrilled, aye, knocked silly, by the sight
of the “neatly turned ankles” of the
heroine. But now, Heaven help us! The

{ modern hero does not even turn an eye-
{lash at sight of the neatly turned knobs

of the heroine’s knees.—“M. A. 0. K.,”
in New York Evening Mail.

Necessary Precaution.
“Why do you turn off the hot-air flue
before we start down cellar?”
“Well, she may not be able to sniff
down there, and then again she may.”—
Louisville Courier-Journal.

Bobby’s Little Joke.

“Bobby, what did you do with your
peanut shells in the car?”

“I put ’em in the overcoat pocket of
that man I was sittin’ by.”—Boston
Transcript.

Her Great Qualification.
“Our new cook tells me she used to
be assitsant to a modiste.”
“Thank goodness Then she’ll know
how to dress the salad properly.”—Balti-
more American.

It is said of a certain lady that she
had some caracul coats sent up on ap-
proval on Saturday and returned them
on Monday morning with the message:
“None was suitable.”

»
THE ROUMANIAN
(Montreal Herald.)’

Tke strained situation between the Al-
lies and Roumania has lasted for more
than three meonths, and the origin of the
trouble dates back as early as May last.|
The clause in the Austrian peace treaty
relcting to minorities was ebjected to
by Roumania.. It was claimed to-be an
interference with her domestic affairs, |
and Roumania withdrew from the Peace
Conference. Both Jugo-Slavia and Rou-|
maaia were ordered to accept the treaty
with Austria, into which thg provision
concernin® minorities in their own popu-
concerning minorities in their own popu-
lations was inserted. They refused.
Roumania gave two principal reasons:—
First that Article 60 of the treaty tied
Roumania’s hands commercially and eco-
nomically at a time when she required
absolute freedom of action to accomplish
reconstruction; and, second, that guar-
antees to minorities imposed by an out-
side power would take away Roumania’s
sovereignty over territories newly an-
nexed from the former Austrian Tmpire.
A few more days have been giveh to
Roumania for her final answer to the
Allied demend that she shoulg sign the
treaty; otherwise relations will be sever-
ed. Ttaly is said to strongly favor the
position taken by Roumanpia, and this of
course, does not tend to sweeten the tem-
per of the Supreme Council.

\

DRAVWING FIRE FROM SKY.
(Philadelphia Ledger.)

On the 27th day of last July a young
man named Andrew Loyak, trying to re-
peat the experiment of B, Franklin, was |
killed by a lightning bolt that ran down
the wet string of hig kite and struck him
on the head.

Franklin’s little “stunt” has often been
spoken of as foolhardy. Undoubtedly it
was risky. But he did not attempt’® it
out of doors, as always represented in
pictures. He stayed inside of a room,
through a window of which the kite-
string was passed; and to the end of the
string he attached a length of narrow
silk ribbon.

Silk is a non-confluctor. The ribbon
was dry. Chance of a fatal accident
was thus reduced to'a minimum.

The weather bureau does much flying !
of kites for the purpose of studying at-
mospheric conditions far aloft. Box kites
are used, and the “string” is piano wire
tinwound from a fixed reel. Every now
and then lightning hits the wire, and thel
latter disappears in what appears like a
streak of rusty smoke. =

The Lite-fliers would run great risks
were it not that they take adequate ® -
cautions. While keeping themselves as
dry as possible, and avoiding contact
with the wire, they see that the reel
has a good ground connection with
moist soil, so that a bolt, if it strikes,
may pass harmlessly into the earth,

Instruments used in connection with
the apparatus frequently indicate a high
voltage, and a small spark-gap would
show an almost constant flow of current
from kite and wire through the reel to
the ground. i

The earth is continually giving off
electricity into the. atmosphere. There
is many a time when, though you know
it not, the fluid (so to call it) is passing
upward from the top of your own head.
On lofty mountain heights, under cer-
tain conditions, your uplifted fingers will
emit sparks, and about your head actu-
ally a bright halo may appear-

AN ISLAND OF PHOSPHATE.

In an article contributed to the Lon-|
don Daily Mail, Thomas I. McMahon,’
F. R. G. S, gives what may be assumed
to be an authentic account of what he
calls “the little spot of earth that near-
ly upset the peace conference,” a tiny
island in the loneliest part of the Cen-
tral Pacific.

This island, called Nauru, is, the
writer adds, worth many millions of|
morey on account of its millions of tons
of phosphate-rock.

“A mere pinch of this magic - tropical
product put into the most impoverished
soil has an amazing effect upon plant
life. In Australia, where some 200,000
tons is used annually, it doubled the
wheat crop.

“In Japan farming cannot now do
without the aid of this fertilizer; Japan-
ese farmers are keen buyers of the pro-
duct. Indeed, every nation that farms
extensively is placing orders for phos-+
phate-rock.

“Nauru is only twelve miles in cir-
cumference, 5,000 acres in extent. It is
thirty-three miles to the south of the
‘Equator. 2,300 miles from New Zealand,
2,000 miles from Australia, 3,000 from

Entree Dishes

Compartment Dishes

Bake Dishes
Casseroles

Cake Dishes

Steak Dishes
Bread Trays
Sauce Boats
Spoon Trays
Butter Dishes
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_ Christmas Presents that represent the truest spirit of Christmas giving.

Shearton

and
Patrician
Patterns S

Tea, Dessert, Table, Saup and Or

Mottled
: and
. Hollow
Handle

ane Spoons, Dessert and Table Knives and

Forks, Sugar Shells, Butter Knives, Cold Meat Forks and Ladles

-

OAK HAL

In travelling people are judged largely by their luggage. By selecting
the luggage gift from Oak Hall you are assured that your gift will carry

with it added prestige.

LEATHER CLUB BAGS for both Men and Women in

Black, Tan and Brown ..........

FITTED CLUB BAGS for Men
FITTED CLUB BAGS for Women

ENGLISH LEATHER KIT BAGS .
SUIT CASES in Black and ‘Tan Ieather oo .o0.;

$50.00
65.00
60.00
67.00
41.00

..... '5 450 to

35.00 to
T e 55,00 to
. 13,00 to

SUIT CASES of Black Enamel Duck with Leather Corners,

14 inches to 28 inches in size

775 to 17.50

SUIT CASES of Fibre Matting with Fancy Cretonne

Lining
TRUNKS for every purpose

500 to 8.00

75.00

Street Floor and Mezzanine Floor.

Scovil Bros., Limited
King Street

ON BEING RANSOMED.

How It Must §eem to Be in the Hands
of Bandits With Your Value Definite-
1y Fixed.

(New York Evening Post.)

How does it seem to be ransomed for
$150,000°?

Imagine yourself in the hands of ban-
dits, the fiercest of the lot dictating a
letter for you to write. “Please see a
few of my friends and send the money—
$150 000—post haste.” You are torn be-
tween an appreciation of the serlousness
of your position and the stage-comedy
of your actually asking somebody, any-
body, - to come across with a sum so0
utterly at variance that a succession of

e

|
| employers. had placed upon your services.
"If only the bandits are right in their esti-

mate of your real worth! You are
tempted to ask them how they arrive at

1 so complimentary an amount, but their
'attitude does not encourage confidence.

| can people and will hurry on.

But suppose that your friends do man-
age to collect the money and send it to
your hosts. You will then be up
against the problem: Which is the bet-
ter, to die solvent or to live a hopeless
bankrupt? How can you facé any one
who has helped make up a fund of $150,~
000 soithat you can come back to civil-
ization and pay an income tax on three
per cent. of that amount? Every time
you start into a drug store to buy a
sundae, you will think of the 1,000,000
sundaes your rescue has cost the Ameri-
Who are
you, that a million sundaes should be
sacrificed on your behalf?

at you. “Your life, did you say?”

“The old phrase, “A King’s ransom,”
flits through your mind. If you are
worth a ransom of $150,000, a king’s
ransom wouldn’t leave much of the Kim-
berley mines or the Klondike for future
generations. You thought that a first
mortgage of $6,000 on your house was
something of a load, but you have hypo-
thecated your life for 25 times as much
—or, rather, not you, but the thrifty
bandits, who, although strangers, knew
your market value so much better than
you or anybody else.

If you could only have ransomed your-
self! With the $150,000 you could have
started 150 five and ten-cent stores, and
soon you would have been jn a position
to subscribe heavily to a loan put out
by Carranza to finance' an expedition
against bandits. But this is a dream.

After all, it is something to have peo-

There is no fun in being a dic-
tator after the money is gone, and the
mud poet is much less belligerent,

Japan, and 4,700 miles from America. It .
is the Treasure Island Australia claims,
New Zealand wants, and Japan de-
manded as part of the Marshalls, but to
which Britain has established the most
right.

“Before the war Nauru was German
territorv and attached to the German
group of islands, the Marshalls. Under
German administration the natives were
cruelly neglected and their number
dwindled to a mere 2,000 Today under
energetic and humane British admin-
istration the natives are one of the
liealthiest and most progressive races in
the whole South Pacific. They have
been weaned from their idle ways and
encouraged to improve their villages,
make and mend roads, and give up the
insanitiry practice of burying their dead
in their houses or at the front or back
doors.

Hundreds of natives now work in the
phosphate fields, are paid very high J. M. Logan, Haymarket Sq.
wages, and have the most comfortable C. H. Ritchie, 820 Main Street.
living conditions. | Quinn a_nd Co., 415 Mzain Street.o

“The native cocoanut plantations, ne-' J. A. prsett, Variety Store, 288
glected in the German time, are now . Brus;;lslStreet.B L
cleared, improved, and proﬁtablc.l 'I‘het:i ?.S?éunn;z:)i‘:\;illle russels street,
natives are renowned for their pleasant W Tt ’ R
anrere ohs fchlin Wiy the original ! W. E. Emerson, 81 Union St,W. E.

name of the island was ‘Pleasant®” bl e s G e

The next day she received a courteous
communication from the head of the fur
department returning her prayerbook,
which had beéen found in the pocket of
one of the coats.

You can see yourself telling your|ple point you out to one another and
friends that you have insured your life | wonder whether they could have got
for $150,000. You can see them looking 'anybody to pay $150,000 to ransom them.

W1 cAN LINE-YOUR ovt
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For Flaky Bread, Delicious Cake
and Toothsome Pastry—
Use

‘LaTourFlour

For MILL-TO-CONSUMER PRICES

' FOWLER MILLING CO., LTD.
ST. JOHN WEST
Phone West 8.

‘I'o be had of— !
W. H. Thorne & Co., Ltd., Market
Square.
T McAvity & Sens, Ltd,, King St.
b J. E. Wilson, Ltd, Sydney St.
Emerson & Fisher, Ltd., Germain
Street.
D. J. Barrett, 155 Union Street.
Geo. W. Morrell, Haymarket Sa.

Ever Changeful,
“Before they got married she used to
Le v. r+ pensive and he d dn’t like it.”
“Well?”
“Since the wedding she has been ex-
| pensive, and he objects to that”—Car-
toons Magazine.

senses. |
|
|

was the reply.

i

decision of the supreme council,

pox developed a situation such that pus—i

sengers coming from that city were]

usked to give proof of vaccination before |

coming to St. John or going to thE" 3 e

United States. Not until strict meas-;mugf lEAPS IU HEAIH e :

ures were taken by the Halifax health | ’ “You are suffering from brain fag and
ities was the situation relieved If i FRQM CDU"I HQU"E WI ~11 ' ennui,” announced the specialist. “You

autliorities was the siblia JOI ff 0 s . 0 Juo D,_w should take more interest in your busi-

"Foronto or other Ontario cities do not: | ness.”

i i dy is simple. | J ] “] would like to,” replied the patient.
wish to Fye 1solatedvthc'r<’2n'xc y m‘suﬂp ; Budapest, Dec. 9—M. Kovaos, a Judge! “Then why don’t, you%" demangcd the
Quarantine and vaccination will 5000 who has been investigating the murder e datist
give them a clean bill of health. In To- of Count 'l‘isza, for{ner Hungarian pre-! " «rhe l'aw won’t let me,” replied the
ronto, on Friday, 1,685 persons were un- Mich, committed suicide on Sunday by | paijent. ‘Pm a pawn broker.”

S Gt bul there were still many jumping from the third story window of
cenauaraniiicy Ol o Fat 7 the court house. Judge Kovaos hug been |
who opposed vaccination. A compulsery gecuscd by the extreme Socialists os sup-|
vaceination law whas adopted last month, pressing ey ideiice which showed that for-
led, tifen re-enacted, and there M€’ Premier Friederich had knowledge
?vas rept.:a : - . 2 = _ that the murder of Count Tisza was in—;
is an agitation to have it repealed again. e i
The action of other provinces and stutcs‘
will eventually bring the pecple to tlu'iri IN BRUSSELS STREET CHURCH.
A large gathering attended the ser- A Chicago woman shopping in the
vice in Brussels street Baptist church|loop was heard to ask a clerk: “Have
. e last night when Dr. C. A. Inglis of Lon- | you a pair of shoes suitable for this
Germany must sign the protocol Or | don, Kng., preached on “Scenes 1 have | boy?”
Allied armics will move. That is the | witnessed in the condemned cclls of the| “Yes, certainly.”
Germany | world” He gave a most interesting dis- | “French kid, perhaps

e e & course. Many were present yesterday! “No, indeed,” was the response. “He
will doubtless sign. Hex bluff has been afternoon at the meeting on Bible study is my,own ga;\_ born vight here in Chi-
cuiled. cago.”

over which he presided




