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and sung and lived on in mid-air. It is a 
structure built on nothing, without founda
tions without buttresses [compare Herzl’s 
“without a firm anchorage”] held in its 
place by some force the origin of which 
is undiscoverable and the nature of which 
has never been explained.”

The modem illustration is surely Yu
goslavia. Some wit once dismissed that 
country as a fifth-rate power. Asked for 
his impression of Belgrade, he replied: 
“Imagine a wholes city illuminated with a 
10-watt bulb.” But the power of Yugosla
via is not to be measured by its wattage. 
“According to all rational calculations,” 
A. J. P. Taylor has written, “Yugoslavia 
was the country most doomed to disinte
grate in the storms of the twentieth cen
tury. It has few natural resources: little 
coal or iron and a territory largely com
posed of barren mountains.... Historical 
traditions, though strong, work against 
unity, not in its favour.” Whence, then, 
derives its power? From defiance — from 
defying Stalin and succeeding. “Yugosla
via has been living on the strength of this 
defiance ever since.”

The elusiveness of power may be seen 
not only in its possession by those who, 
on “rational calculations”, have no right 
to it but also in its lack by those who, on 
calculations no less rational, have every 
right to it. Here is the cry of S. John 
Peskett in The Times, who, with the rest 
of us, has seen the assumptions of geo
politics, like so many sandcastle Gibral
tar, washed away by the tide: “All the 
Queen’s horses and all the Queen’s men, 
plus the United States of America, the 
United Nations, NATO, and all the para
chutists and glider troops we so busily 
train, cannot rescue a couple of hundred 
hostages and a few million pounds worth 
of aircraft from a handful of guerrillas half 
of whom are quarreling with the other
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Relative to use
Power is pervasive, power is elusive. Power 
is also relative — relative not least to pur
pose. What you have of it depends on what 
you want to do with it.

The relativity of power is most simply 
illustrated by the distinction between the 
power to build and the power to destroy. 
The power to build — to create, to inno
vate, to improve — is hard to come by, 
arduous to exercise. It derives from re
sourceful diplomacy and nimble statecraft, 
sustained as these must be by a generous 
and patient citizenry. Rome was not built 
in a day; how much longer it takes to 
build a world free from poverty, ignorance, 
disease!
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