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The attack on ZeebrUgge and the two successive
attacks on Ostend. carefuUy planned and boldlyand resolutely carried out. achieved a very highmeasure of success. It was natural enough.Tn thefost receipt of the news, that we should allW beenCMTied away by our wonder and admiration at theastom&hmg heroism that made it possible to carrythrough so mtricate a series of operations, when every

^}lZ^^t^ seemingly aware of the desperate^cter of the enterprise, when no one could haveexpected to return aUve. when the enemy's meansseemed ample, not only for the kiUing of everyoneengaged but for the immediate frust^tion of eve^

tt't^*.
*^'^ ^** '"^ ^«^' ««d so made moTS

tiie ^toundmg gallantry and daring of all concerned.For over four years now we have had a constant
reazrrence of such feats of courage, and re^eSn

hlZ nfT.^
adnuration of those who are theheroes of these great adventures. But we shouldbe misconceiving the significance of these events

nrl TT ^ ""f"^ *^*^ importance either by theordered darmg of those engaged, or by their success-

^atTnHr **'
u^

'^'^ ^*^'*^** "^"**^ '«^lt».great and far-reaching as these were.

r\u^! *^* was more important as affording con-

and H T^'!!!* *^' '^" »"*^ Navy, as inspiredand du-ected from headquarters, had now abandonedthe purely defensive r61e assigned to it by ten yearsof pre-war. and three and a half years of war! ad-

f^ .f'°"' ^' T"^' '^^ *^« fl««t had escapedfrom those counsels of timorous-because unimagina-
tive and Ignorant-caution which had checked its


