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monarchy and the Culture It represents, as Treitschke

generously desires to do to other less favoured lands.

The instrument of this idealistic extension is war.
' It is precisely political idealism that demands wars,

while it is materialism that condemns them.' ^ Inter-

national law certainly has to be taken into account as

an historical development. But it succeeds best in

time of peace in adjusting the forms of intercourse

between nations. It has a more limited application to

the manner -' conducting war after it has broken out.

But to apply it to the limitation of the right to declare

war is a vain and degenerate dream. Here ' no State

in the wide world can venture to relinquish the ego

of its sovereignty'. 'It has always been the tii-ed.

unintelligent, and enervated periods that have played

with the dream of perpetual peace.' ^

It is not surprising that these doctrines should have
found favour among military writers in Germany, de-

scending in them to even a lower grade of crudity. A great

deal has been said by the apologists of Germany as to

the obscurity in his own country of von Bernhardi. But
that is not the pnint. His books are written for the

military class, and you would no more expect to find them
on the bookshelves or drawing-room tables of the ordinary

educated man than you would expect Hegel's Logic or

Philosophy of Right. The point is that these ideas have
been taken up by able specialists and made by them the

philosophical background of military instruction.

It is not my business here to discuss the truth of Beal-

jiolitik as thus interpreted. My task has been to shovs-

' op. cit., § 2.

' op. cit., V, § 28. It follows naturally from these principles with

regard to neutrals that ' If a State is not in a condition to maintain its

neutmlity, all talk about the same is mere claptrap.'


