
AND WHAT THEY COVET tt

you know that in the earlier phase of the recent Balkan
War the Turks got woU beaten by the ' inferior races

'

of the Balkan Peninsula—by the Bulgarians, the Serbs,

the Greeks—and only got a little of their own back

when these jolly follows began to squabble over the

spoil. Now the beaten Turkish army had been quite

recently ' re-made in Germany ', that is to say, it was
trained by German officers on German methods, and was
armed with Mr. Krupp's latest brand of German guns.

Even if we suppose (as no doubt we fairly may) that

Mr. Krupp cheated the poor Turks and didn't waste his

best guns on them, the failure of the Turkish army
was not a pleasant subject for Germans to reflect upon.

And they were at least determined to prove, on another

and better field, that failure was not a necessary result

of their system.

Thirdly, in 1914 they could still count on one ally,

Austria. Who could tell that they might be able to

count on her in 1915 ? The old emperor's death, even

if it were to happen in peace time, would in all proba-

bility split the Austro-Hungarian monarchy into several

fragments. No other ally for Germany was possible ;

for Italy, though for thirty-two years a member of

their ' Triple Alliance ', was manifestly not to be trusted

to act against France and England. If Italy does strike,

she is far more likely to strike for us than against us.

They, the Germans, have felt that every year that has

passed has but added to the burden of fear and hatred

with which the other powers of Europe, great and

small, have regarded them ; so there was no use in

waiting any longer.

Fourthly, and far more important than all the above

reasons, we have the fact that the enormous increase of

the mineral, agricultural, and manufacturing output of


