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acting out the words of our Prayer Book, " leaving
undone things that we ought to do, and doing things
that we ougiit not to do?" Our faith, how feeble !

Our love, how cold ! Our works, how few ! Our
zeal, how small [ Our patience, how short-breathed '

Our humility, how threadbare! Our self-denial
how dwarfish

! Our knowledge, how dim ! Our
spirituality, how shallow ! Our prayers, how formal !

Our desiies for more grace, how faint ! Never did
the wisest of men speak more wisely than when he
said, " there is not a just man upon earth that doeth
good and sinneth not." (Eccles, vii. 20.) " In many
things," says the apostle James, " we o&nd all."
(James iii. 2.)

And what is the best action that is ever done by
the very best of Christians ? What is it after all but
an imperfect work, when tried on its own merits ?

It is, as Luther says, no better than a splendid sin.
It IS always more or less defective. It is either
wrong in its motive, or incomplete in its perform-
ance,—not done from perfect principles, or not ex-
ecuted in a perfect way. The eyes of men may
see no fault in it, but weighed in the balance of God
it would be found wanting, and viewed in the light
of heaven it would prove full of flaws, It is like
the drop of water which seems clear to the naked
eye, but placed under a microscope is discovered to
be full of impurity. David's account is literally
true, " there is none that doeth good, no not one."
(Psalm xiv. 3.)

And then, what is the Lord God, whose eyes are
on all our ways, and before whom we have one day
to give account ? " Holy, holy, holy," is the re-
markable expression applied to Him by those who
are nearest to Him. (Isaiah vi. 3. Rev. iv. 8.) It
sounds as if no one word could express the intensity
of His holiness. One of His prophets says, " He
is of purer eyes than to behold evil, and cannot look
on iniquity." (Habak. i. 13.) We think the angels
exalted beings, and far above ourselves ; but we are
told in Scripture, " He charged His angels with
folly." (Job iv. 18.) We admire the moon and
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