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departur«) from among them, but all to no purpose,

for being myself a small proprietor, and being occa-

sionally obliged to entertain the different officers of

government, they always looked upon me with a sus-

picious eye.

From 1835, till of late, the Escheat question was

kept alive by regular general annual meetings, which

always took place in the month of November; and by

frequent district meetings. In one of those meetings

in 1836, resolutions were passed, which were in the

highest degree treasonable, and are as follow:

3. 1!f.Soi,ved, That the representations just read, in the diaught
of a Petition to His Majesty, and aj;ieod to by this Mectini^, are

truths which cannot be controverteil, and exliii)it a scene of Iraud,

dert-it and oppression, on tiie part of the jiraiitees and land mono-
polists, as^aiiisi tlie inhahitants of lliis Island, which in llie opinion

of religious and reasonable men, is wickedness in the sijjhi of God,
derogatory to the honor and dignity of the Kin<; and tlie I3riiii>h

Nation, and subversive of the sac/ed ri'^hls of pioperty; ihat loiiger

to pay rent to siudi landlor(is. under siun 'urciimstances, and after

onr repeated prayers for justice, is to fu 'er oppression and reward
crime.

4. RKSorvRD, therefore, Thit this Mivtinj^ is moved by the

sacred oijligations of religion— t)y tlie l;onour and dignity of the

King and the British Nation— by the rights of men to the fruits of

th-!ir labour— by justice and equity (tiie basis of good government,
ami civili/,('d society), to p.-eserve from the distress of such landlords

the fiuits of our indi.siry, raised for the maintenance of our families,

and the dwellii.gs we have erected for onr homes, miiil His AJajesty

isiill'onned of the true situation and condition of his subjec-ts in this

Island, and his decision obtained according to the merits of the case.

Consequently Sir John Harvey, the then Lieuten-

ant Governor, ordered the names of all the Magis-

trate?, Officers of Militia, Commissioners of Small

Debts and of Roads, who were present at that meet-

ing, to be struck off their re^^prctive lists; and the

three Members of the House of Assembly who were

also present, were put under the custody of the

Sergeant at Arms during three sessions. In 1837,

the High Sheriff was violently beaten by a party of

those people, while in the discharge of his duty ; at

another time, his horse's ears were cut off, and he

himself, although accompanied by forty armed con-


