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cation and retiriomeni, whicli have become »o »li8gracefiilly

froquont I'lriug the la^t, few years.

fetrango it Ih, but true, tlitt^ amid all the light and know-
ledge we enjoy, tbo charge of buferhtition may be brought

with justice against all clasHos both in England and Ain«

rica. We laugh at the winking Madonnas (tf Italy, th«

miracle of Salettc, and the devils of M irziue. But Mor-
monisni, the wretched invention of a village swindler and
horscthief, has seduced scores of thousands of our well-to-

do working people from their homes and sent them to the

Salt Jjake. Spirit rappings have their well attended vln Iuh

and well paid mediums in almost every city. Wc! thy

fools pay a guinea each to attend the seances of those

shallow imposters, the Davenport brtthcrs. Dr. Newman
publishes to the world his faith in tli li(|uifaction of the

blood of St. Januarius, and Dr. Cunuuings makes a for-

tune out of interpretations of prophecy based on an eru-

dition that identifies Armageddon with ."^ebastopol.

These are not all the favorable or \\u 'avorablc features

of our age. There are many others I n»(ii;ht mention and
some of which you may be surprised at mv omitting. But
these appear to me to be most important and suggestive vof

the duties the educated classes owe to soci«3ty.

And before proceeding to discuss what tl'ese duties arc,

permit me to answer the question why I refer specially to the

Educated Classes in connection with theii performance ?

First, because I am addressing an Associatio » composed of

educated men ; and, secondly, because socict v must either

be governed by the cultivated and refine :, or by the

ignorant and vulgar, so long as those two lasses exist,

which is likely to be for some time to come. ^onjointly it

cannot be done. If the educated lead, the uneducated
must be led. If the uncultivated govern, the cultivated

must withdraw and submit. This, as DeTocqueville long

ago predicted, has already taken place in the United States,

with what result we all know. Throwing aside a ^ unworthy
of a moment's consideration theories of abstract ights, be-

cause they are all abandoned in the social compac t, I assert

that the law of society is that which is for its best interest

as a whole ; and the duty it imposes second only to that

which we owe to God ; and further that its first claim upon
its educated classes is that they shall take upon and secure


