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Soptember. Tho yellow lo/ivos doting nil tlie turcsts witli lirowii

uiul gold ; the sunlight strikes upon the peaks ami ridges of tin

great Sierra, lights up the broad belt of wood, making shadow>
blacker than night, and lies among the grass-grown streets o\'

the <leserted Mmpire ^'ity. Two men in hiitriing-dress are

iKing their way slowly through the grass and weeds thainii"••••••n " J

<;hokc the pathway
< I)oirt like it, tJolrjuhoun," says one; *• more ghostly than

ever.

'riiey push on, and presently the foremost, liadds, starts l»a( 1<

will I a ery.

•' What is it T' asketl ('ol(|nlioun.

They push aside the brambles, and behold a .-.keleton. Tin-

Itody has been on its kne( s, but now only the bones are left.

They are clothed in the garb of the celestial, and one si<le i.f

the >kull is broken in, as if with a ^liot.

'• It nuist be my old friend Achow," sai<l Col<|uhoun calml}

.

"See he's been nuirdered."

In the dead of night f.adds awakened Cohpdioun.
" Can't help it," he said ;

" vt-ry sorry. (Jhosts walking about

the staii's. Says tin* ghost of Acliow to the slwule of L«e< \tn"j.

' No your piecy [lidgin makee slu)ot«'e nie.' I)(»n't lik«' j^hoyt",

Col(|uhoun.''

Next nu)rning they left Mmpire City. LarhU was firm m
tlu^ conviction that he had heaul and s<'en a Chinaman's
ghost, and was resolute against stopping another night in tlu;

place.

Just outside the town they nuid(! another discovery.

"(}oo(l FiOrd!" cried Ladds, frightened out of sobriety of

speech. " It rains skeletotis. Look there; he's beckoning !

"

And, to be sure, befon- thera was raised, with finger as of in-

vitation, a skeleton hand.

This, too, beh>nge«l to a complet(» assortment of human bones

clad in Chinese dress. \\y its side lay a rusty pistol, naw-

rcnce picked it up.
" \\y gad !

" he; said, " it's the same pistol I gave to Leeching.

How <lo you read this story, f^adds C'

fiadds sat down and replied slowly. He said that he never

<lid like reading ghost stories, and since the apparition of the

munlered Achow, the nigiit before, he should like them still
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