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his essence—for Hegel is self-consciousness. But man has

no life alone. He is an intelligent and moral consciousness

only as he goes outside of himself to find a kindred presence

with the life of which he may identify himself. The finite

consciousness, in knowledge and in its moral activity lives in

its relationnhips. Indeed, there is but one self-conscious-

ness which is the soul of all reality. Self-consciousness is

God, who reveals Himself in nature and in the luiman spirit.

All that is, is the revelalion of spirit to itself. In the third

chapter was considered in what sense it is permissible to

speak of a development of the human self-consciousness. It

was held that, instead of consciousness being the result of a

phj'sical process, rather the reverse was true ; or, to use

Green's words, " the constituent elements of an organism

can only be truly and adequately conceived as rendered

what they are by the end reai. ^d through the organism."

The organism is instrumental, /. c, organic to the life of

self-conscious intelligence. Spirit is the truth of nature.

The individual is at first appr.ienlly immersed in nature.

His end is self-realization ; to become a free, self-conscious

spirit is "the last of life for which the first was made." He
is from the first a self-determining being. The will is the

activity of consciousness as self-reflecting and self-objectify-

ing. The life process is the realization of the " self" through

environment. " S[)irituality," says Prof. Royce, " lives by

self-differentiation into mutually opposing forces, and by

victory in and over these oppositions." To trace this real-

ization of the " self" was the object of the remaining chap-

ters. And Hegel teaches that self-realization can come oidy

through self-renunciation. Not that for the realization of

the moral life, the natural life is to be renounced, as with

Kant. This natural life is rather to be transformed, spirit-

ualized, and made the worthy setting for the higher life of

the spirit. To be human, means to live a life of natural


