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Note 16.— /w«<^r t>i Dr. /«»**.

VOLTA LaBOHATORV, 1221 (JoNNECnCUT AVKNVK, .

Wahhinoton, I>. C, July Ml, 1881.
Dr. BuHH,

K/ecutirf Mannnn

:

Dear Hi We have made ex|)eriniPutH this evouing upon the |M>r(ioti of

I'rivate .lohu Mcdill, an old solilii^r, who was wonndeil at tlu< battle of Oaiues'

Mill, iu 1SG2, and who still carries the ball that shot him.

I found no difficulty in flndiug a sonorous spot in his back, when' undoubt-

edly tlm bullet lies imbedded.

Mr. Taiuter also located the Imllet in the same place. Upon pressing with

the flugers uiion the Hi>ot a lnm|> coulil be felt between two of the riVis. We
experimented ujMm this same man yestenlay, using a similar form of Induc-

tion Balance to that we tried upon the person of thi^ President the other day,

but could obtain no indications.

The new form of Induction lialance is so sensitive that a new difficulty is

intnMluced by the effects produced by large iiietnllic masses—for instinco,

gas lustres, iron flre-jjlaces, Ac.

I think also that the earth's mivgnetism affects the result. We shall inves-

tigate these causes of disturbance to-night.

Yours, sincerely,

ALEXANDIilt (HtAHAM BELL.

Note 16.—Ht>port to the mirgeom publinhed in the daily jtapern Aug. 2, 1881,

VoLTA Labobatorv, 1221 (!oNN. Ave.,

Washington, 1). C, Aug. \»t, 1881.

To the Hurgeong in nttendnnee upon Prenident Oarfleld :

Gentlemen : I beg to submit for your information a brief statement of the

results obtained with the new form of Induction Balance in the experiments

made this morning for the purjiose of locating the bullet in the person of the

President. The iustrumeit was tested for sensitiveness several times during

the course of the experinHsuts, and it was found to respond well to the presen-

tation of a flattened bnllei; at a distance of aliout four inches from the coils.

When the exploring coils were passed over that part of the abdomen where
a sonorous spot was observed in the experinieuts made on July 2(;tli a feeble

tone was perceived, but the effect was audible a considerable distance around
this spot. The sounds were too feeble to be entirely satisfactory, as I had
reason to expect from the extreme sensitiveness of the instrument a much
more marked effect. In order to (vscertain whether similar sounds might not

be obtained in other localities I explored the whole right side and back below

the point of entrance of the bullet, but no part gave indications of the presence

of metal, except an area of about two inches in diameter, containing within

it the spot previously found to be sonorous. The experiments were repeated

by Mr. Tainter, who oVitained exactly corresponding results. We are therefore

justified in concluding that the ball is located within the above-named area.

In our preliminary experiments we found that a bullet like the one in ques-

^.>«...>„.^.«:.,-,.«.-J.,.i,A-.,^ ^^.-a ..,,„..,,),,, ,^.^.^^yi^_-i,. .^-.-^^.^_


