
f

'.iM^ PREFACE.
v<vr,rvc>i'

i.f v't/: -^

i-.<

-f/Vj. X HE deiign of compiling ind pubUlhing aa

American Gazetteer, was conceived, by Ac Author of

the following Work, as early as the year 1786, while he

was travelling through the United States, for the purpofe

of colleding materials for his American Geography, This

tleitgn, perfe6tly coinciding in its fubjeA with his other

work, has never fince been relinquiihed : Opportunities

have been carefully improved to procure information ne-

ceflary to its accompliihment.

The Author's profeflional duties, however—-the delicate

fiate of his health, and the attention he has found it necef-

fary to pay to the revifion, corredion and enlargement of

the feveral editions of his Geographical Work, have de-

layed the completion of the Gazetteer much longer than

was at firfl: contemplated ; but the delay has enabled htai

to render the Work much more accurate and perfeft, than

it otherwife muft have been, by availing himfelf of a large

mafs of information, contuned in the fiumeroas maps,

pamphlets, and larger works, which have been brought

into public view, in the couife of a few ^^^lears palft.

Soon after the plan of this Work was conceived, ^and

fome little progrefs made in colleding materials for its mo-

plilhment, the Author was informed that Capt, Thomas
HuTCHiNs, then Geographer General of the United States,

contemplated a Work of the iame kind : to him, as being

from the nature of his office, far more competent to the

talk, he cheerfully refigned his preteniions, and made him
a tender of all the materials he had coUeded. But, with

a kindnefs and generoiity which flowed naturally from his

amiable and noble mind, Capt. Hutchins declined the o£fer,

yelinquiihed his de%n, and put into the hands of the Au-
thor all the colledions he had made, together with his

maps and explanatory pamphlets, which have contributed

not a little to enrich this Work.
The


