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U'AHniNtiToN, March I, 1S43.

To ( ololiol J. J. A'IKHT,

«| Chh'Jof the Corps of Ttipdf^rdjihictil /'Intfineers :

Siu : At,'i('o;il)ly lo your oidiTs lo cxplor*' aiiM njporf ii|)(»ii llic comilry

Ik.'Iwccii tlio (Voniii'is ol' Missouri mid the Souili Pass iu tlio Kocivy luoi.ii-

taiiiN, and ou llie luio ol'tliu Kansas and (iruai PlatU> rivers, I sal out irom
WashiiiylDii city on the ,'d day o|' May, Ijsl'^, and arrived al St. I^ouis, hy
way of New ^'^)rl\,lll'' '-"Jd td' May,U'lif're the necessary |treparati()ns were
(i)ni|iletcMl, and the expechiioM r'otnnK'nced. 1 piocecded in a steand)i)al to

(Chouteau's laiidinir, ahoul lour hundred miles hy water iVoni St. Louis,

and near Iht; niouih of the Kati'"'! river, whence we proceeded twelve
nules to Mr. Cyprian ('h<)ut(;au's tri ling house, whore wo coinplet<;d our
final arraiii^'eiuenis for the exi)e(Jiiion.

Had weather, which interfered with astronotnieal observations, delayed
ns .several days iu th<i early part of Juno at this post, which is on the ri^ht

* hank of the Kansas river, ahout ten miles above the mouth, and six be-

yond tln! western boundary of Mi.ssouri. The sky cleared off at length,

and wt! W(!re enabled to delermiiK; oin* position, in longi.ude fJ4'' 2.')' -Ki",

and latitude 30° 5' 57". 'I'ho elevation above the :-,eu is ubout 700 feet.

Our eauip, in the mean limc!, presented an aniniated and bustling scene.

All were busily occupied in con.ph^tin:,' lla; necessary arrani,M!ments for

oiu' campaign iu the wilderness, and i)rofuini,' by this short delay on the

verge of civilization, to provide ourselves with all the littU, essentials to

condbrt in iho nomaiUc life we were to lead for the ensuing summer
months. Gradually, however, every thing—the mu/cricl of tht! camp, men,
horses, and even mules

—

settled into its place, and by the loth we were
ready to depart; but, before we moimt our liorses, I will give a .short de-

I
scripiion of the i)ariy with which I performed this .service.

I had collected m the neighborhood of St. Louis twenty-one men, prin-

cipally Creole and (^aiuuhan voytti^ciirs, who iiad become I'amiliar Willi

prairie life in the service of the lur companies iu the Indian country. Mr.
Charles Preuss, a native of Germany, was my assistant in the topographi-

cal part of the survey. L. Maxwell, of Kaskaskia, liad been engaged as

hunter, and Christo[)her Carson (more familiarly known, for his exploits in

the mountains, as Kit Carson) was our guide. The persons engaged ui

St. Louis were

:

Clement Lamber*, J. li. L'Espeiance, .1. B. Lefovre, Benjamin Potra,

Louis Gouin, J. li. IJumes, Basil Lajeuncsso, Fram^ois Tessier, Benjamin
Cadoite, Joseph Clement, Daniel Simonds, Leonard lienoit, Michel Morly,
Baj)tisto Bernier, Honore Ayot, Francois Latulippe, FraiH;ois Badeau,
Louis Menard, Jos(!pli Ruelle, Moise Cliardoimais, Augiiste Janisse, Ra-
phael Prone
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