
of 49, he touches already the straits of Fuca, the
]
tlie first mnmeiil of negotiation aha contended forj

antrance, and the onlv cntrai^e, to Puget Sound, if theue; to the very lant she has adhered to her pre-

he abandons to En»:land but one degree out of the tcnsiuns. And whenever the dny comes, if come
three, which apan this debatable land, the line cuts it docs, when she shuil reiinmiish to ua that master
us wholly off from tht-se straits, from Admiralty In-1 k^^to the <",innierce of the Columbia valley, then]
let, and consequently from Puget Sound; we might I will a fiivuritc ;»nd lori;^-cl rrished plan of hers fall

as well take the line cif 47 i\i once and surrender
[

to the ground: tlio pinn o*" settling, with British

that Sound altugcliuir, aa tu cede its sole entrance 8ul)jectH, (|iiir:ily but rxclui^ively, this district of
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Is this, tjien, the gcnlloman's iroposition? that
Engliiiid aljouid have the liarliors of Pugi l; imd thai

it is of no praciicol importuncc, whethiT she has
Ihem or not'

Let Captain Wiiko.<i, speukin'* in hia lecently-

Eublished narratiye, say u word to us, touching the
arbors of thut territory. lie tells us:

"The Coast of Orc;»on, to tlic nouth of Tupn P'liiHery,

(the Nouthern f h|H' on Ihn Straits of l-'iicn,) is rocky, miicli
brokun. and iiffinis no harl)or.>>, cxccjil for very small vi's-

sols."— Ko/ rv., p. jM.

And again:

"No ports exist iiloni? any p:'rt of Iho (out of Orc;?oii.

south of the (^nlmnbiii llivc.r, thnt wo acccfNi'ilo to any
class of vi'.;st'ls. I'vrn Ihosi- of but very uniall drduirlit of
water."— J',)/. I'., p. ll.i.

Ab to the inftuth of tlie Columbii^ ii.self, whicli, for

so many years, repelled discovery, he tells u^:

"Mer'> (li'<icri|)tina CBn •^.va little Idi'ii of thi- tcrrnra of thi'

bar of tilt! Colninljia: all who linvt- iit>t-n it have upoki-ii of
thi' wil'lno^p i>lth« sronn, tlii^ iucd.ipniit roar of tKo umIimm,
Teprcsi-ntiri'^ it iis ono of the most fearful sights that can
oieet thu i ; c of a sailor."- ^'o/. ir., ;,. -i'xi.

The surveys make by Wilkes have already grent-

]y dimi.'iifrlieil these dangers; but yet it must re-

main matter of grrat doubt, whether the mouth of
the Columbia can ever be used, throughout thelern

roiiiifry. A (li.ttkni^iii'iied gentleman from South 'H quoatio

Carolina [Mr. UiikitI seems to perceive no evi- the partu

demu;, or datigf r, <'\' any .si;!'!! plan. 1 ask liim, in longings

it to go tor notli'n-^, that wliile Hcven thousand iire ahou
AmericiiM citizens have already settled south of the plea to ju

Columlna, not one, ro i!r)i even on?, has found « tereats sc

home north of that Htrt am? Are we to pass over, conclusio

as of no serious import, the fact, that the Hud.'on Beverhav
Bay Conijiaiiy dfliivratcly, if without viohmce, in- In a sp

duce tilt! removal, to wliat they call the American kit ua ap
side of ilu: river, of cvtay citizen of these Stale.i Bow pend
who attempt.^ a settlement on wh*' lliey persist in tribunal

callin;^ ill IJriiish ."tier' Must lie have stronger ciplea of J

portents 3ii!l? I can f'lrMi.sh iliem. The following Own; let

paragraph is from Wii'esVs narrative: Father tha

"As the cli.irtfr of thi^hnl^on I'ay Conipany rreclud*'.
'

,

thi'ir t!'^-a!fiii;z: in nvur-ciiltmal opiT itioiis, nnothcr Cam •'PPOncnt i

piny h.isbi ca 'I'JCijiiv I nnlrrfli" title i>( t)\- I'uijct Sonmi pregnable
t'oiiipany, and I'.i oiiir-TS aie e\.;l'isiv(ly clio«en froir put to mu(
H'lioii^ lliiMa." ' • "I'lie capital of the I'ntfet .Souni »„„_ ap]F.
("tiipaiiy i.^ .C'tio.n.in; (fi'.-.n is, a'.i.mt two inillioiH and .

* ^ '

half oi i!'iliarK ) "Jbe opf rations of the (onipany are, !• pient of n
eoiiFe(|nence, lir:; •: thiy l>i':?'jn liy makinij latiye imporhi •ur favor.
tii)n,s of stoi'k from 'alilornia, and .sonii' of the l/ost breedi < £nglanc
of-attlt Ironi i.ii';-ia;id. 'I'li'^y h:ive «l>o entered into farn: ^u.-^j
in^ oaancxteoMVi' Hv-.iU'.r iic.-ynl. ir.v. 'i-iS.

fuunuontu
settlement:

tr

fannus sea.so!i8 of the year, as a general port of en-
trance for vessels of every draught.
On the other hand, all navigators, from Vancou

The Pu^rt Sound Company, observe; 'f^'^''" ^en^ T^jigij^j. jj!

re of oprration.^ being Fori Nisqually, at the south- v.. _,i„„ • !

!rn exticiniiy of the Sound; the very pomt at which «i,g gj^.u
in nil proiiabiiiiy, a line of cotnmunication hence tf Jcclarp
China and the ivist liidicH, would terminate, ancT,,
Ihe consecpifiiit point of embarcation of the Asintii

Ter to Wilke.s, concur in testifying to the safety of
j

trade; the INcw Orleans, in short, of the Columbi
the entrance to Puget Sound, and to the value of its |

valley, with half the world directly open to the ves-

and sheltering' in sel<j that shall leave her wharves. And this Puff€harbors; as capable of leceivin?,

the largest iket of 1

ships the world ever saw brought together.

me of battle

svu..:i. Cap-

perfect .security,

he world
tuiii Wilkes says:

"Nothing can exceed the beauty of these waters nor their
safety: not a shoal existn within the Straits of Juan de

,

Fnca, Admiralty Inlet, I'nf<et Sound, or Hood's I anal, that |
Columbia

can, in any way, interrupt thu navigation of k 74-a;nn ship.
I venture noth'ini; in saying, there is no country in the
world, that possesses waters equal to thney— Fol. IV. p.
#06.

I repeat my question: is it of no practical im-
portance whether or not we, as the fu'ure owners
of Oregon, cede to Great Britain the oniy safe har-
bors in that country, retaining not even one road-

Sound CompiUiy has the chartered right, and tht'

capital, to found extensive agricultural aettlementF'

Hdiloaionts oi'ilui most permanent kind; settlement]

which miKst inevitably and rapidly spread out i

from that centre, south to the very banks of thtj

M'hateve
rt offJreai

nventioii
bt trticul i,

na-yphal., li

i»elf."-/Jo;,

This pro
e whole c
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the con VI

title, in i

And then, whose will that country be.' How f'*^'
*^<"*^''

will the Briti.sh government dare, even if she would ^Our nego

neglect, or abandon, the British interests that wil ^'"^ ^^'^ '^

have sprung up, under the protection and priT^ v ,"
^y"'

.

lege of her own law^a and charters? dared m
Does the gentleman from South Carolina think j|*"*"''*'"s.'^

thatall thisisji'oingonjustasitshouldf thatnonotiff ^""'"" '^' •'

stead of value, along the entire Pacific coaat.' Is the *•"' terminate such a state ofthings, is required? thiit w(

maritime control of Oregon a matter so trifling that, have but to fold our hands, in sagacious inactivity

we arc tamely to surrender it to England, merely ;

aif^ '"ok quietly on, and all will be welL' Then may
because, without a color of title, she sees fit to ask ' w« also declare, whrnthe thunder growls, that then

us for it> According to what code of logic or mor-i 's no storm in the air. Then may the patrol slum

ala does it become our imperative dutysubmLseively '
berin security at his post, even when the enemy

to give way, for this only reason, that she chooses cannon give warning note, that he is advancing, it

pertinaciously to insist? |
ma.ss, to the onset.

See, in her very pertinacity^ the proof, how well ' I pass to the second proposition of the gentleman

she estimates—how differently from the gentleman frot" Massachusetts, that if, under any circumstan

from Massachusetts, [Mr. Wintiirop,] or the gen- ces, we suffer war to arise, we thereby bring di*

tieman from Virginia, [Mr, Pkndleton]—the value credit on our country, and dishonor on the age i:

of this disputed tract and its magnificent harbors.
|

which we live.

She ik experienced; she is far-seeing. She looks to I
Discredit I dishonor ! strong terms ! I have i-

practical results. On the table of her cabinet lie ready shown, that we contend for no trifle, for ti(

Minute topographical surveys of the straits of Fuca, unprofitable right. The only remaining coniingen

«f Admiralty Inlet, of the harbors of Puget. From cy under which such charges can justly apply, iJ
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