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fhip provided itfelf with a large quantity of a bitu-

-men commonly called tar, of a dark colour, with

a greeniih tinge, as an excellent remedy againft

the fcurvy and dropfy. It is alfo ufed in paying
fliips bottomi, but we cook it aboard as a medica-
ment I it oozes out of the earth, and in thefe parts

is found in great abundance.

On the loth of Jpril we pafled the equinoftial,

within fight of Cape del PaJJao, and on the 1 1 th

got beyond that of St. Francis^ at i degree, 7 mi-

nutes, north-latitude ; we anchored at the mouth
of St. Jago river, and 80 leagues, N. N. W. and

25 £. by £. where calling our nets, we took a

large quantity of very palatable fifh. A party of

each fhip's company alfo went afhore, where they

killed fome wild goats and hogs, of which they faw

great numbers ; and befides, bought of the inhabi-

tants, turkey cocks and hens, ducks, and moH: deli*

cious fruits. This marketing was at a village two
Spanijh leagues, or fix miles and a half, on the left-

hand, from the mouth of the river St. JagOy which

with fmall veiTels is navigable to the diftance of

14 Spanijh leagues, about fouth-ead from the fea,

and almoft half way to the large and opulent city

of ^iitOy which is in 22 minutes fouth-latitude.

On the 1 6th of April we failed from the river

St. JagOf for the harbour of Realejo, 320 leagues,

north-weft by weft, in about 11 degrees, 14 mi-

nutes, north- latitude, leaving St, Michael* s- hill on

our left, and Cape Cafamina on our right. This

is a very fafe harbour, being fheltercd towards the

fea by the iflands of Ampallo and Mangreza, and by

three other iflands, all well peopled and cultivated,

Realejo is the place in New Spain where the large

fhips are built : it is but four miles by land from

the lake Nicaragua^ which difcharges itfelf into the

North-feat near the ifland del Grano, i. e, of Corn^

or de la Perlas ^ i, e. 0/ Pearls, The neighbour-

hood
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