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tlic (lat<'

ftiuiul ill ISnC), and 1 t,:>lfS in 1807, or applying; a couni adopted i)y I'rofessur Tliompson,
1 IJi^i in flic latt(M' year, tliorr is I'vidciit a <lt'ci'oaso of !) or li' per ci'nt. xvi!liiii tlic

twclvrnioiitli ill (pui^tioii. 'I'lir cniiiit 1)1' pu])s is tlic most (nistuovtliy iiirasurp of

nuiiH'iica! varialion in llic licrd, Tlic counts of havoms, and ospccjaliy of cows present,

are iniieli iiilcrior i" \aliu'. Tlic latter coiinls, however, ])oiiit in the same direction.

The liareiiis o!i ail tiie rookeries w^'ic eoniitcd in Ixith seasons. In iMKi tle'rc wen"
I'.O."):.' ; in I'-'.tT there wcj'c l.ljs. n ijccrease of lO'll per cent. 'I'lic cows actually

present on certain rookeiies at the liei:4ht of the seasini Avcre counted in liotli seasons.

Where 1 (),]'.!> were found in 18! Id, 7,."i<»7 were found in 1897, a deercaseol' 'iS'IM per cent.*

8. It is not easy to i>p)»ly the \arious counts in the form of a ijeneral averatre .o

all the rookeries of the islands. We reeon'uize thai a no^iihle decrease has heeii

sntfered hy the herd dnriiii,' the twelvemonth ISiX! to 18!)7. without at1cmptiii!i\ sa^i-

liy settinu' the above iiiunhers on record, to aserihe to the decrease more precise

H2;«res.

'.». Tlie metliods of driviin;; and killinij practised on the islands, as they have come
iindin' our oliservation durinc: the ])ast two years, call for no criticism or ohjcction.

.Vn adeiiuate supply of hulls is present, on the rookeries ; the nuinher of older haehelors

rejected in the drives during' the period iii question is such as to safcijiuu'd in the

imincdialc future a similarly adequate supply ; the breediiiL? hulls, females, and pu])s

on the hreediin;' rookeries are not distiirlicd ; there is no evidence or sin;ii of impairment
hy driviiiLr oi' the virility of males; the operations of drivin?and killing are conducted
skilfully and withoiil inliumanity.

10. The pelaiiic industry is conducted in an orderly manner and in a spirit of

aeiiuicseencc in the limitations imposed by the law.

11. I'elaiiie sealiuy involves the killint^ of males and females alike, without

diseriinination and in proportion as the two sexes coexist in the sea. 'i'he reduction

of males elVected on the islands causes an enhanced jiroportion of females to be found
ill the ]>ela<,'ic catch ; hence this proportion, if it vary from no other cause, varies at

li'ast Avith the catch upon the islands. In 1803 ?dr. A. 15. Alexander, on behalf of the

(lovernment ol' the liiitcd States, found (!2'.'? ])cr cent, of females in the catch of the

"Dora Siewaril" in Jichriii;;' Sea, and in l>s!K) Mr. Andrew llalkclt, (ui behalf of

ihe Canadian Crovernment, foinid 84"2 in the catch of the same sciiooaer in the same
sea. There are no doubt instances, especially in the season of niisration and on the

course of the migrating' lierds. ol'catclies coutaining a very ditVer(<nt jiroportion of the

two sexes.

12. 'i'lic large proportion oT lemales in the |)elai;io catch ir.eludtvs not only adidt

females that are both nursini,' a;!d pieirnant. but also young seals that are not ]ircg-

iiaiit, and others tliat have not yet brought forth young, witli such also as liave

recently lost tlunr young thv(nigli the \arious causes of natural mortality.

t

lo. The polyiiainous habit of the anima). coupled with an equal birth-rate ol' the

two sexes, pinanits a large luunlier of males to he removed with imimnity from the

herd, Avhile, as with other animals, any similar abstraction of females checks or lessens

the herd's increase, or, Avhen carricul further, brings about an actual diminution of

the herd. It is equally jilain that a certain number of females may be killed without

involving the actual dimiiintion of the herd, if the number killed do not exceed the

annual increment ol the breeding herd, taking into consideration the anniial losses by
death tliroui,di old age and throuu'h incidents at sea.

Ik While, •wlietlier from a consideration f)f the l)irth-rati> or i'lMiu an inspectitni

of the visible elfects, it is manifest that the take of females in ret'cnt years has hecii so

far in excess of the natural iiiercinent as to lead to a reduction of the herd in the dcurec

related above, yet llic r;itio of the jielagii' catch of inie year to that of the following

has fallen olV more rapidly than the ratio of the breeding herd of one year to the.

breedinir herd of the ncxt.i

" 'I'lic I'xtrinie irrir;iii\ii'.v of tlii" mimlior ol'oRs piosont on tlii" rookcrli>< frnm (!.iy to ilav, and llie coiisoquciit

ilivaliditv ct anv conipnn'oii (ttlieir mimhiT i.< shown liy tlic counts iiiailc on Liikaiiiii ami Kituvi rookeries during

flio fcajiin of l.s!)7. S'c Aji|»'miix II.

t htaUMiuMits oil tti;icli Id I'asc an cslinialc ot tlio relative iiiiiiilx rs of these several chssi ? arc neces«:iri'._v

iiiconipVie, lint tlie t'oilowMii; notes iiiav seru' a' a |iartial guiile :

—

J(i«n-enil, Iteport 1S!I.">. pp. -Kj, i:. Alcxai.dcr. Report 1895, pp. 142. 14:). Macoun, Il.port 1S97, M.SS.

Lucas, Report Ifi!;, MSS.

X I'lii' ratiii (if ti.e pi'lnfl-ii' (lift. C'aiiili.iii .t>".iI A^iierio.m, 'n K97 in Heiir'".T .^ea \\a< l(i,G(i7 .«rals. In tlic

fiiiiinier 1 1 1S:)6 it w.i* '."J.'iOO. 'I iie agi;ri's;ate catiii whieh mreet'y intliieiieeil tlie licrd ii' ISIjT was .iS.iiJi;, is

niin.i'L'r n.aili' up !iy adil'iin to tlie stimnier's eatili of IsjO the iiortli-wesi coa'-t catch in tlie siiiiin of ISy7.

m till' iirc^en! tinu'. .icconlintrly. llic pel",'.;!;' latcli ;ilrp.iily taken 'lii,<>'") and opi ra'ins; 'Hicctlv .ir^iinst

L-p

next1(1 IMC ]>rc-ieny tiini'. .iccoriinifcr.^ . iiic pcrj-ju" carcii iiirciiiy laKcn I'l.d-ii ;. aiiii opi r;ui:i2: 'luccny arJiiii-*! iievi

\i'ar'< Mippiv, is ."iT'l'J Jicr cmt. Ic^s tiiaii llic pcla'.;!c catch wimcIi operated aj;aiii-t tlie MipliiV of I.S.i; (sec, ai.-o.

Appendix I) ; or, if \vc conipwi) mcrclv tlic eiininicr catihes. iiiasmucii :it the pcssiMi Kj'riii;;' ca'cli of ISl^S i* a;i

iiiiknowi factor, we iiave a reduction of 4;i'4f'' per cent.


