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eorum onus et munus iloceii<li, pascendi, regcndi poputum,

sed circa pauciurcs subditos."

S. Paul says : "Take heed to ymirselves, and to the

whole flock wherein tlu' Holy Giiost hath placed you hishops

to rule the Church of God."

Cormlius a I.apide comments as follows on the alxjve

text ; "Takf hct-d he says to yourselves and to the whole

fl(ck wherein the Holy (Ihost hath placed yf>u bishops fthat

is, priests iind fastors) to rule tlif L ftnnli of God: attendite

ait; vobis <t universo gngi in quo .'os Spiritus Sanctus posuit

epifcopos (id est, prcsbyteros ot pastures i rr^, re ccilesiara

Dti" '('orn. a Lap. in Philip, i' i'.

Hut (again and again do wi' insist upon it the supromest

and divincst power of Jurisdiction is that exercised by the

priest as well as by the bishop: over both tlie natural and

mystical Body of j'esus Christ in the offering of the thrice holy

Sacrifice for tlie living and the dead, in the distribution of

the Holy Eucharist to the memlx-rs of the Church Militant,

and in the resurrection of souls wrought in the ^acraiiH'nt of

Penance,

It is on the Altar and from the Altar and from the judi-

cial Ixnch of the Confessional that tlio priest <xercises the

highest sac<Tdotal author'ty of Jesus Christ over the beloved

of tlu' Fold, 1h, light with the blood of the Lamb.
Yet, our minimiscrs .-a>' nothing i f this miraculous two-

fold jurisdiction of the priest, ^nd drcl.ire him devoid of all

jurisdiction derived from Divine ordinance,

lo -urn up: By Divine rrdinarc/

:

The hierarchy of sacrdmcntal jiiri-,diction comprises three

degree-, iiaiiirly, liie p.ipacy, the cpisco])acy .md the priest-

hood.
Likewise, the hierarchy of p.istoral jurisdiction comprises

three flfgr-cs, namely, the ['a|)acy, the episcopacy and the

prieslliood.
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[,(/4| Bcciuse n: illier the liisln p> nor the prio-ts— collec-

tively or individually— nor tlie rest of the Church, ever receiv-

ed the p' ntific.il power granted to Peter and his successors ex-

clusively (ibid.\—They cannot, therefore communicate thi^t

wh'ch they have not, i.e., the Pontifical Sovereignty; nor can

:iny one else on earth. There r<MiKiins, con-eqtiently, but one

alt'ornativc ; either Peter never had any successor, the pledge

of Christ to the contrary notwithstanding NLit i6' 18— etc.)

— or the successor of Peter, like Peter himself, rtxreives his

•overeign investiture immediately from Jesus Christ, who pro
niised to pr-rpetuiite the Petrim- office desprte all the hostile

r,.,wrrs . r "g^^te-; of he!!" abid.!.—


