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THIE'ADVÂNTAGE9 0F IGNORANCE.

There are occasional advantages in ignorance, and then, the
denser the ignorance the better. This reflection cornes to us on
reading soxne remarks in reiXerence to lawyers' fees by a learned
divine who ia reported to have said in a public address: "A
man has no right to go into a. profession for feeg, for money.
I arn simply astounded at the lawyers' fees I read about. The
fees of lawyers are, many of them, inost unaccountable to me."
A bull in a china shop would not have half so rnuch fun if hie
were ti-oubled with pny qualms of conscience. Ignorance, there-
fore, for him, is bliss, as it is aol.s for the preacher who thus airs
his ignorance and cheerfully makes uncharitable remarks about
other people. The principle of supp]y and demand is also a
thinf! unknow'n to him. For our pa),î we confess our ignorance
-q ta the amount of this- niinister's . Iary, but we can only say
that if it is sinail it is becaiuqe hie is not -worth more. whilst if it
is large it is so to the extent that hie tiekieq the cars of his congre-
.zation. l3rains and experiencc' shouild dernand their fair value;
b)ut lawyers as a rule are, in proportion to the ae.conan-ying
conditions. paffl lea for their serriees than any ct-her clasa in the
commuiinity. Those of them who make miost inake le.sq, for ex-
ample, than a giueeess-fuil >hankç manager, thouigl probably their
advice frecpwentlv savesý tiýe.qo mana1gers front hring"ing disaster
ta their bank.a. "ýNe suitor ulitra crep idem" raigh t he pondered to
advantage by the nîiinister in que.ýtion. wbo la aNao reported to
have said, "'I would that T lind but haif the chance- so nwvwers-
have of doing gond.'' Tt inîifft perhaps oeceur to hii.i in qnnie
moment of introspection, ta think that his best way of di good
woiuld be to listen to what the Trou Diuke saidi when lie advised an
equally erratie presbyter to attend to bis marehing orders, whirh
he said, ivere to preach the gospel and not to prate about things
of which he was profoundly ignorant. It might also have oc-
eurred to hum that hie, presurnably, entered the ministry (and
is well paid) for the very purpose of ''doing good," ;o that lie
ought to have even more than "haîf the chance" lawyers have
in that regard. But as to this we assert; withouit fear of con-


