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tion, under the present English Divorce and Matrimonial Act. In that case it
wus laid down that thec applicant aliould, betore presentation of the petition for
-a bill of divorce, prosent a petition niaking out a case for being allowed to seek
a divorce without complying with the rmle of thec house rcspecting payment of
fée&. The petition would then be sent tu the c)mmittcC on -;tanditig orders for
consideration, and report to thlit -ue h the t uW.should--be su.pened.
-Tlht-eï rlege,* whlier granted, is- of nio great benefit to tlic appl icuint, as the remis.
sion of the (e of $200 takes off but a smnalt part of the applicant's epese. Thu
adv'ertising of the application in the Cautedei Gazetfte. aiki two local paliers, tilt
fées and tradvelling expenqcus. of the lictitioncr andi witncsse!; to zv"d froin Otta%a,
.and their hotei expenises while there, together %%-ith the fecs of the local and the
Ottawa solicitor, arc really theiniUbsantiai part of dxh en'

Assuniing that the costs of an action for a decrec froin a Court of Diivorce,
werc ont establishcd i Canada. %%zouid bc about cquai to the custs of in ordi.
nary contested Superior Court action down tu judginctt, i doubi if the cos
would bc imach le-% than tho)se attending thç obtaining of a lParlii;knen)tary
D)ivorce. ln the cases in %vhich 1 have been enipioyed 1 have kept a record by
items of the work donc in caclh case, and the sum total, exclusive of the Govern-
mient feces, printing, adverti4irig. travelling andi hutel expetisets aniotintt u about
the costs of a contested action in the 11 igh Court of Justice.

1 trust. however, îtat your timely article wili be the beginning of an agitation
w~hich will eventually resuit in the establishment (if a ivorce Court for this
Province at least. The weak point of thxe prescrit systeru is flot the expense,
but the uncertainty as tu law andi evidence, whkch results froin inatters of a
rtrict1y legal eharacter being deait with by laymen andi a few nienîbers; of the
legal profession, %vho are unable to view such applications in a cain judicial
*pirit. The honourable gentlemen of the Senate assume tu conduct proceecIings
incidentai tc> divoirce ini a jurliciai as «Il as a logisibive character, but the occa.

sn i rare indeeti îinu îhey ever rise tu the tonner level.
A glance at the tebates anti jtournlkl of îlw Flouse in tit Canîphiell case wili

ticaëc hurst4 of passuion and partizanship happity utnptratteltcd in judiciai
circles, Vrivolous teclînicalities of -which country Ientce-viewv:rh wouid nul bc
gulity are fîreqvctniI interposcýd, The reli-rious convictions oi a large number
mU t1w tienibe.r% IfU oth housom also prove a stunîbhng block, as tnu argument,
legal or catirw , %tiuccc..sfully refute theui. The really only rtdecming
lxoint ini the systein is the supprvmsion frou thec public oftheb evidenice taketi by
thxe Sclcct comnnittce.

Vours truly,

ottaswa, january 27th. lu J., A. GI&wMIU..
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