SIEGE OF FORT WILLIAM HENRY

and axe, while the cannon from the fort flashed
through the darkness, and grape and round shot
whistled and screamed over their heads.

Before daybreak the first parallel was com-
pleted, and a battery nearly finished on the left,
while another was well started on the right.
The men now worked under cover, safe in their
burrows, one gang relieving another, as the
operations went steadily on all day.

So soon as these forts were in readiness,
Montcalm mounted his cannon upon them, eight
at the leftand eleven at the right, and proceeded
to bombard Fort William Henry vigorously.
The fort replied with spirit, and for several days
ensuing the heavy guns thundered from dawn
until dark, while from a hundred peaks and crags
the astonished wilderness roared back the sound.

The Indians enjoyed this artillery performance
greatly. They had been of no use whatever thus
far, as instead of devoting themselves to scouting,
they loitered about the camp and trenches, or
amused themselves by firing at the fort from
behind stumps and logs.

Some, in imitation of the French, dug little
trenches for themselves in which they wormed
their way toward the ramparts, and now and
then picked off an artilleryman, although not
without loss on their own side.

Seth, whose heart was hot against the red-
skins, not only because they were of the enemy,
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