
10 TALES OF A TRAVELLER.

fills every corner of the world, without any one being able to

tell whence it comes.
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Mv friend, the nervous gentleman, also, who is a man ot

very shy, retired habits, complains that he has been exces-

sively annoyed in consequence of its getting about in his

neichborhood that he is the fortunate personage. Insomuch,

that he has become a character of considerable notoriety in

two or three country towns, and has been repeatedly teased

to exhibit himself at blue-stocking parties, for no other reason

than that of being "the gentlemen who has had a glimpse of

the author of Waverley "

Indeed the poor man has grown ten times as nervous as

ever, since he has discovered, on such good authority, who the

stout gentleman was ; and will never forgive himself for not

having made a more resolute effort to get a full sight of liiin.

He has anxiously endeavored to call up a recollection of what

he saw of that portly personage ; and has ever since kept a

curious eye on all gentlemen of more than ordinary dimen-

sions, whom he has seen getting into stage-coaches. All in

vain ! The features h6 had caught a glimpse of seem common
to the whole race of stout gentlemen, and the Great Unknown
remains as great an unknown as ever.

Having premised these circumstances, I will now let the

nervous gentleman proceed with his stories.

THE HUNTING DINNER.

I WAS once at a hunting dinner, given by a worthy fox-hunt-

ing old Baronet, who kept bachelor's hall in jovial style, in an

ancient rook-haunted family mansion, in one of the middle
counties. He had been a devoted admirer of the fair sex in

his yoUiiger days ; but, having travelled much, studied the sex
in various countries with distingul3hed success, and returned
home profoundly instructed, as he supposed, in the ways of

woman, and a perfect master of the art of pleasing, had the

mortification of being jilted by a little boardiiig-scliool girl,

who was scarcely versed in the accidence of love.

The Baronet was completely uvercoine by such an incredible


