
PREFACE.

This little volume is not intended to be a history of

Oregon missions or even a complete biography of Dr.

Whitman. Its aim is simply to bring out, prominently,

in a series of sketches, the heroism and Christian pat-

riotism of the man who rendered great and distin-

guished service to his country, which has never been

fully appreciated or recognized.

In my historical facts I have tried to be correct and

to give credit to authorities where I could. I

expect some of my critics will ask, as they have in the

past, "Who is your authority for this fact and that?"

I only answer, I don't know unless [ am authority. In

1850 and 185 1 I was a teacher of the young men and

maidens, and bright-eyed boys and girls of the old

pioneers of Oregon.

Many years ago I told the story of that school to

Hezekiah Butterworth, who made it famous in his

idyllic romance, "The Leg School House on the Colum-

bia." It was a time when history was being made.

The great tragedy at Waiilatpui was fresh in the minds

of the people. With such surroundings one comes in

touch with the spirit of history.


