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PLANTING AND CARING FOR YOUN(J TREFS IN AN
APPLE ORCHARD.
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One of the first requisites to successful orcharding is to begin

well. This bulletin briefly outlines for the guidance of intending

planters some of the chief points which should be considered.

Location and Exposukk. In selecting the site for an orchard

two of the main things to be sought for are exemption from late

spring and early autumn frosts, and shelter from the prevailing high

winds. The locations least subject to injurious frosts are those

bordering large bodies of water, and, in the interior, the high lands.

It is important to plant apple trees on the highest land available.

If the elevation is not more than ten feet above the general level of

the adjacent land, it affords an advantage in allowing the cold air

to drain away into the lower levels, and lessens the danger from
frosts, which often do great injury when the trees are in bloom. One
of the worst locations is a sheltered valley from which there is little

or no atmospheric drainage, and into which the sun shining makes
it the hottest spot during the day, while the cold air settling into it

from the higher i levations makes it the coldest spot during the night.

A free circulation of air is very desirable in an orchard, and a

full exposure is better than shutting it in too closely, yet it is advis-

able to have orchard somewhat sheltered from the full force of the

prevailing winds. Theses in niost parts of tlw; country come from

the southwest. Th(! slu'lter thcrotbre should ho on that side and
may consist of a strip of wooilland, or a belt of Norway spruce put

out t the same time as the orchard, or host of all, if possible, plant

the orchard on a hillside having a north(Tn or northeastern exposure.

Such a location and exposure is least subject to sudden changes of

temperature, drouth and the prevailing high winds.
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