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sarY is to attempt briefly to place before the
Chamber corne of the main fact.s ileading up
to the preparation of this Convention.

As stated in the document released by the
Department, the tremendous rush of waters
over the falis bas been graduaIiy eroding and
we'u'ing away the underlying rock ever aince
the Niagara Tiver began to, run, with the resuit
that the channel of thc river has been con-
tinualiv changing, seme parts being left witit-
eut aint wat.er at ail at ce tÀ ies of the
year. Titis matter was taken up by the twe
Gex ernrnentos. boti reaiizing titat this great
work cf nature, one of te worid's wenders,
is a vn great attraction te a iarge number
cf iteIic. In MYVr. Stewarit's statement it is
estimiated tit ne iessz ttan 2.000 00 people a
ycear iii -Niagara Falls te sec that wendler.
I t1iiuk it is desirable titat steps sheuid be
t,îkcn te preserve the scenie beauît v. Idd
iis -trange that surit meaýýures; hav e flot izeen

taken liîg age.
Tlîc e nuy be seine ivit held the view that

thero i. .ýoniet;hing behind ail this; tjhat the
poe r interests are inveiv-od and that this is
nierciv ai scleee te wititdraw certain waters
frrni 'the river te deveiep pewer fer indus-
trial purpoecs aed se on. W'hile the TreatY
prex ide fer the withdrawal ef certain w:ters

conu u ueiitns, after reading lait ttat;
icentained in the Treaty itseif and in this

VOrv r'irefullv prepared statemenit, I1se
renie Io the cenclusien tliat that is net one
ci the re.il objeets. but is mereiy incidentai.

Thuere ire eniy ene or twe features of the
TJrcatvy th:it I wishi te bring te the attention of
this Heulse. The first is titis. During ail the
negetiitiens the Deminien Gevereament have
kcpt je censtant tourit with the Gevernment
Of o rxlc f On tarie and the Hydre-
Fi(ctrie Pewer Commn.issin of tha-t previLice.
Neý-t enil that, but after the negetiatiens were
ceneiuded the Geverement of Ontarie agreed
te this Treaty in ali its details. I arn sure
we ail realize that the Province of Ontarie is
primarily interested: if qny power is devel-
epied it bengs te titat province, and if it bas
seen fit te ratify the Trea.ty, 1 t.hink we

sheuid hav e littie besitatien je deing se.
Net. en1y have the Ontarie Governimeîit and

the Hvr-lcrcPewer Commissien ap-
proeua this Treaty in jts cntirety, but the
fdevernment of Canada and thte Gevernment
of tite United States appointed a Board called
thc Special International Niagara Board, te
deai îvthtie matter. This Board consist-ed
of feur preminent gentlemen, ail, I cLare say,
,.ninentiy qualified for the work ie band.
Our twe members of the Beard were Mr.
Teint-tn, an engineer of the Interier Depart-
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nient, and Mr. Charles Camsell, Deputy Min-
ister of Mines. The members of the Board
werked tegetber for two years and finaily drew
up a unanimous report of titeir conclusions,
which w\aa submaitted Vo, both Governments
anl appreved by them, and, 1 presume, by
the Province of Ontario and the Hydm'-
Electrie Commission as weil.

There la but one other feature, and that
relates te the diversion of water. There are
the Proevince of Ontarie and the Hydre-
Izicetrie Pewer Commission of Ontario, and
lie iaraPower Company ef Niagara Falls,

N-ewx Yerk, witlî their plants en both aides
of the river. Under te prepesed arrange-
inent te( initiai wcrks are estimated te ceat
$1,750.000. Tt ivas propesed tat titese two
powcr intercsts abould pay that ceaI, and that
in return they sbeuid have the right te use
i)e poe<r deveioped en each aide cf thte river

1) 'v withdrawing, 10,000 cubic feel per secoend
for a, peried cf years. Thai h.s net te be
continued in perpetuity. Tue Cenven tien
proî ides, net for the immediate diversien cf

10ý000 cubic feet, but for diversion as the
Board tbinks neeessary. The amount of

wtrte be witbdrawn may be increase-d up
te a inaxinnîlm cf 10,000 cubie feet, or de-

ecsdte an ' extent. That arran2ement 15;

te be continued fer a peried of y ear., until
ail parries sec wit the effort wiii bconc tite
-.0 lniC beatiis of itv- fqils b1 the construction
ef the werks prepesed.

Iii vieiv cf ail titis I do not titink titere is
i.v reason why we sheuld itesilate aI all te
îjipreve cf this measure. There are titese
îvho ltid thte view taI in an 'v international
arrangement with reýference te lthe ercafien cf
poer ce cen side of titese internatienal
waLteris we sheuid aiways retain sucb centrel
litat titere wiii never ho any ques.tion cf the

div ersien te the etiten aide cf te lice cf the
power se created. It la heid tbat once te
pîewer gea te lte other aide we shall neyer
gt it back. I amn net aufflciently acquainted

with the problemn te ho ablýe te apeak in that
cennectice. Il is a problemn that we shahl
iiax e te cresiden very fuhly when we come te
(clu aitih lte larger sebemýe aleng the St.
Lawrence river. Whil-e Canada at the
moment may net need titis power, if we
centinue te grow and develop the time may
reme witen we shall need it, aed if it bas been
exponted w.e may flot ho able to get it back.
Hewever, I do net think that pos.sibility
sheuld stand in tbe way of thte ratification cf
titis Treaty, for after ahl, in titis particuhar
rase, any power diverted unden te Treaty
beoenga te te Province cf Ontarie, and if
the Government of Ontarie has thougit it


