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are the fathers of fairly large farnilies, and
as sucb are in a position to speak nat only
as veterans on sucb matters as demobilization
and reliabilitation of the forces, but, also as
heads of families an the significance of the
social legisiotion wbich is proposed in the
s~peech fromn the throne. I arn glad they have
expressed themselves so strongly in favour
a)f it.

There is one other point I should like ta
menrion in regard ta these two bioa, gentle-
men. One cornes ta us fromn the province of
Q uebec; bie is of a race and religion different
fromi that of the other haon, gentleman, who
cames ta us from tbe prairie provinces. In
the speeches delivered by theso twa bon.
gentlemen, however, we find that unity-unity
in diversity-wbicb is penbaps the greatest of
ail1 the outstanding features of aur country.
We are a united country, though we may have
divrse~ elcmeats; and car unity could nat
bave been botter exempiifiod than it was in
tbe twa admirable addresses which were
debivercd on Friday last.

This afternaon the leader of the opposition
began bis remarks, quite rightly, by emphasiz-
ing the fact that tbe w-ar is continuing, and
that ir w-as or sbould be the most important
of ail considerationý hefore us ot this time.
Later, ýhow-ever, in the course of bis remarks
my blon. fi'iend said thot be rbought cither the
speech frorn the throne or the goveramient it-
self had given evideace of a belief that rhe
war would be over sornewbot sooan. May I
immediately takze exception ta any statement
of thbe kind. I wish 1 could say to this House
of Commons that 1 believed the war w-as
nearing an e nd. It is perfectly t-rue that con-
ditions are rauch botter thon tbey were a
year ago. We have greot reason ta be thank-
fui for the trernendous gains which bave been
mode in the course -of the past year; that the
Germans have heem driven out of Africa; thot
Iraly bias surrend-ered unconditionally; that
the Italian fleet is flow under the contrai of
tih- aiiied powers; that Si.eily has been success-
fully invaded and liberated, and that Itoly
bas been invaded. WVo cao ho thankful thot
the Russions bave had such great successes,
and also thot on the other side of the world
the United- States, Australion, New Zealand
and British farces bave bod the great successes
wbicb t'hey bave achieved up ta the prescrit in
thoeir batties again--t the Japanese. But it
romaqins true as fur as bath Germany and
Japon are concerned that ta-dgy these coun-
tries stili occupy a very considerable propor-
tion of conquered territory, and that the
flgbrting is stili taking place on that conquered
territory. In Europe, wbile Russia is making
a magnificent figbt, the Germons are still an
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Russian soul. In Italy, w-hile the British,
United States and Canadian forces, and athers
allied witb thern, are rnaking a magnificent
fight, the Germans stili are in possession of the
greater part of that ?ountry. At the present
time Gcrinany is surrouinded by a group of
conqucred countries which serve as outer de-
fences to ber immediate territory. Those
countries whic'h have been overrun are pro-
viding Germany at present witli resources
wbich she needs. in the w-ay of mian-power,
food and raw materials. Their peoples are
beýing made to work and to serve the in-terezzts
of Germany, wbich itself remains a perfectly
intact fortress. Similarly ia the orient Japan
contrais tb.e many countries and islands whicb
she bas taken from the N_ýetberlands, the
Britisb and otbers, and Japan is beinig supplied
witb labour and materials in a way wbich
help-s ta serve bier ends and needs.

So, 'Mr. Speaker, w-hile we have great
reason ta Le thankful for the progress whicb
bas been made, jr would be wrong to assume
that there is like reason to believe that tbere
will be an early conclusion to tbis war. 1 have'
followed tbe progress of the w-ar, I think, as
closely as any mon in Canada, and I arn
sure I arn only giving the experien-ce of others
who bhave sougbt t-o follow it closcly, as well
as my own, when I sav thoat I bave been sur-
p-rised at biow long it bas taken, in the ligbt
of the expectatians thot bave been cherisbed,
to reach the different objectives that 'have
been attained along the way. Let me remind
hon. members here of w'hat their views were
at the time Africa wos invadcd by the United
States ormies, and at the rime the British
were fighting along tbe nortb coast of that
continent. It was tbougbt first that it would
be a motter of oniy a few weeks befo-re the
Germans and Italians were driven out, then
of a few months, but as it turaed out a very
much longer tirne was required. Whon this
bouse adjourned iast July aur forces, along
with Britisb ond American forces, had entered
Sicily. We thought it was going to be a
matter of only a short tirne until Sicily and
then Italy were conquered. Cert-ainly when the
Italian mainlond Lad been succcessfully in-
vaded bx- the allied forces i- w-as felt thot it
wouid ho only e short tirne until Rome would
be in the possession of the allied pawcrs.
Well, Rame is not yet under allied control,
and no one cmn say bow long the Italian
campaign may lost.

We know that in ail proability Europe is
ta bc invaded fromn the west as well as the
east and south, but does anyone realize how
difficult that invasion is going ta be? I want
this afternaan ta leave ýthat thought. abave aIl
othcrs, w'ith han. members of this bouse. As I


