
COMMONS
The Address-Mlr. Mackenzie King

I think I have already indicated where part
of the policy there outlined bas corne from.
May I indicate wbere the rest of it bas corne
from? Here, as elsewhere, I wish to cite a
part of Liberal policy whicb is nlot being put
forward to-day for the first tirne on the ove
of an olection but whicb has been our policy
from the start. It is the policy wbicb I
advocatod years ago and at the first session
of this parliament uand which I have advocated
every session amne, as hion. members weli
know. What is the first item xvhichi appcars
in the published statement of Liberal policy?

Uneinployment of First Conicern
Tlie Liberal party believes unemployment is

Canala's inost urgent national problem. It
xvould deal with the presenit emergency con-
dlitions through a representative national com-
mission, which would cooperate with the prov-
ines and municipalities in tihe administration
of unensploynient relief, ani in an endcavour
to provi(le work for the unemployed.

That is a step which, if it had been taken
at the time, or if it had been taken in any
year up to the prosent, would have served to
coordinate ahl the efforts that are being put
forth by the dominion, the provinces and the
municipalities to provide work for the un-
employed. It would have saved a wasto of
millions of dollars and would have helped
relievo tise situation te a degrce te which it
bas not bogun te o relioved. The Prime Min-
ister bas ne constructive plan of that char-
acter even yet, and hie lias net put anytbing
ef that kîind in the speech fremn the threne.
Again I say te him tisat if hoe wants te deal
xvitl tîsis problemn as it shoiîld be deait çwith,
hoe should have a representative national com-
mission te deal with this matter. What else
might have been done? What did I point eut
at tise timo I was advocating this step? I
peinted out that such a commission could,
amongst other ef its dutios, gather the noces-
sary data on which te hase an unempleyment
insurance scheme. Had this stop beon taken
ive would have known ere this who were the
men and women best qualified te held posi-
tions in connection with any national com-
mission dealing w'ith these questions.

What else is set forth in this statement ot
Liberal policy?

As permsanent inoasures tIhe Liberal party is
pleilge( te introduco policies which ýwill serve
te provide employment by reviving iadustry
anil trade; and te introduce a national system
ef îînemployment insurance.

Dees the Prime Minister dlaim that this is
bis policy, a national systom of unemploy-
ment insurance? We bave been advocating
it since 1930. Wby bave we had te wait until
1935 te have it even mentionod that it is te
bo part of tihe policy ef the Prime Minister?
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Now lot me come te the next matter mon-
tioied in the spseech:

My ministers are new engaged upon a survey
ef the national debt structure te deterînine
what action may be practicable and advisable
te, effect further improvement in it.

Where did the Prime Minister get that?
1 read bore, from the same statement of tise
position ot the Liberal party on somte immo-
diate problems, the f ollowing:

The Liboral party believes the aim ef every
governiinent sheuld bo the balancing of its
budget.

it %veuld seekz toeoffeet that end, by retreneh-
mnît et public expenditures, hy reduction of
principal and interest on the public debt, by a
reiluetien ins taxation, and by increasing rev-
enlues tlîrough the encouragement et trade.

It xviii seok te effeet a roductien et the cost
etf goeornîsient in Canada by a careful inquiry
îîsto toilerai, provincial and municipal cosrts.

Ia ail ot the-se îssatters. a s tise lieuse will
observe, tise Liberal statement ot pelicy is a
mach more comprelsensivo and extensive
stateisent ilian :snvtiing ensl)odied in tihe
speech frem the throno.

Now ;et us ceme te tIse next point in the
speech:

Tt la thse policy et nsy ministors te pursue
vigorousiy every opportiinity hy xvhich our
worid trade may bo iincroased.

Where did tIse Primo Minister get this idea
with regard te world trade? I find in the
Liberal statoment ef policy, as given by me
iii this house ia 1933 and as urged from the
olutset, the following:

Tise Libermil party helieves that trade is the
hblasis et issdustriai and commercial develop-
msent, and tisat Canada needs trade.

It will premote trade with ail nations-

Tîsat is wbat the Primo Minister is just
now saying bore, that the policy et the gev-
ornmont is te encourage world trado:

-and negotiate trade agreements with any
cou ntries xilling te, trade with Canada on a
reciprecal hasis.

This atternoon we bad trom the Primo
Minister a statoment telling us that now,
at the end et tisis parliament, just on tise
ove ot an election, bis geveraiment and tise
government et the United States are neo-
tiating with regard te a rociprocal trade
agreement. Fer years we bave been advo-
cating that somo stops shouid bo takon in
tisat direction. Over and over again wo bave
asked the Primo Minister whether any pro-
gress was boing made in nogotiatiens with
respect te a reciprecal agreement betweon
Canada and the United States. I am net se
sure that hoe bas get very far oven yot. If
1 caught bis statement correctly this atter-
noon it was te, the effect that it would be


