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Peace River Outlet-Mr. Fraser

about the road fromn Prince Rupert to Tete
Jaune? Is that a hopeless and useless piece
of road? These are the main roads, Mr.
Speaker, which have been laid out in the gov-
ernrnent's programn for unernployrnent relief
in the province of British Columbia, and
when rny hion. friend frorn Vancouver Centre
states that these. are hopeless and useless
roads I take very strong exception to lis
staternent. They are ail highly necessary
roacis and the construction work is proceedîng
in a very fair and reasonable manner on each
and every one of these projects.

With regard to the situation in the Peace
River country, the report which we have be-
f ore us practically con.firrns the report of 1925.
It goes back and says that the Obed route
is the most preferabie or the best w.estern out-
let from the Peace River country. I cannot
understand, Mr. Speaker, how engineers who
take into consideration the situation there ~
in that country can cornte to any such con-
,clusion. I ar n ot a railroad engineer and do
flot; pretend to criticize the report from that
stancipoint, but fromn the standpoint of British
Columbia I do say that there is no justifica-
tion in the world for the Obed route, and if
the Obed route should be constructed it will
hold back the developrnent of the Peace River
portion of British Colurnbia for generations
and put Peace River off the map entirely. It
will lx generations before it will be possible
to get a railway to serve that area.

Sorne reference was rnade here this after-
noon to a report whicb was mnade for the
British Columbia government in conjunction
with the Canadian government and the rail-
ways and tabled a few days ago in the pro-
vincial assernbly.

Mr. MACKENZIE (Vancouver): In con-
j unction with the two railways, but not the
Dominion governrnent.

Mr. FRASER (Cariboo): In conjunction
with the two railways and the province. I
have not had an opportunîty to read that
report which was tabled oniy a few days ago,
but I have seen a review of it in one of the
local papers in British Columbia, from which
for the information of hion. gentlemen I
should like to quote. While this report which
has just been tabled makes reference to
lands wbich are entireiy within the province
-of British Columbia, they are not ahl in what
we eall the Peace River area, but if the Peace
River route is followed they would ail be
tributary to a railway connecting up Peace
River with Vancouver. I arn going to quote
from the review which appeared in the Kam-
loops Sentinel of a few days ago. This is

what it says in reviewing the report which was
made for the British Columbia government in
regard to the Pacifie Gireat Eastern landis
in Britisb Columbia, part of which are in
the Peace River block

The general public had almost forgotten that
the raiiways and provincial government had
carried out a survey of the resourees of Pacific
Great Eastern Railway lands during 1929-1930.
This has proved to have been most exhaustive.
Under the supervision of Major J. R. Crysdale,
the investigation is described as one of the most
comprehiensive ever undertaken in the dominion,
which means rauch.

In a nutshel the resources are listed thus:
Coal-good quality, easily mined to the extent

of 600,000,000 tons.

That is ini the Peace River area. It goes
on:

Timber-more than 18,000,000,000 board feet,
with nearly ail of it ciassed as accessible.

Petroleum and natural gas-620 square miles
of favourable structure areas.

A total area of nearly 20,000,000 acres of
wbich only 893,000 have been alienated, 2,230,000
are cultivable, 11,000,000 suitable for grazing
lands and 6.000,000 unproductive.

Water-power-over 150,000 horse-power in
Peace River block and a minimum of 50,000
horse-power in the three southern blocks.

Geologists report 3,630 square miles with Iode
minerai possibidities and 9,400 square miles of
favourable area for placer gold. Other non-
metalic minerais are reported "potentiaily
important."

This report will reconcile British Columbians
somewhat to this historic railway which has
heen descrihed as a line which starts nowhere
and arrives nowhere. Posterity may see in it
a projeet that had one salient fault, it was
built long before its time. But that the general
route had menit wii'l be conceded, in the iight
of the resources that are now revealed. It is to
be hoped that the survey wiil have an important
bearing in the event of a sale, a consomamation
devoutly to be wished during these times.
That, Mr. Speaker, gives an idea of the re-

sources tributary to tbe proposed western
outiet of the Peace River country. Ahi the
resources I have outhined are tributary ta and
can be made accessible to that uine. The
developrnent of these natural resources would
sureiy to sorne extent lend itseif to giving
empioyment to quite a number of people in
the province of British Columbia. I fail to
understand why, having ail these facts before
them, the engineers came to the conclusion
that the Obed route is the proper western
outiet for the Peace River country. I amn
very boath to accept it.

A statement was made in the first part of
the report that the report is based on railway
economies. From a review of the situation
and fromn my personai knowledge of the
country, may I say that if railway economics
are refiected in that report, I ar nfot very
favourably irnpressed with them. I would say


