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Resoived. 'that it is expedient to enset as
follo.ws :

Aidvances jnay be made time to time, out of
the Consol-idatped Revenue Fund of -Canada, to
the Minster of Railways and Canais, to enable
hlm to punchase neces4sary materiaila and a'tores
for the consbrutltofl. rene*wal, maintenance, and
operatione of the Canadian goverinment rai.lways,
and for the establishment and conduct of rail-
way stores ;provilded that the sums sa, ad-
vanced ahali1 not exceefi annualiy, for the In-
tercolonial Rniiway the sum. of one million lire
hundred thouaand doliarr. and for the Pr.inýe
Edwa'rd Isqianli Raiiway the sum of one hun-
dred thousand dollaps.

He said : His Excellency the Governor
General liaving been acquainted wltb the
resolution recommendsa it to the favourabie
consideration of the House.

Motion agreed to.

MORNINO SITTINGS.

The PRIME MINISTER (Rt. Hon. Sir
Wilfrid Laurier) moved :

That. commencing with Wednaday next, and
untii the endi of the seaion. the Hýous shall
meet on t1hat day. and on each aubaequent ait-
ting day, at eleven (11) o',cloýck in the morning.
'Ihat in aditon to the usual intermission at six
(6) o'ook p.m., there shall be alio an liter-
mission every day from one (1) to three (3)
0'ciGCk p.m.; and that governimeat ordera shall
have ýprece:dence at ail such stýttings, membera
having stili the right to asýk question-s on Mon-
days. Wednesadays sud Thuradays.

Mr. F. D. MONK (Jacques Cartier). 1
would like to ask the right hon. gentlemnin
what steps wil be taken to secure the meet-
ings of the standing committees, which stili
have work to do-the Committee on Publie
Accounts and the Raulway Committee ? We
are very anxioua to hasten the business of
the session, and perhaps the right hon.
gentleman will indicate to us the generai
course of business to be pursued under this
motion. XVill we go on with tlhe Grand
Trunk Pacifie contrsct until thait .;altt»- la
dlsposedi of and tben take up the Redistri-
buntion Bill ?

The PRIME MINISTER. The course of
business will flot be at ail affected
by the bouse meeting in the morn-
ing, but I arn happy te inform xny
hon. friend that when we take up
the goverument polcy to-morrow we
propose to go on with its discussion unit!i
tlîat important subject is exhausted. After
thut I am not prepared to say what course
will lie adopted te dispose of the final busl-
nessi to bie brought up by the government.
As regards the committees, there la oniy the
Railway Committee whicb bas any Important
business. I did not know that it was
intended f0 have the Public Accounts Coin-
mittee sit again. If bas had every oppor-
tunity to sit durlng the past four months.
But tiiere -is one Important matter before
tuie Rnhlway Commlttee whlch will have to
be disposed of, sud the only thing that can

be done la t0 give it power f0 meet during
the sittings of the House.

Mr. CLANCY. Are we to understand that
nio further provision la te be made for sit-
tinga o! the Public Accounts Commlttee ?
That commlttee bas been waiting some weeks
for the appearoCnce of a witness, and I hope
the riglit lion, gentleman will see the neces-
sity of endesvourin)g to give that committee
au opportunity to close its business.

The PRIME MINISTER. If a witness bas
been summoned and is going to appear, some
provision wiii have to bie made f0 meet a
contlngency of that sort.

Mr. MONK. There la one matter under
Investigation before the Public Accounts
Committee which bas not been closed. Anti
it will be nbsoiuteiy necessary fer that coin-
mittee to meet at least two or three times.
Perhaps there may be other matters under
investigation ;but the investigation of this
subject bas certainly not terminated, so that
we must have sittinga o! that commlttee.

Motion agreed to.

RAILWAY ACT, 1903.

Tue MINISTER 0F JUSTICE (Hon. Char-
les Fitzpatrick) moved the third reading of
Bill (No. 21) f0 amend and consolidate the
law rcspccting railways.

Mr. W. F. MACLEAN (East York). I de-
sire f0, move that flua Blill be referred to
the Conîmittee of the Whole witb Instruc-
tions to amend it by adding the following
as subsection 4 o! section 263:

The maximum passenger tariff shail not ex-
ceeýd two cents a mile.

In this Bill there is a provision dealing
wifh the maximum passenger tariff, but I
propose that the Bill be made stîli more
definitive in tbis respect se as f0 fix tbat
tariff at two cents per mile. Iu Canada, in
tue oider provinces, we bave lad railways
for the last fifty years, and the passengar
rate bas been thec saine from the day rail-
ways were estabilshed. until to-day. No
effort bas been made f0 reduce the passenger
rates, nîthougli as I pointed ouf f0 thec House
before, ail other forma of railway charges
have been reduccd time after time. Freiglît
rates have been eut in two several tirnes.
Aîîd if bas niwaya been found thaf the effeet
of rcducing the freight rates is f0 iierease
the business of the railway. Substantially
iny argument ia thaf whaf applies f0 freight
charges would apply also te the passenger
charges, and if the passenger chiarges were
reduced the railway would benefit and the
public also would bie advantaged. I bave
been in receipt of a great many letters on
this subjeet; it la surprising the expression
o! public opinion whicb this proposai hasa
evoked. As a matter of fact, many o! the
railways o! Canada are ýcharging people
four cents a mile. I do not speak of flie
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